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BELARUS
New research on the stereotypes held by Belarusian 
society about LGBTQ+ people showed that 79% of 
respondents personally know one or more LGBTQ+ person, 
and 59.5% believe that LGBTQ+ people live under social 
pressure in Belarus. 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
SOC research showed that 43% of respondents find it 
unacceptable for their child to be LGBTI and 34% find it 
unacceptable to have a relative to be LGBTI.

BULGARIA
A representative study affirmed that public acceptance 
towards LGBTI people continues to increase, albeit slowly.

CYPRUS
There has been an increasing wave of homophobic and 
transphobic rhetoric, especially within social media, with 
creation of online communities for so-called protection of 
traditional families and of children from sexual education.

Cyprus Youth Council research showed that 20% of 
respondents found same-sex relationships somewhat 
acceptable and 54% fully agree with equal marriage. 
Another survey highlighted that one in three Cypriots 
support same-sex couples having children.

CROATIA
The Ombudsperson’s study on discrimination found 
that negative public opinions about LGBTQ people are 
decreasing, especially among young people. 

CZECHIA
Public opinion continued to be positive on marriage 
equality, based on surveys from several different agencies, 
averaging around 65% Significantly, support is up by 11% 
since 2019 to 58% in 2023 based on a survey carried out by 
state-owned agency CVVM.

DENMARK
A study found that one in five people have a positive 
attitude towards gender-neutral language.

ESTONIA
The Estonian Human Rights Centre’s poll found that 53% 
of Estonians support marriage equality (2012: 34%) and as 
much as 75% among people in their 20s.

HUNGARY
A representative public poll found that despite Hungary’s 
anti-LGBTQI laws, support for LGBTQI rights has increased. 
72% think LGR should be available, 56% support adoption 
by same-sex couples, and 62% think the state is obliged to 
protect LGBTQI people from discrimination. 

In ten years, support for marriage equality increased by 
150%. However, another study published by the Social 
Science Research Centre  showed that almost half of 
Hungarian respondents think that same-sex couples and 
their children are not a family.

IRELAND
A government-commissioned study found that the 
vast majority of the population accepts LGBTQ people, 
but trans/non-binary people are supported less than 
cisgender LGBQ people. 

KOSOVO
The regional organisation ERA’s report Attitudes towards 
LGBTIQ+ people in the Western Balkans concluded that 
Kosovo needs to step up efforts to raise awareness and 
improve public perceptions about LGBTIQ+ people. 

LATVIA
In March, the social opinion polling agency SKDS and 
Mozaika’s poll found that half of the population had a 
neutral stance towards ‘homosexual’ people and 26% were 
accepting (2015: 9%). 

MALTA
The Parliamentary Secretariat for Reforms launched 
guidelines for media reporting on the LGBTIQ+ 
community. 

MONTENEGRO
Public opinion regarding the LGBTI community remains 
negative. A survey conducted by LGBTIQ Social Centre in 
2023, published in September, found that 80% of citizens 
of Montenegro believe that “homosexuality is deviant, 
unnatural, and not normal”.

NETHERLANDS
A poll from the media outlet Hart Van Nederland found 
that two-thirds of the Dutch population have no issues 
with gender-neutral toilets. 

PUBLIC OPINION

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDn8ZrjXzaSjE0TqMw6IVd7YkWxdPzCB/view
https://soc.ba/site/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Prihvatanje-s-Distance-WEB-ENG-FIN-2.pdf
https://glasfoundation.bg/en/the-people-in-bulgaria-are-becoming-more-accepting-of-lgbti-people/
https://cyprus-mail.com/2023/10/26/homophobic-remarks-on-cyprus-tv-spark-outrage/
https://net-hr.translate.goog/danas/hrvatska/veliko-istrazivanje-hrvati-smatraju-da-ih-najvise-diskriminiraju-na-poslu-a-evo-i-koga-vide-kao-najveceg-diskriminatora-u-zemlji-d1c4ad30-aba0-11ed-a960-622cc676e711?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=it&_x_tr_hist=true
https://www.jsmefer.cz/podpora_manzelstvi_pro_vsechny_pary_2023
https://www.a4medier.dk/ligestilling/artikel/hver-femte-dansker-har-en-positiv-holdning-til-koensneutralt-sprogbrug
https://estonianworld.com/life/over-a-half-of-estonians-support-equal-marriage/
https://humanrights.ee/en/2023/05/more-than-half-of-people-in-estonia-support-marriage-equality/
https://hatter.hu/hirek/milliokat-koltott-a-kormany-a-propagandara-a-tobbseg-megis-vedene-az-lmbtqi-embereket-a
https://telex.hu/english/2023/07/03/the-number-of-hungarians-in-favour-of-gay-marriage-has-increased-one-and-a-half-times-in-ten-years
https://telex.hu/belfold/2023/10/24/csalad-fogalom-tanulmany-szociologia-felmeres-definicio-magyar-lakossag
https://gcn.ie/lgbtq-irish-population-attitudes-survey/
https://www.facebook.com/csgd.kosova/posts/601956671970680?ref=embed_post
https://www.tvnet.lv/7785149/politiki-neatspogulo-sabiedribas-nostaju-pret-lgbtq-kas-sabiedriba-ir-uzlabojusies
https://tvmnews.mt/en/news/media-guidelines-published-for-lgbtiq-community/
https://humanrights.gov.mt/en/Documents/Queer Dictionary Terminology and Definitions %5BEN%5D.pdf
https://humanrights.gov.mt/en/Documents/Queer Dictionary Terminology and Definitions %5BEN%5D.pdf
https://media.lgbtiq.me/2023/10/Izvjestaj-o-istrazivanju-stavova-gradjana-i-gradjanki-za-web.pdf
https://nltimes.nl/2023/08/20/majority-dutch-people-unconcerned-gender-neutral-toilets
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NORTH MACEDONIA
A poll found that over half of North Macedonians support 
sex education in school, but less approve that LGBT topics 
should be included.

