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AUSTRIA
A new community centre for LGBTQIA people was opened 
in Graz.

Q:WIR, a centre for LGBTIQ youth (ages 13-27), was opened 
in Vienna’s 16th district . Furthermore, Austria’s first queer 
education centre opened in the 6th district.

BELGIUM
A new shelter for LGBTQI+ youth (18-25) will open in 
Charleroi, funded by the City of Charleoi and a number of 
institutional partners. The demand for emergency housing 
for those kicked out from home remains high.

Ghent became the first city to fulfil all criteria on the 
Rainbow Ambassadors manifesto, which lists a five clear 
ways to support LGBTQ+ seniors, including provision of a 
confidential counsellor in all residential care centres and 
local service centres in the city, and appropriate training 
for care workers to deal with all forms of sexuality and 
orientation with respect.

NORTHERN CYPRUS
The social welfare department of Northern Cyprus, in 
collaboration with QCA, provided guidance to trans youth 
and will receive specialised training on LGBTI+ issues. 

DENMARK
Following the opening of two LGBT+ shelters in 2022, the 
demand continued to be high this year. 

*Some of the information about Denmark was gathered 
through counselling and community organising work and 
is reported here anonymously. 

FRANCE
LGBTQIA+ people and activists across France joined 
the pension reform demonstrations, which gathered 
hundreds of thousands, after the government announced 
it would raise the retirement age from 62 to 64. In March 
for instance, protesters of the Pink bloc were targeted by 
police violence.

The new LGBT+ Action Plan envisions opening 10 new 
reception and support centres in France by 2027 and also 
in the country’s external territories. 

La Bulle, a shelter for the most marginalised with LGBT+ 

communities opened in Paris in May, managed by LGBTI 
organisations with financing from the city council. A safe 
apartment opened in Limoges for LGBT+ people who are 
victims of violence and harassment. Lyon will open a home 
for LGBT seniors. 

GERMANY
Berlin will put in place a housing project for older lesbians 
and queer women. 

HUNGARY
In July, the Fejér County Government Office acknowledged 
that trans women, whose legal gender is female, are also 
entitled to pension benefits granted to women, in line 
with the Veszprém Court’s ruling from 21 April 2023. Also 
in July, two government MPs tabled a bill that would strip 
trans women of this right. The proposal was withdrawn in 
October. In late October, the same government office re-
issued a decision holding that only the years after the legal 
gender recognition count towards the beneficial pension 
years.

ITALY
The national LGBT helpline documented 400 cases in 2022 
where LGBT young people were kicked out of home, with 
only 10% being able to find emergency shelter.

KOSOVO
The construction of a shelter for LGBTI people was delayed 
again this year.

MONTENEGRO
The LGBTIQ Shelter remains closed, due to continuous 
lack of systemic support. The Shelter had to temporarily 
be closed in January 2022 and remained so throughout 
2023. 

PORTUGAL
The Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security 
and other key stakeholders agreed to open a temporary 
emergency shelter for LGBTI+ persons.

SPAIN
Catalonia published a guide for all child and adolescent 
social service providers to incorporate LGBTI+ 
perspectives in their work and a guide for those working 
with seniors.
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https://www.homo.at/eroeffnungswoche/
https://www.rtbf.be/article/un-refuge-arc-en-ciel-ouvrira-d-ici-peu-a-charleroi-11198636
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https://www.facebook.com/InterLGBT/posts/pfbid0nXVDNJ7CvpaS9gGizzTkE3GAsXmJPdnkELnLoDRHe2sHdjtbYLBBNyfY89Goa5TAl
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/societe/lgbt/plan-contre-la-haine-anti-lgbtqi-le-gouvernement-souhaite-des-interdictions-automatiques-de-stade-en-cas-de-propos-homophobes_5941724.html
https://la1ere-francetvinfo-fr.translate.goog/le-gouvernement-veut-doter-chaque-territoire-d-outre-mer-d-un-centre-d-accueil-pour-les-personnes-lgbt-1412939.html?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-GB
https://www-komitid-fr.translate.goog/2023/05/17/a-paris-ouverture-du-premier-lieu-daccueil-pour-les-lgbt-les-plus-vulnerables/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-GB
https://www-ouest--france-fr.translate.goog/societe/lgbt/le-premier-lieu-daccueil-pour-les-lgbt-les-plus-vulnerables-a-ouvert-a-paris-78507ad2-f41a-11ed-9265-70e26b518ec8?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-GB
https://www-francebleu-fr.translate.goog/infos/societe/un-appartement-de-refuge-pour-les-personnes-de-la-communaute-lgbt-existe-desormais-a-limoges-7378166?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-GB
https://www-bfmtv-com.translate.goog/lyon/replay-emissions/lyon-week-end/lyon-bientot-une-maison-pour-les-seniors-lgbt_VN-202306100204.html?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en-GB
https://www-rnd-de.translate.goog/panorama/berlin-plant-wohnprojekt-fuer-lesbische-frauen-beduerfnis-nach-schutzraeumen-GHQE354UTFCJZEG3VVHCI3LLKU.html?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr
https://hatter.hu/hirek/transz-noknek-is-jar-a-kedvezmenyes-nyugdij
https://hatter.hu/hirek/a-transz-nok-is-nok-europai-jogot-sert-a-nyugdijkedvezmenyek-megtagadasa-toluk
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=718112883676612&set=a.251128453708393
https://www.agi.it/cronaca/news/2023-05-17/omofobia_21mila_chiamate_a_numero_verde_gay-21423446/
https://dezanove.pt/aprovado-o-financiamento-da-cate-da-1670726#cutid1
https://opusdiversidades.org/pagina-inicial/atividades/casa-de-acolhimento/
https://govern.cat/salapremsa/notes-premsa/491882/govern-presenta-guia-incorporar-perspectiva-lgbti-als-serveis-recursos-dgaia
https://govern.cat/salapremsa/notes-premsa/483102/igualtat-feminismes-presenta-guia-incorporar-perspectiva-lgbti-als-centres-recursos-persones-grans
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UKRAINE
Insight continued training social workers on working with 
LGBTI people during wartimes.

UZBEKISTAN
Civil society reported that there are few organisations that 
provide social assistance and support to LGBT.

*Some of the information about Uzbekistan was shared 
with ILGA-Europe by LGBT individuals who for safety 
reasons need to stay anonymous. 
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