
Hungary Assembly Act Timeline 
 
On 18 March 2025, Hungary adopted a law restricting freedom of assembly by linking LGBTI 
events to the anti-LGBTQI propaganda law passed in  2021 that bans showing children 
LGBTI-related content. The European Commission had already launched legal proceedings 
against Hungary in 2021, arguing that the law violates various EU laws, Charter rights, including 
the right to non-discrimination and freedom of expression, and also negates the values of the 
EU. In June 2025, the Advocate General of the CJEU supported this view, stating the law 
breaches EU law through discrimination and censorship. A final ruling is pending. This living 
timeline tracks developments in Hungary’s Assembly Act and its impact on civil liberties. 
 

15 April 2025​
A new law came into force in Hungary restricting freedom of assembly. It created a ground to 
ban LGBTI-themed events with reference to a 2021 law banning content on gender or sexuality 
for children. The new law raised serious concerns about limiting freedom of assembly. 

17 May, 2025 
Four civil society organisations (CSOs) notified the Police about planned International Day 
Against Homophobia (IDAHOT) demonstrations. The police acknowledged all four, and a small 
rainbow march took place. Police provided protection for the peaceful event. 
 
26 May, 2025 
The police, citing the new Section 13/A of the Assembly Act, banned the march arguing that it 
was similar to the “previously established Pride schedule and forms of expression.” 
 
31 May, 2025 
The Kúria (the Supreme Court) quashed the police’s decision and ordered a new procedure, 
stating that a ban must be based on a reasonable assumption supported by facts, which the 
police failed to demonstrate. 
 
1 June, 2025 
A few hours before the planned event, the police acknowledged it. However, due to the lengthy 
legal process, the organisers felt the march could no longer be held responsibly and postponed 
it to 28 June. 
 
3 June, 2025 
Treating the postponed march as a new notification, the police issued a ban, using photos and 
videos from past Budapest Pride events as supporting evidence and claiming that the march 
“could turn into this year’s Pride”. 
 
11 June, 2025 
The Kúria quashed the police’s ban and ordered a new procedure, saying that the police’s 
evidence and claim were not valid.  
 



13 June, 2025 
The police again banned the proposed march, claiming the event could become the 30th 
Budapest Pride once approved. They also argued the march's support for trans rights justified a 
ban under Section 13/A of the Assembly Act. 
 
19 June, 2025 
The police banned Budapest Pride, organised by the city council of Budapest and Rainbow 
Mission Foundation. Budapest's Mayor Gergely Karácsony vowed to hold the gathering. He said 
the police decision had "no value", as it was a municipal event organised by the city council and 
does not fall within the scope of the Assembly Act. No judicial review was launched against the 
decision. 
 
20 June, 2025 
The Kúria upheld the police’s ban on the CSO’s planned march issued on 13 June 2025. The 
court agreed that discussing transgender issues violates the new provision of the Assembly Act. 
 
20 June, 2025 
The organising CSOs informed the police they planned to hold a march protesting the illegality 
of the ban upheld by the Kúria, on the same route and at the same time. As in petitions, they 
argued the ban violates Hungary’s Fundamental Law, the European Convention, and the EU 
Charter. 
 
21 June, 2025 
The police banned the march again, arguing the organisers simply "repackaged" the march’s 
purpose, showing bad faith. They also claimed the event could help Budapest Pride organisers 
avoid legal consequences. The case then went to the Kúria for review. 
 
21 June, 2025 
On the same day, the head of advocacy of the Hungarian Helsinki Committee as a private 
citizen notified the police to hold an assembly for “the celebration of the rights enshrined in the 
European Convention on Human Rights, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, and the Hungarian Fundamental Law”, also for the 28 June (abbreviation: “the 
celebration of rights assembly”). 
 
 
22 June, 2025 
The police suspended the approval procedure as the route of this “celebration of rights 
assembly” covered in large part the route of the aforementioned assembly that the police 
banned and which the Kúria was still deciding on. 
 
27 June, 2025 
The Kúria overturned the police’s ban on the aforementioned assembly notified by the four 
CSOs and ordered a new procedure. It ruled the police showed only a “plausible link” to the 
earlier banned march without evidence.  



 
28 June, 2025 
The police banned the march again, claiming Pride events promote homosexuality and gender 
diversity, violating the Child Protection Act, hence in breach of the Assembly Act. Despite the 
organisers' stated purpose, the police treated the march as part of Budapest Pride, justifying a 
ban. 
 
