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ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, AND INTERSEX PEOPLE COVERING 
THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2021

ALBANIA
Activists raisedƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴşŔƴƝÝǪÝƏ�Ľƴ´�ƝƹĽÝƝƴĭŔƴ�Ľ¥�Ŕĭ�ƴ
on IDAHOT. 

ANDORRA
With the endorsement of the municipality in Andorra’s 
capital, civil society painted a huge rainbow crossing 
between Avinguda Meritxell and Carrer Dr Molines. 
qħĭƝƴǫ�ƝƴƹħÝƴĆƏƝƹƴƹĭŊÝƴƹħ�ƹƴ�ŔƴH&�q.ƴƏĭĔħƹƝƴƝǱŊ¥şĽƴǫ�Ɲƴ
displayed by a municipality publicly. 

BULGARIA
TŔƴM�ǱƴǎƦÆƴ�ÝǱƝƹǪĭÝƴpresented ‘Courage to be’ and 
‘Courage to be a parent’, two books for rainbow families. 
�¥şǓƹƴǎǼƴÝǰƹƏÝŊĭƝƹƝƴ�ŵŵÝ�ƏÝÍƴşǓƹƝĭÍÝƴƹħÝƴ¥ǓĭĽÍĭŔĔƴşúƴ
Radio Plovdiv, where the book event was held. Deystvie 
held events in other towns, for instance in Bourgas in May 
and Varna in June. 

CYPRUS
A scene featuring a kiss between two men was cut from 
the popular Greek series “Agries Melisses”, when it aired in 
Cyprus in November. 

CZECHIA
qħÝƴŵşĽĭƹĭ´ĭƝ�ƹĭşŔƴşúƴƹħÝƴ�ǸÝ´ħƴŵǓ¥Ľĭ´ƴq�ƴ�ŔÍƴradio 
continued this year. A representative of the Roman Cathlic 
Church was appointedƴƹşƴƹħÝƴƝǓŵÝƏǪĭƝşƏǱƴ¥ş�ƏÍƴşúƴ�ǸÝ´ħƴ
Radio, but later resigned and is now an assistant to a far-
right MP.

qħÝƴ�ŔƹĭīH&�qƀƴşƏĔ�ŔĭƝ�ƹĭşŔƴ�ĽĽĭ�Ŕ´ÝƴúşƏƴ%�ŊĭĽǱƴĆĽÝÍƴ�ƴ
´şŊŵĽ�ĭŔƹƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴ�ǸÝ´ħƴq�ƴ´Ľ�ĭŊĭŔĔƴƹħ�ƹƴĭƹƝƴƏÝŵşƏƹĭŔĔƴ
on equal marriage is biased. The supervisory board 
partially sustained the complaint. In April, the   European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU) warnedƴƹħ�ƹƴ�ǸÝ´ħƴŊÝÍĭ�ƴ
freedom was under threat and that an increasing number 
şúƴŊÝŊ¥ÝƏƝƴ�ƏÝƴ�þĽĭ�ƹÝÍƴǫĭƹħƴƹħÝƴƏǓĽĭŔĔƴŵ�ƏƹǱżƴ��wƴ´�ĽĽÝÍƴ
şŔƴ�ǸÝ´ħĭ�ƴƹşƴŵƏşƹÝ´ƹƴŊÝÍĭ�ƴŵĽǓƏ�ĽĭƝŊż

DENMARK
Months of attacks on gender and migration studies and 
researchers culminated in MPs Henrik Dahl (LA) and 
Morten Messerschmidt (Danish People’s Party) tabling 
‘On excessive activism in certain research environments’, 
backed by parliamentary majority.

HUNGARY
In January, the consumer protection authority found that 

consumers’ rights would be violated if the publishers of 
the children’s book, Wonderland is for Everyone did not 
include a warning that it contains “behaviour patterns that 
ÍÝǪĭ�ƹÝƴúƏşŊƴƹƏ�ÍĭƹĭşŔ�ĽƴĔÝŔÍÝƏƴŔşƏŊƝƊżƴH�¥ƏĭƝǸƴHÝƝ¥ĭ�Ŕƴ
Association, the publisher, turned to the courts. On 15 
July, the European Commission launched infringement 
procedures against Hungary, concerning the censorship.

In January, the Media Council launched an investigation 
against the TV channel RTLKlub for streaming a PSA about 
rainbow families. The investigation is pending. 

