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Romania

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

During the 2025 presidential electoral campaign,
anti-LGBTI rhetoric intensified and was repeatedly
instrumentalised for political mobilisation. In
February, presidential candidate Calin Georgescu
publicly declared that he was "against LGBTQ"
Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu stated that he
would not want Nicusor Dan to win the elections
because he "does not want to be forced to wear
a skirt’, and made additional remarks suggesting
that amendments to identity documents to
accommodate legal
create confusion and erode traditional norms.

gender recognition would

In June, ACCEPT lodged a complaint with the
National Audiovisual Council (CNA) concerning the
debate programme ‘News Pass’ broadcast by
B1 TV on 5 June 2025 in the context of Bucharest
Pride. The complaint addressed on-screen captions
and statements framing Pride as a "provocation”
against religious celebrations and portraying LGBTI
visibility in derogatory terms. Following monitoring
and public deliberation, the CNA issued a public
warning to B1 TV in August for breaching provisions
of the Audiovisual Code prohibiting generalised
defamatory statements against groups defined,
inter alia, by sexual orientation.

In August, the Deputy Mayor of Ploiesti, member of
the far-right AUR party, announced on Facebook
that he would ‘never accept' the organisation
of an LGBTI event in the city, signaling continued
institutional hostility at local level.

In October, following the publication by the European
Commission of the LGBTI Equality Strategy 2026-
2030 recommendations, several Romanian political
figures contributed to misinformation on social
media, claiming that children would be able to
‘choose their gender without parental consent.”

In October, Nicolae Paun, leader of the Party of
the Roma and former Chair of the Parliamentary
Committee on Human Rights, Religious Affairs, and
National Minorities, was removed from his position
as head of the Human Rights Committee. In the
weeks preceding his dismissal, Paun published

a series of social media posts targeting LGBTI

people and Romani organisations. He alleged
NGOs had been *founded

and financed by Soros” to ‘poison the minds of

that several Romani
young Roma" and called to ‘stop the campaigns
promoting homosexuality in Roma communities.” In
his statements, Padun characterised homosexuality
as a "sin” and associated it with "Satan,” asserting
that he could not be compelled to ‘sit at the
table” with LGBTI
also publicly defended early child marriage as a

people or organisations. He

purported means of preventing homosexuality, in
contradiction to Romania's obligations under the
Istanbul Convention. In addition, he circulated a list
naming Romani, human rights, feminist, and LGBTI
organisations, further contributing to a climate of
hostility and stigmatisation.

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

In June, the NGO MozailQ reported that an
abandoned apartment block was defaced with a
giant homophobic message: ‘STOP LGBT". Although
authorities were notified, the Capital Police initially
refused to act, citing the absence of a formal
complaint.

During the 2025 presidential campaign, several
electoral posters of candidate Nicusor Dan, who
was perceived as supportive of LGBTI rights, were
vandalised with messages stating that ‘he should
be voted if you want to legalize LGBTI marriage.”
Following a complaint by ACCEPT, they were
removed by the Central Electoral Bureau.

FAMILY

Despite the binding ECtHR judgment in Buhuceanu,
Ciobotaru and 20 other families v. Romania,
requiring the state to provide legal recognition
and protection for same-sex families, no legislative
initiative has been adopted to guarantee family
rights for LGBTI the
Constitutional Court of Romania examined a case

couples. In December,
concerning equal access to healthcare for same-
sex families, specifically regarding the recognition
of same-sex spouses as co-insured persons within
the public health insurance system.


