
The Frontline: 2020 – The EU & LGBTI Equality in an
Extraordinary Year

In this episode of The Frontline podcast, we look back at the unprecedented
year that was 2020, and the engagement of the EU in LGBTI equality issues,
exacerbated during the COVID-19 crisis.
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In March 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic went global, we worried that equality would slip off EU agendas as
lockdowns and an unprecedented economic crisis took hold. In this episode of The Frontline, we look back at the
extraordinary year that was 2020, and the engagement of the EU in LGBTI equality issues, exacerbated during the
coronavirus crisis.

Our Executive and Advocacy Directors, Evelyne Paradis and Katrin Hugendubel look back on what surprisingly
turned out to be a successful year for EU engagement. Activists from ILGA-Europe member organisations in
Slovenia and Hungary talk about the rise of ultra-right populism in both EU countries, Hungary’s slew of anti-
LGBTI laws as the virus raged on, and their respective responses to EU institutional engagement and how it can go
forward.
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Members of the EU Parliament’s LGBT Intergroup, MEP’s Terry Reintke (Greens/EFA, Germany) and Maria
Walsh (EPP, Ireland) give an inside view on the year gone by, and reflect on a challenging first year for the new
Intergroup. It all adds up to a comprehensive look at the EU and its engagement in equality, in a Europe where
LGBTI rights have become a sharp dividing line.

Listen below or click here to listen and subscribe to The Frontline on your favourite podcast platform.
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