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On 17 May, the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia is being marked. Every year on
this day ILGA-Europe looks at progress made by European countries towards respecting human rights and
ensuring full legal equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people (LGBT) by publishing Rainbow
Europe Map and Index.

Rainbow Map 2011Download

Rainbow Index 2011Download

The main trends observed this year are that:

None of the countries in Europe can claim to provide for full legal equality for LGBT people. Every
country in Europe still has work to do to achieve LGBT equality – even those which scored the highest on
the Index (the United Kingdom (12,5 points) or Sweden and Spain (12 points))
14 countries (including 1 EU Member State) are in the ‘red zone’: gross violations of human rights and
discrimination are taking place
There are significant variations between countries in Europe: while some have progressed in the past
year (e.g. Germany, Portugal), many others are not advancing towards greater recognition of rights (e.g.
Cyprus, Italy, Latvia, Malta, Turkey, Ukraine), while in others (e.g. Lithuania, Hungary) we observe the risks
of regress
Many EU Member States are either around or below average when it comes to respecting human rights
and ensuring legal equality of LGBT people. This is particularly worrying considering that the overall
European average is very poor.
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ILGA-Europe’s Rainbow Europe Map and Index rates each European country’s laws and administrative practices
according to 24 categories and ranks them on a scale between 17 (highest score: respect of human rights and full
legal equality of LGBT people) and -7 (lowest score: gross violations of human rights and discrimination of LGBT
people). This is the first time the Map and the Index reflect categories on issues affecting trans people.

VISIT RAINBOW EUROPE WEBSITE!

Check out other editions
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Report

17.05.2021

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2021

The 2021 Rainbow Europe Map reveals widespread and almost complete stagnation on human rights of LGBTI
people. Among the key findings from this year’s Rainbow […]

read more
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Report

14.05.2020

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2020

ILGA-Europe Rainbow Map and Index 2020 reveals that once-leading countries in Europe are falling behind in their
commitments to equality for LGBTI people. Key findings […]

read more
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Report

13.05.2019

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2019

ILGA-Europe’s annual benchmarking tool, which ranks 49 countries in Europe on their LGBTI equality laws and
policies, reveals not only a standstill but a visible […]

read more
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Report

14.05.2018

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2018

ILGA-Europe’s annual benchmarking tool, which ranks 49 countries in Europe on their LGBTI equality laws and
policies, reveals a region where advances are not being […]

read more
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Report

17.05.2017

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2017

Legal gender recognition in France and Norway. Civil unions in Italy. A ban on conversion therapy in Malta. These
are just some of the major […]

read more
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Report

10.05.2016

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2016

The latest Rainbow Europe Map, which reflects legal and policy developments, confirms that a few countries are
still setting new standards for LGBTI equality and […]

read more
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Report

10.05.2015

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2015

Launched in Montenegro, at the 2015 European IDAHOT Forum celebrating International Day Against
Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia (17 May), the 2015 Rainbow Europe package highlights […]

read more
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Report

18.05.2014

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2014

Where legal protection of the human rights of LGBTI people is concerned, there is gradual progress in many
European countries. However, Europe as a whole […]

read more
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Report

16.05.2013

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2013

Lately, we heard a lot about marriage equality debate in France and the large public demonstrations by the
opponents, or the regressive developments in Russia […]

read more
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Report

19.05.2012

Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2012

ILGA-Europe Rainbow Map 2012 reflects the national legal human rights situation of LGBTI people in a simple
format. The Rainbow Map ranks all European countries […]

read more
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