28 June, 2025 
Despite the ban, surveillance threats, fines up to €500, and prosecutions potentially carrying up 
to one year in prison, an estimated 300,000 people turned up to march in Budapest Pride to 
protest the illegality of the ban. 
 
3 July, 2025 
Following this historic event, the Kúria rejected the petition for judicial review, which the 
organising CSOs had submitted after the police banned the event. On the same day, the police 
resumed the approval procedure of the “celebration of rights assembly”. 
 
4 July, 2025 
The police banned the “celebration of rights assembly” shortly after meeting with the organiser, 
citing Section 13/A of the Assembly Act. They claimed that the inclusion of a trans speaker and 
an openly gay organiser was sufficient to indicate the event would feature prohibited content. 
 
10 July, 2025 
The Kúria upheld the ban on the “celebration of rights assembly”. 
 
24 July, 2025 
In the investigation launched in relation to Budapest Pride, Mayor Gergely Karácsony was 
identified as a suspect. 
 
14 August, 2025 
The complaint against interrogating Mayor Gergely Karácsony as a suspect was rejected by the 
prosecution service. 
 
5 September, 2025 
Pécs Pride – as notified by a private individual – was banned by the police based on Section 
13/A of the Assembly Act. Organisers have launched a petition and are saying they’ll go ahead 
with the march despite the ban.  
 
 
5 September 2025 
An assembly notified to the police of Pécs on the occasion of World Animal Day was banned on 
account of the organiser’s close ties to the organizers of Pécs Pride and his expressed support 
for the cause.  
 

https://www.amnesty.hu/cselekedj/legyen-a-pecs-pride-is-szabad/


4 October 2025  
An estimated 10,000 people turned up to march at Pécs Pride.  
 
28 October 2025  
Géza Buzás-Hábel was summoned for interrogation before the police as a criminal suspect for 
“organising a prohibited assembly”, an offence punishable by up to one year in prison. 

7 November 2025 
Certain media outlets with close ties to the Hungarian government have published that the 
police recommended the prosecutor to press charges against Géza Buzás-Hábel. The media 
learned information even before Géza himself and his lawyer were notified by the police. 
 
11 December 2025 
The Hungarian police recommended that the prosecution press charges against Budapest 
Mayor, Gergely Karácsony.  
 
14 January 2026  
Four NGO-s and Géza Buzás-Hábel filed his case at the European Court of Human Rights. In 
the complaint, they asked the Court to determine that the Hungarian state has violated the right 
to peaceful assembly and the prohibition of discrimination.  

28 January 2026  
The Prosecutor’s Office of Budapest’s 5th and 13th Districts pressed charges against the Mayor 
of Budapest, Gergely Karácsony, with the misdemeanour of violating the freedom of association 
and assembly, in an indictment submitted to the Pest Central District Court. The district 
prosecutor’s office proposed that the court impose a fine on the defendant by way of a penal 
order, without holding a trial. 

9 February 2026  
The Pécs District Prosecutor’s Office informed the organiser of Pécs Pride, Géza Buzás-Hábel, 
that charges have been filed against him. The prosecutor’s office referred the case to the Pécs 
District Court, alleging a violation of the Assembly Act, an offence punishable by up to one year 
of imprisonment. As in the case of the Mayor of Budapest, the Prosecutor proposed that the 
court impose a fine through a penal order, without holding a trial. 
 
4 March 2026  
The Pest Central District Court suspended the criminal proceedings against Budapest mayor 
Gergely Karácsony and has turned to the Constitutional Court. The court also asked the 
Constitutional Court to determine whether certain provisions of the Assembly Act and the Child 
Protection Act applicable in the case violate the requirements of legal certainty and clarity of 
norms, as well as international and EU law.  
 
9 March 2026  
The Pécs District Court also suspended the criminal proceedings against Géza Buzás-Hábel 
and has turned to the Constitutional Court. The court also asked the Constitutional Court to 



determine whether certain provisions of the Assembly Act and the Child Protection Act 
applicable in the case violate the requirements of legal certainty and clarity of norms, as well as 
international and EU law.  
 
11 March 2026 
The Budapest Police banned a silent, stationary demonstration planned by Prizma Community 
(an informal group for trans and non-binary persons) for March 29, International Transgender 
Day of Visibility. According to the justification, the purpose of the gathering violates the "child 
protection" law. Prizma Community is challenging the police's decision in the Supreme Court.  
 
 
 
 
 


