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* Based on total ‘Widespread’
** Based on total ‘Agree’ Special Eurobarometer 535: Discrimination in the EU

69% 64%
of EU citizens say** lesbian, 
gay and bisexual people 
should have the same 
rights as heterosexual people 
(marriage, adoption, parental rights)

of EU citizens say** that 
transgender people 
should have the same 
rights as anyone else 
(marriage, adoption, parental rights)

Agreement varies widely between Member States*
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72% of Europeans agree** 
that same sex marriages should be 
allowed throughout Europe
(+3pp since 2019)

Share of Europeans that say that in their country discrimination is 
widespread* based on

Being 
transgender

57%
(+9pp since 2019)

Sexual orientation
(for example being lesbian, 
gay or bisexual)

54%
(+1pp since 2019)

Being 
intersex

47%
(+8pp since 2019)

Discrimination in the EU: 
LGBTIQ



Items or questions without evolution in brackets are new
***Scale: Uncomfortable (1 to 4), Moderately comfortable (5 and 6), Comfortable (7 to 10) Special Eurobarometer 535: Discrimination in the EU

Share of Europeans that say they would feel comfortable*** with:

in the highest
elected position

A lesbian, gay or 
bisexual person

68%

A transgender person 
or an intersex person

58%

as a
colleague

A lesbian, gay or 
bisexual person

75%

A transgender person 
or an intersex person

69%

in a love
relationship
with one of
their children

A person of
the same sex 
as your child

59%

A transgender person 
or an intersex person

48%

71%
(No change
since 2019)

68%

A majority of respondents think school lessons and material should 
include information about diversity in terms of:

Sexual orientation 
(for example being 
lesbian, gay or bisexual)

The existence of 
multiple gender identities 
(for example being transgender) 

A
B C

1

2 3

of Europeans believe that 
transgender persons should be 
able to change their civil documents 
to match their gender identity

agree that official documents should 
offer a third option (X or O) besides 
Female and Male for those persons who do 
not identify as female and male

62% 47%
(+1pp since 2019)(+3pp since 2019)

of EU citizens would provide anonymous 
information about their gender 
identity (for example being transgender) if that 
could help to combat discrimination

of EU citizens would provide anonymous 
information about their sexual orientation 
(for example being lesbian, gay or bisexual) if that could 
help to combat discrimination

60% 59%
(-3pp since 2019)