In March, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human 
cĭĔħƹƝƴ�ǓŔĸ�ƴMĭĸ�ƹşǪĭµƴissued a statement on the lack of 
media pluralism and independence in Hungary and called 
for compliance with international standards.

The government continued its crackdown on LGBTIQ 
ƏĭĔħƹƝżƴTŔƴǎĈƴM�ǱÆƴ%ĭÍÝƝǸƴtabled amendments to enable 
ƉƝƹƏĭ´ƹÝƏƴ�´ƹĭşŔƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴŵ�ÝÍşŵħĭĽÝƴşüÝŔÍÝƏƝƴ�ŔÍƴƹħÝƴ
protection of children’’. The draft text was changedƴĆǪÝƴ
days before the planned vote, practically banning any 
discussion of LGBT issues in front of minors, including in 
schools and media. The provisions include a ban on the 
ƉŵşƏƹƏ�Ǳ�Ľƴ�ŔÍƴƹħÝƴŵƏşŊşƹĭşŔƴşúƴĔÝŔÍÝƏƴĭÍÝŔƹĭƹǱƴÍĭüÝƏÝŔƹƴ
from sex at birth, the change of sex and homosexuality”. 

More than 160 NGOs, schools, professional organisations, 
unions, embassies, and companies demanded that the 
parliament vote against the bill. Over 133,000 signatures 
demanded an end to the anti-LGBT crackdown. Civil 
society held a large demonstration outside the Parliament 
with over 10,000 people attending. 

TŔƴŪĎƴBǓŔÝÆƴƹħÝƴŵ�ƏĽĭ�ŊÝŔƹƴadopted the amendments. 
157 MPs were in favour, including members of the Jobbik 
political party. One person voted against, and the other 
opposition parties boycotted the vote. A number of 
opposition parties and politicians, including the Budapest 
mayor, condemned the draconian law. 

Civil society launched the #nemvagyegyedül 
(#YouAreNotAlone) campaign to support LGBTQI people 
ĭŔƴƹħĭƝƴÍĭþ´ǓĽƹƴƹĭŊÝżƴqħÝǱƴ�ĽƝşƴ´�ĽĽÝÍƴşŔƴ_ƏÝƝĭÍÝŔƹƴB�ŔşƝƴ
Áder not to sign the law and handed him over 350 hand-
ǫƏĭƹƹÝŔƴĽÝƹƹÝƏƝƴúƏşŊƴ´şŔ´ÝƏŔÝÍƴ´ĭƹĭǸÝŔƝƴ�ŔÍƴĎǼǼƴÝŊ�ĭĽƝƴ
with personal stories, testimonies and worries about the 
possible impact of the law. Áder signed the law, which 
ÝŔƹÝƏÝÍƴĭŔƹşƴúşƏ´ÝƴşŔƴåƴBǓĽǱżƴ�kTƝƴvow to continue their 
work as before. In August, a coalition of NGOs turned to 
the Ombudsperson to review the constitutionality of the 
amendments. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