https://jurnaluldearges.ro/calin-georgescu-mesaj-de-ura-la-adresa-minoritatilor-sexuale-sunt-impotriva-lgbtq-374960/
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/marcel-ciolacu-nu-vrea-presedinte-nicusor-dan-port-fusta-5269365
https://www.cna.ro/a-comunicat-de-presa-sedinta-publica-a-cna-din-27082025-l6ais5hdfnopd1mvtx5xy0rx/
https://www.cna.ro/a-comunicat-de-presa-sedinta-publica-a-cna-din-27082025-l6ais5hdfnopd1mvtx5xy0rx/
https://actualitateaprahoveana.ro/politic/65704-alexandru-sararu-viceprimar-ploiesti-reclamat-la-cncd-recicleaza-aceeasi-propaganda-ruseasca
https://hotnews.ro/o-asociatie-atrage-atentia-privind-o-stire-falsa-privind-genul-copiilor-dupa-noua-strategie-a-comisiei-europene-2083928
https://www.errc.org/news/from-oppressed-to-oppressor-romani-chairman-of-human-rights-committee-replaced-after-spreading-hate-against-romani-lgbtqia-people-in-romania
https://www.mozaiqlgbt.ro/2025/06/mesajul-stop-lgbt-desfasurat-pe-un-bloc-din-bucuresti/
https://hotnews.ro/afise-false-cu-nicusor-dan-care-promoveaza-casatoriile-lgbt-clotilde-armand-actiuni-demne-de-rusia-lui-putin-1974488
https://www.facebook.com/asociatia.accept/posts/accesul-egal-la-s%C4%83n%C4%83tate-pentru-familiile-de-acela%C8%99i-sex-judecat-pe-16-decembrie/1285424383624466/
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FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

June 2025 marked the 20th anniversary of
Bucharest Pride. For the first time, Pride was
celebrated through an entire Pride Month,
expanding beyond the
format preceding the march. Despite the tense
political climate following the turbulent presidential
elections, approximately 31,000 people participated
in  the Bucharest Pride March., The march
highlighted demands for civil union legislation,
simplified procedures for legal gender recognition,
and protection against hate speech and prejudice-
based crimes. Although counter-protests were
set up before the march, authorities managed to
deescalate the situation quickly.

traditional one-week

At the local level, however, restrictions persisted.
In July, Oradea Pride took place despite the
Municipality’s renewed attempts to ban the event,
continuing its pattern of obstructing Pride for
the third year in a row. The local organisation
Ark Oradea once again faced administrative
refusals when attempting to organise the march.
Although the event ultimately took place under
strict conditions and heavy police supervision, nine
organisers and participants were fined following
the march. ACCEPT and Ark Oradea jointly lodged
an application before the European Court of Human
Rights concerning the repeated obstruction of
Pride events in the city. The situation generated
significant solidarity across civil society: 47
organisations publicly supported Oradea Pride and
condemned the municipality’'s restrictive approach.
Pride events in Cluj-Napoca, Brasov, Timisoara,
and lasi took place without incidents, with few
protesters on the side of Pride,

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

In May, Nicusor Dan was elected president of
Romania defeating far-right rival George Simion. In
a subsequent report, the newly-elected president
had initially parted ways with his party on the basis
of their opposition to equal marriage, but he avoided
taking strong public stances on the matter during
the campaign and after his election.

In October, three training-of-trainers sessions
were organised by ACCEPT for police officers,

prosecutors and social workers, aimed at
strengthening institutional capacity to recognise,
investigate and effectively respond to hate crimes

targeting LGBTI people.


https://balkaninsight.com/2025/06/09/bucharest-pride-marks-20-years-with-record-turnout/
https://www.reuters.com/world/tens-thousands-march-romania-demanding-lgbtq-equality-2025-06-07/
https://apnews.com/article/romania-pride-lgbtq-europe-human-rights-92acbef386d22ef93bfae15167dc7fb7
https://m.ebihoreanul.ro/stiri/primul-oradea-pride-s-a-incheiat-cu-amenzi-de-aproape-20000-de-lei-printre-sanctionati-directorul-executiv-accept-si-un-opozant-vocal-195554.html?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN_4m5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe4LnNqOfc1cO5zJOz7-B9Iy-ak7ZP5j-mtNSGzQQSbDQbrFKqv6kdGu1AvMA_aem_n50qazDuPoh3Lun5H10jfQ
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/actualitate/social/interzicerea-oradea-pride-va-fi-judecata-la-cedo-asociatii-ale-comunitatii-lgbtiq-acuza-primaria-de-discriminare-sistemica-3540155
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/actualitate/social/interzicerea-oradea-pride-va-fi-judecata-la-cedo-asociatii-ale-comunitatii-lgbtiq-acuza-primaria-de-discriminare-sistemica-3540155
https://www.thepinknews.com/2025/05/19/nicusor-dan-lgbtq-rights-stance-romania-election/
https://www.facebook.com/asociatia.accept/posts/%C3%AEn-luna-octombrie-am-organizat-trei-sesiuni-de-formare-a-formatorilor-training-o/1253115270188711/
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