Coalition Margins published a study in October, finding 
that homophobic views are common regardless of 
political affiliation.

POLAND
An Ipsos poll found that over half of the population 
supports Pride marches and a quarter think that the 
growing number of marches is a positive phenomenon.

Another Ipsos poll showed that support for equal 
marriage has grown from 21 to 32% in the last decade. 
64% of respondents believe that trans people should be 
protected from discrimination.

ROMANIA
A representative public opinion poll found that 41% of 
Romanians support or are neutral about civil partnership, 
with 48% of young people (18-27) and 59% of those living 
in Bucharest being in favour of it. 70% of Romanians would 
accept their child if they came out as gay. It should be 
noted that awareness about SOGI was very low, with 43% 
of respondent’s stating that they did not know what the 
term “heterosexual” meant and only 13% were familiar 
with the term “non-binary”. Another notable aspect was 
that 56% of respondents wanted pride parades to be 
forbidden. 

RUSSIA
Public opinion about LGBT has worsened over the past 
years as anti-LGBT state propaganda has intensified (see 
here and here). 80 percent of respondents to a survey 
by the independent research group Russian Field said 
that the non-heterosexual orientation of a hypothetical 
candidate for the Russian presidency would rather repulse 
them.

SLOVAKIA
A study by the Slovak Academy of Sciences found that 
Slovaks consider LGBTI+ people to be the second most 
discriminated group, following the Roma.

In August, a poll by the TV channel JOJ 24 found that 40% 
of Slovaks support introducing registered partnership.

SLOVENIA
Legebitra carried out a public opinion research on the 
acceptance of rainbow families in Slovenia. The results 
showed that there is 45% support for rainbow families in 
Slovenia, 36% have a negative attitude towards rainbow 
families and 19% are undecided.

TURKEY
A study found that 30% of society supports legal 
recognition for different sexual orientations. 

UKRAINE
(See also under Equality and Non-discrimination)

A number of public opinion studies were published this 
year, showing that public attitudes towards same-sex 
partnerships are relatively open. For instance, two studies 
found that about a third support same-sex partnerships 
and one in five are neutral; another study found that more 
than half of the population are supportive. KIIS’s survey 
also found that two-thirds of the respondents thought 
LGBT people should have the same rights as everyone else. 

UNITED KINGDOM
A study by the Policy Institute at King’s College London 
and Ipsos UK found that only 1% of the population thinks 
trans issues would be a deciding factor in the 2024 
elections.

UZBEKISTAN
The police continued to be the main perpetrators of anti-
LGBT violence, including through extortion.

https://english.republika.mk/news/macedonia/macedonians-and-albanians-divided-on-the-issue-of-sexual-education-but-all-oppose-sharing-lgbt-materials-in-public-schools/
https://www.radiomof.mk/makedonskata-homofobija-gi-splotuva-levicata-i-desnicata-a-mazhite-se-posamouvereni-za-politichko-uchestvo-od-zhenite/?fbclid=IwAR0veA0X5Y5p0n4CJow6VzNe8WH3kzsJlSTzbEikterNVWT1mrLRTLXeJQo
http://coalition.org.mk/archives/portfolio_page/otvoreno_skrieni_opresii?fbclid=IwAR35bKrZAmZB0GRtd9jmvBRgRcW4hhRTtdj97zGVeHyZ5IRci13xYC-PBZg
https://www.rp.pl/spoleczenstwo/art38681171-sondaz-kto-wspiera-parady-rownosci-pis-kontra-reszta-swiata
https://www.ipsos.com/pl-pl/wiekszosc-polakow-chce-legalizacji-zwiazkow-osob-tej-samej-plci
https://www.mozaiqlgbt.ro/barometru-2023/
https://parniplus.com/lgbt-movement/rossiyane-stali-huzhe-otnositsya-k-lgbt-na-fone-repressij-sotsiologi/
https://parniplus.com/news/novyj-opros-ob-otnoshenii-rossiyan-k-lgbt-soobshhestvu/
https://russianfield.com/180days
https://www-parlamentnelisty-sk.translate.goog/spravy/538772/slovaci-povazuju-za-najviac-diskriminovanych-romov-a-lgbti-ludi-vidia-to-tak-najma-mladsi-a-volici-dvoch-stran/?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr
https://www-postoj-sk.translate.goog/136982/viac-ako-polovica-slovakov-je-proti-zavedeniu-registrovanych-partnerstiev?_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=fr
https://kaosgl.org/haber/toplumun-yuzde-otuzu-lgbti-lara-esitligi-savunmaktan-vazgecmiyor
https://gay.org.ua/en/blog/2023/07/08/situation-of-lgbtq-in-ukraine-january-june-2023/
https://gay.org.ua/en/blog/2023/08/25/public-support-for-the-legalization-of-same-sex-unions-in-ukraine-is-growing/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/echr-rules-favour-rights-same-sex-couples-ukraine-2023-06-01/
https://gay.org.ua/en/blog/2023/06/15/ukrainians-improved-their-attitude-towards-lgbt-people-during-the-year/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2023/11/03/trans-culture-wars-politics-uk-research/
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