https://vimeo.com/554760104
https://www.altaveu.com/vinyetes/pas-cap-igualtat_30426_102.html
https://www.deystvie.org/post/homofobia
https://www.deystvie.org/post/smelosttadabudeshroditel
https://www.deystvie.org/post/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%8F%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%82%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D0%B1%D1%8A%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%88-%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB-%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B2-%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B0-1
https://www.starobserver.com.au/news/cyprus-censors-gay-kiss-on-tv/208052
https://www.starobserver.com.au/news/cyprus-censors-gay-kiss-on-tv/208052
https://www.starobserver.com.au/news/cyprus-censors-gay-kiss-on-tv/208052
https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/mediahub/rada-ceskeho-rozhlasu-rada-pro-rozhlasove-a-televizni-vysilani-snemovna.A200930_101726_mediahub_jpl
https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/mediahub/rada-ceskeho-rozhlasu-rada-pro-rozhlasove-a-televizni-vysilani-snemovna.A200930_101726_mediahub_jpl
https://www.ebu.ch/news/2021/04/public-service-media-in-the-czech-republic-under-threat
https://politiken.dk/debat/debatindlaeg/art8234438/Vi-bliver-intimideret-og-chikaneret-i-en-s%C3%A5dan-grad-at-flere-er-blevet-sygemeldt
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://www.ft.dk/samling/20201/vedtagelse/v137/index.htm
https://hatter.hu/hirek/billogot-utne-a-fogyasztovedelem-az-lmbtqi-szereploket-is-bemutato-konyvekre
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/15/eu-launches-legal-action-over-lgbtq-rights-in-hungary-and-poland%20
https://ilga-europe.org/resources/news/latest-news/todays-infringements-eu-has-clarified-member-states-can-no-longer-act
https://hatter.hu/hirek/a-magyar-allam-nem-hogy-nem-vedi-aktivan-alaassa-az-lmbtqi-emberek-szabadsagat-es-jogait
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXLuhRgihog
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/it-is-high-time-for-hungary-to-restore-journalistic-and-media-freedoms
https://hatter.hu/hirek/a-magyar-allam-nem-hogy-nem-vedi-aktivan-alaassa-az-lmbtqi-emberek-szabadsagat-es-jogait
https://www.parlament.hu/irom41/16365/16365.pdf
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https://hatter.hu/hirek/nemvagyegyedul-tiltakozok
https://hatter.hu/hirek/tarsadalmi-tamogatottsaga-nincsen-az-orszaggyules-megis-megszavazta-a-putyini
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2021/06/15/hungary-lgbt-protest-trans-gay-ban-schools-viktor-orban/
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https://hatter.hu/hirek/mindenki-jogain-atgazol-a-homofob-es-transzfob-propagandatorveny-az-alapveto-jogok-biztosanak
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Several international actors spoke out against the law, 
including MEPs, Ūåƴ�wƴMÝŊ¥ÝƏƴkƹ�ƹÝƝ, UN mandate 
holders, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe, the Venice Commission, and the Council of 
Europe Commissioner for Human Rights.

Government representatives denied the anti-LGBT nature 
of the laws, including Prime Minister Viktor Orbán (see 
here and here).

TŔƴǎǼƴBǓĽǱÆƴTƏ¥�Ŕƴannounced a referendum on LGBT 
issues as a response to EU infringement procedures. On 
30 July, the National Election Committee approved the 
ŵƏşŵşƝÝÍƴƃǓÝƝƹĭşŔƝżƴTŔƴǎƬƴT´ƹş¥ÝƏƴħşǫÝǪÝƏÆƴƹħÝƴ�ǓƏĭ�ƴ
of Hungary refused to authorise the question, “Do you 
support that gender reassignment treatments should be 
available for children?”. The government appealed the 
decision at the Constitutional Court and won.

In July, a bookshop selling the Hungarian translation 
of the American children’s book, Early One Morning, 
which features rainbow families, was ĆŔÝÍ for stocking it 
amongst other children’s publications. The decision was 
successfully challenged in court.

ICELAND
c�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴǫÝƏÝƴraised across the capital on the 
occasion of IDAHOBIT on 17 May.

A rainbow pedestrian crossing was unveiled in August on 
the occasion of Pride week in the capital, along the city 
´ÝŔƹƏÝƌƝƴƴƴ.ŔĔŠĽúƝƝƹƏ�ƹĭż

IRELAND
The Our Lady of the Assumption Church received backlash 
�úƹÝƏƴƏ�ĭƝĭŔĔƴƹħÝƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔżƴHş´�ĽƝƴheld a vigil to show 
solidarity with the Church.

ITALY
_şŵƴƝƹ�Əƴ%ÝÍÝǸƴaccused the state TV Rai of censorship 
after Rai wanted to pre-approve the singer’s comments 
Ŋ�ÍÝƴ�ƹƴ�ƴĽĭǪÝƴ´şŔ´ÝƏƹƴƝƹƏÝ�ŊƴĭŔƴM�Ǳżƴ%ÝÍÝǸƴÝǪÝŔƹǓ�ĽĽǱƴĔşƹƴ
the green light and called out the right-wing League party 
for its anti-LGBT statements and stalling of the Zan law 
(see under Bias Motivated Violence).

KYRGYZSTAN
In August, the President signed the law on “manipulating 
information”, also expected to further limit freedom of 
expression.

Labrys, in collaboration with other NGOs put in place 
funding to encourage more content on LGBT issues from 
journalists and activists in the region. 

LATVIA
On 11 November, the parliament rejected three 
amendments to the Law on the Protection of the Children’s 
Rights, which would have prohibited the promotion of any 
materials that could “pose a threat to the psychological 
ÍÝǪÝĽşŵŊÝŔƹƴşúƴ�ƴ´ħĭĽÍƊƴ�ŔÍưşƏƴƉŵşƝÝƴ�ƴƹħƏÝ�ƹƴƹşƴ�ƴ´ħĭĽÍƌƝƴ
¥ĭşĽşĔĭ´�ĽƴĔÝŔÍÝƏƊƴ�ŔÍưşƏƴƉŊ�ǱƴĽÝ�Íƴƹşƴ�ƴÍÝǪĭ�ƹĭşŔƴúƏşŊƴ
gender identity, interest in gender reassignment, and a 
predisposition to homosexuality”.

