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Bias-motivated speech
In March, the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) organised workshops in Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan for the first time, to strengthen the ability of civil society to identify and report hate crimes, as well as provide 
support to victims.

On 30 August, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Vienna Mechanism was invoked by 15 
Participating States to urge Russia to end serious human rights violations and abuses in Chechnya. This action was 
undertaken following inadequate response from the Russian Federation to concerns repeatedly raised in the Permanent 
Council over 20 months about the “credible reports [of] alleged worrying actions taken by Chechen authorities against 
persons based on their perceived or actual sexual orientation or gender identity as well as human rights defenders, 
lawyers, independent media, civil society organisations and others”.

On 1 November, the same 15 Participating States invoked paragraph 12 of the Moscow Mechanism to establish a mission 
of experts to address the concerns around the allegations of impunity for reported human rights violations and abuses 
in Chechnya outlined in the letter of 30 August. The Russian authorities did not cooperate on making a fact-finding 
mission in Chechnya possible, but a report based on interviews with civil society actors and others was published on 20 
December (see Russia chapter).

On 14 November, ODIHR launched a toolkit for adopting a comprehensive approach to countering hate crime. The 
toolkit includes training packages, methodologies and guidelines that can be used by public institutions and civil society 
involved in addressing hate crime.

On 16 November, ODIHR published its hate crime data for 2017. 39 Participating States submitted information to ODIHR, 
but only 18 of these provided statistics on the number of recorded hate crimes targeting LGBT people. Civil society 
groups, the UNHCR, IOM and OSCE field operations provided information about 982 homophobic and transphobic 
incidents in 33 countries. ODIHR also notes that underreporting and other gaps in recording mean that this data does 
not fully reflect the prevalence of hate crimes in the OSCE region.

Human rights defenders
Between 12-17 November, ODIHR provided human rights monitoring and safety and security training to human rights 
defenders in Ukraine on issues including the human rights of LGBT persons, women, Roma, journalists, internally 
displaced persons and youth.
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