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Cyprus

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

In April, an LGBTI-phobic display was reported at the
Church of Saint George Havouzas in Limassol, where
the acronym ‘LGBT" was placed on a traditional
Easter bonfire (lampratzia) in the position typically
reserved for an effigy of Judas. The incident
prompted political and institutional reactions: AKEL
Secretary-General Stefanos Stefanou contacted
Justice Minister Marios Hartsiotis and Police Chief
Themistos Arnaoutis, urging that the matter be
investigated. In the aftermath, calls were made for
public vigilance and solidarity, with warnings that the
incident could signal heightened risks of anti-LGBTI
violence ahead of Cyprus Pride 2025.

BIAS-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

In May, Cypriot police arrested one individual in
connection with the assault and verbal abuse of a
17-year-old in Nicosia. The incident occurred when
the teenager was approached by two individuals
who allegedly insulted and physically attacked him.
While reports suggested possible homophobic or
racist motives, police stated that the case is being
investigated solely as an incident of assault and
verbal abuse.

In May, the House Human Rights Committee in Cyprus
reported a rise in racially motivated crimes. Deputy
Police Chief loannis Georgiou stated that over the
past two years, 51 attacks were recorded against
food delivery drivers, while 54 racist incidents
were documented in 2023, Georgiou also noted an
increase in reported crimes against LGBTI people,
with 14 incidents recorded in 2022 and 17 in 2023,

InJune,agroup of Cypriotsecondary schoolstudents
visiting the city were involved in a homophobic and
transphobic incident, as reported by Thessaloniki
Pride. According to an open letter sent to Cyprus's
Education Minister Athena Michaelidou, around 20
students verbally attacked a trans woman and a
gay man. Following the report, Minister Michaelidou
requested an official account of the incident, with the
Ministry's Director of Secondary Education, Nicholas
Yiasoumi, confirming that an inquiry was underway.

EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

In November, a draft amendment defining the
terms "woman' and ‘gender" for the first time in

Cyprus triggered strong opposition from human
rights groups, who warned that the proposal could
exclude trans women from existing protections
under domestic-violence legislation. The bill,
submitted by DIKO MP Chrysis Pantelidis and DISY
MP Charis Georgiades, seeks to revise the national
law aligning with EU Directive 2024/1385 and the
Istanbul Convention. Supporters argued that a
precise definition is needed and insisted that the
measure does not restrict gender-identity rights.
Government bodies and independent institutions,
however, stressed that neither the directive nor
the Convention defines "woman," noted that trans
women face disproportionate levels of violence, and
cautioned that limiting the definition could breach
non-discrimination standards. Several organisations
and a number of MPs opposed the bill, prompting the
parliamentary committee to request a legal opinion
from the Law Office while the Justice Ministry
reviews the submissions.

FAMILY

In March, a gay couple reported being stranded
in Cyprus after the birth of their twins via a
surrogacy arrangement, due to ongoing delays
in obtaining passports for their children. Despite
submitting all necessary documents and applying
for the passports in January, their application
has been repeatedly delayed by administrative
errors, including miscommunication and misplaced
documents.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

InMay, a group dressed in black disrupted a pre-Pride
march gathering, chanting homophobic slogans. The
individuals carried flags featuring double-headed
eagles as well as Enosis flags.

In September, the annual United by Pride event
brought together LGBTI people and allies in Nicosia
for a march dedicated to peace, justice, and queer
liberation. Now in its fourth year, the event featured
two simultaneous marches from opposite sides of
the divided city, converging for a joint celebration.
The organisers described United by Pride 2025 as
'a beacon of hope," reaffirming their commitment to
multicultural coexistence, human rights, tolerance,
and the continued struggle for peace, reunification,
and queer liberation in Cyprus.



https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/cypriot-lgbti-group-condemns-use-of-lgbt-letters-in-easter-bonfire-display/
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/akel-requests-action-over-hate-related-easter-bonfire-incidents/
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/cyprus-lgbtq-community-calls-solidarity-after-teenager-attacked/
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/nicosia-assault-arrest-police-clarification/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2025/05/27/racially-motivated-crimes-on-the-rise-in-cyprus
https://cyprus-mail.com/2025/06/01/cypriot-students-said-involved-in-homophobic-attack-in-thessaloniki
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/cyprus-woman-definition-bill-trans-rights-backlash/
https://nypost.com/2025/03/02/world-news/we-spent-107k-to-have-twins-with-a-surrogate-in-cyprus-now-the-country-wont-let-us-leave/
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/cyprus-lgbti-verbal-attack-pre-pride-event/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2025/09/23/united-by-pride-returns-to-connect-across-the-divide
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DATA COLLECTION

In Novembenr, new figures from the Interior Ministry
showed that 51 people in Cyprus have changed their
gender marker and name on official ID since 2021,

Northen Cyprus

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

In Septembenr, a court ruling highlighted serious
shortcomings in the police response to online hate
speech targeting the LGBTI community, finding
that authorities had failed to conduct an effective
investigation into harassment related to a Pride
manrch.

The court stressed that law enforcement has a clear
obligation to respond promptly and thoroughly to
anti-LGBTI hate incidents.

FAMILY

In late 2025, local authorities announced plans to
declare 2026 the "Year of the Family," explicitly
stating that the initiative would draw on Turkey's
2025 campaign of the same name.

As Turkey's “Year of the Family" had been widely
criticised for promoting exclusionary and anti-LGBTI
interpretations of ‘family values,” the announcement
prompted concern among civil society.

In 2025, Human Rights Platform together with Queer
Cyprus Association continued to highlight the need
for legal recognition of LGBTI relationships and of
partnership rights.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

In May, Human Rights Platform organised a public
panel addressing anti-gender and anti-LGBTI
rethorics within the framework of the International
Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Interphobia, and
Transphobia (IDAHOBIT).

HEALTH

According to Queer Cyprus Solidarity Line, significant
requests for information submitted in 2025
concerned HIV status, access to treatment, PrEP/
PEP information, psychological support, gender-
affirming hormone treatments, trans-specific
healthcare,


https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/fifty-one-people-changed-gender-name-cyprus-since-2021/
https://bugunkibris.com/2025/10/01/mahkemeden-tarihi-karar-nefret-soylemi-davasinda-lgbtilar-hakli-bulundu/
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/kktcde-2026nin-aile-yili-ilan-edilmesi-icin-calismalar-baslatildi/3751322#!
https://insanhaklariplatformu.eu/detail/lgbtd-ve-cinsiyet-kare%D1%9Fd-td-sg-ylemlere-kare%D1%9Fd-ortak-ses-d-nsan-haklard-platformu-039-ndan-16-mayd-s-039-ta-panel/1824
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