LITHUANIA
In light of this year’s developments in Hungary, many 
remained concerned about Lithuania’s Law on the 
_ƏşƹÝ´ƹĭşŔƴşúƴMĭŔşƏƝƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴƹħÝƴ�ÝƹƏĭŊÝŔƹ�Ľƴ�üÝ´ƹƴşúƴ
Public Information, which has been in place for a decade 
�ŔÍƴħ�Ɲƴħ�Íƴ�ƴ´ħĭĽĽĭŔĔƴÝüÝ´ƹƴşŔƴƹħÝƴH&�qaƴ´şŊŊǓŔĭƹǱżƴqħÝƴ
ECtHR’s judgement in the caseƴM�´�ƹãƴǪżƴHĭƹħǓ�Ŕĭ�ƴon this 
Ľ�ǫƴĭƝƴÝǰŵÝ´ƹÝÍƴĭŔƴǎǼǎǎżƴ

NORWAY
kÝǪÝƏ�ĽƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴǫÝƏÝƴtorn down during Pride month 
in June, including from outside the Oslo municipality and 
from several Oslo schools. The schools and authorities 
ƏÝŵÝ�ƹÝÍĽǱƴƏÝŵĽ�´ÝÍƴƹħÝƴČ�ĔƝÆƴ�ŔÍƴƝşŊÝƴ´şŊŊǓŔĭƹĭÝƝƴ
ŵƏşǪĭÍÝÍƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴúşƏƴħşǓƝÝħşĽÍƝƴĭŔƴƹħÝƴ�ƏÝ�ż

The issue of gendered indigeneous Sámi clothing was 
discussed this year. 

POLAND
qħƏÝÝƴ�´ƹĭǪĭƝƹƝÆƴBş�ŔŔ�ƴ&ǸǱƏ�ī.ƝĻ�ŔÍ�ƏÆƴ�ŔŔ�ƴ_ƏǓƝƴ�ŔÍƴ
�Ľǻ¥ĭÝƹ�ƴ_şÍĽÝƞŔ�, who created stickers of the Virgin 
Mary with a rainbow halo, were acquittedƴşŔƴǎƴM�Ə´ħżƴqħÝƴ
activists could have faced two years in prison. Prosecutor 
Ziobro appealed the ruling, with a new hearing planned for 
ǎǼǎǎż

The four creators of the Atlas of Hate, an online map 
Ľ�ǓŔ´ħÝÍƴĭŔƴǎǼŪřÆƴǫħĭ´ħƴƹƏ�´ĻƝƴǫħĭ´ħƴŊǓŔĭ´ĭŵ�ĽĭƹĭÝƝƴ
have adopted anti-LGBT resolutions, hadƴƹħÝĭƏƴĆƏƝƹƴ´şǓƏƹƴ
hearings in July and October, facing up to 36,000 euro in 
ĆŔÝżƴ�ƹĽ�Ɲƴşúƴ,�ƹÝƴĭƝƴú�´ĭŔĔƴƝÝǪÝŔƴĽ�ǫƝǓĭƹƝż
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  In a resolution adopted on 16 September, the European 
Parliament condemned the continuing deterioration 
of media freedom and the rule of law in Poland, and its 
impact on LGBTI rights.

ROMANIA
On 1 June, the ECtHR found a violation of the right 
to private and family life, freedom of association and 
assembly, and the prohibition of discrimination in the 
case of ACCEPT   Association and Others v. Romania, which 
is under enhanced supervision. The case concerned a 
ŵƏşƹÝƝƹƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴ�ƴƝ´ƏÝÝŔĭŔĔƴşúƴ�ƴĆĽŊƴĭŔǪşĽǪĭŔĔƴ�ƴƝ�ŊÝī
ƝÝǰƴú�ŊĭĽǱƴÍǓƏĭŔĔƴ����_qƌƝƴH&�qƴ,ĭƝƹşƏǱƴMşŔƹħƴĭŔƴǎǼŪǄżƴ
The protesters were carrying far-right paraphernalia and 
abused cinemagoers. The Court ruled that the Romanian 
�ǓƹħşƏĭƹĭÝƝƴħ�Íƴú�ĭĽÝÍƴƹşƴşüÝƏƴ�ÍÝƃǓ�ƹÝƴŵƏşƹÝ´ƹĭşŔƴ�ŔÍƴ
ƹşƴÝüÝ´ƹĭǪÝĽǱƴĭŔǪÝƝƹĭĔ�ƹÝÆƴ�ŔÍƴƹħ�ƹƴƉĭŔƴÍşĭŔĔƴƝşÆƴƹħÝƴ
authorities showed their own bias towards members of the 
LGBT community”.

RUSSIA
There were several attempts again this year to block 
LGBTI-themed websites, including   the Russian LGBT 
Network’s social media accounts, the news and health 
site Parni PLUS, and social media of the Alliance of 
Heterosexuals and LGBT for Equality. Parni PLUS was ĆŔÝÍ 
300,000 rubles. The blocking of Alliance’s social media 
was successfully appealed in court by Stimul LGBT group. 
Their social media pages had to be unblocked; the case 
continues in a local court.

Three out of four venues cancelled on QueerFest after 
receiving threats from anti-LGBT activists.  

The Russian LGBT Network reported in January that the 
Federal Security Service (FSB) was involved in launching at 
least four ‘propaganda’ cases, including that against Yulia 
Tsvetkova (see below). Such actions fall clearly outside 
ƹħÝƴŊ�ŔÍ�ƹÝƴşúƴƹħÝƴ%k�żƴqħÝƴNÝƹǫşƏĻƴĆĽÝÍƴ�ƴ´şŊŵĽ�ĭŔƹƴ
ƹşƴƹħÝƴ_ƏşƝÝ´ǓƹşƏżƴqħÝƴƏÝŵşƏƹƝƴ�ĽƝşƴČ�Ĕƴƹħ�ƹƴƹħÝƴ%k�ƴħ�Ɲƴ
requested that its mandate is extended to cover “activities 
to ensure the information security of the Russian 
Federation in the information and psychological sphere”, 
ǫħĭ´ħƴƏÝŊ�ĭŔƝƴǓŔÍÝĆŔÝÍƴ�ƝƴşúƴŔşǫżƴ

On 10 March, a Moscow District Court ordered the 
blocking of a video about same-sex adoption. In July, the 
Moscow City Court overturned the ruling and returned the 
case to the District Court. In September, the District Court 

agreed and the prosecutor dropped the charges.
qħÝƴwFƴĆĽŊƴƋkǓŵÝƏŔşǪ�ƌƴǫ�ƝƴĆƏƝƹƴcensored by a number 
of Russian cinemas, by cutting a three-minute sex scene 
between a married gay couple, but due to public pressure 
ǫ�ƝƴƹħÝŔƴƏÝīƏÝĽÝ�ƝÝÍƴĭŔƴĭƹƝƴşƏĭĔĭŔĭ�ĽƴúşƏŊƴĭŔƴ�ŵƏĭĽżƴ�ƴĆĽŊƴ
about the Swedish author Tove Jansson was released in 
´ĭŔÝŊ�ƝƴƹħĭƝƴǱÝ�ƏƴīƴŔşƴÍĭþ´ǓĽƹĭÝƝƴǫÝƏÝƴƏÝŵşƏƹÝÍżƴ

In May, a prosecutor ĆĽÝÍƴ´ħ�ƏĔÝƝƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴ�şĽ´Ýƴ�ƴ
Gabbana, asking the courts to ban their ad, which featured 
two women kissing. 

The food shop VkusVill featured a rainbow family on their 
ad for ‘Family Happiness Recipes’ and received serious 
backlash from customers and commenters. The family 
itself received countless death threats and ČÝÍ the 
country soon after. VkusVill published an apology to its 
customers in July saying the ad was a “mistake”, which was 
criticised by LGBTI people and allies.  

On 1 July, the President signed into law an amendment 
that introduces criminal liability for links with ‘undesirable 
organisations’. Previously, only leadership or repeated 
activity was punishable, but the new amendments also 
´şǪÝƏƴ�ŔǱƴƋŵ�Əƹĭ´ĭŵ�ƹĭşŔƌƴ�ŔÍƴƋĆŔ�Ŕ´ĭŔĔƌż

Yulia Tsvetkova, artist and activist, continued to be 
persecuted this year for her drawings of rainbow families 
and the feminist blog and social media group she ran. 
Yulia’s social media work focuses on bodies, menstruation, 
�ŔÍƴşƹħÝƏƴħ�ƏŊĽÝƝƝƴƹşŵĭ´ƝżƴTŔƴŪǎƴB�ŔǓ�ƏǱÆƴƝħÝƴǫ�Ɲƴagain 
charged with ‘distribution of pornography’ in connection 
with online dissemination of her feminist drawings. This is 
the fourth time that the Investigative Committee indicted 
Yulia on these charges. Yulia spent several months under 
ħşǓƝÝƴ�ƏƏÝƝƹƴĭŔƴǎǼǎǼÆƴ�ŔÍƴǫ�ƝƴŵǓƹƴƹħƏşǓĔħƴÍşǸÝŔƝƴşúƴ
interrogations and a psychiatric examination. She is still 
under gag order and cannot leave her town. In May, Yulia 
went on a six-day hunger strike to demand a speedy and 
fair trial after two years of investigation. During the latest 
hearing on 6 May, the judge denied Yulia’s request to bring 
in a public defender. The trial was once again postponed 
due to absence of prosecution’s witnesses. Yulia could 
face up to six years in prison. She continues to regularly 
receive death threats, and her formal complaints to the 
ŵşĽĭ´Ýƴ�ƏÝƴŊÝƹƴǫĭƹħƴ´şŊŵĽÝƹÝƴĭŔÍĭüÝƏÝŔ´Ýƴ�ŔÍƴĭŔ�´ƹĭşŔżƴ
Over the past few years, Yulia’s case was closely followed 
by national and international media, the public, and human 
rights organisations (see here, here, here, and here).
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.ŔƴNşǪÝŊ¥ÝƏÆƴq�ƴ´ħ�ŔŔÝĽƴMǓǸīq�ƴǫ�ƝƴĆŔÝÍƴŪƴmillion 
ƏşǓ¥ĽÝƝƴúşƏƴƉŵƏşŵ�Ĕ�ŔÍ�ƊƴÍǓƏĭŔĔƴ�ƴĽĭǪÝīƝƹƏÝ�ŊÝÍƴMǓǸīq�ƴ
Award ceremony. The expert statement that informed the 
court decision referred to appearance, clothing, and

statements of some of the celebrity guests of the 
ceremony as “promoting non-traditional sexual relations”. 
In November, the website and online movie theatre by Side 
by Side LGBT Film Festival were blocked in Russia by the 
Russian media monitoring agency. Later the Ministry of 
Culture denied the Festival’s request to be listed among 
�´´ƏÝÍĭƹÝÍƴĭŔƹÝƏŔ�ƹĭşŔ�ĽƴúÝƝƹĭǪ�ĽƝƴşúƴǎǼǎǎżƴ%ÝƝƹĭǪ�ĽƝƴ
outside of this list need to apply for rental licences for 
Ý�´ħƴĆĽŊƴƝÝŵ�Ə�ƹÝĽǱƴīƴ�ƴ¥�ƏÝĽǱƴĭŊŵĽÝŊÝŔƹ�¥ĽÝƴŵƏş´ÝÍǓƏÝżƴ
Side by Side will appeal both decisions in court.

SPAIN
HÝĔ�ĽƴƏşǫƝƴşǪÝƏƴƹħÝƴÍĭƝŵĽ�ǱƴşúƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴcontinued 
this year. Courts in ��Ə�ĔşǸ� and Sevilla ruled that the 
ŊǓŔĭ´ĭŵ�ĽĭƹĭÝƝƴ´�ŔŔşƹƴƏ�ĭƝÝƴƹħÝƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔżƴwƝĭŔĔƴƹħÝƴ
Supreme Court’s ruling as an excuse, the City of Madrid 
did not displayƴƹħÝƴČ�Ĕƴ�ƹƴƹħÝƴ´ĭƹǱƴħ�ĽĽƴƹħĭƝƴǱÝ�Əƴ�ŔÍƴdid 
not useƴƹħÝƴƦǼǼīŊÝƹƏÝƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƴƹħÝƴŊǓŔĭ´ĭŵ�ĽĭƹǱƴ
ŵǓƏ´ħ�ƝÝÍƴĭŔƴǎǼǎǼż

TAJIKISTAN
This year, several Tajik bloggers addressed LGBTQI+ 
issues on their platforms and had live streaming sessions 
with members of the LGBTQI+ community. For instance, 
prominent blogger Shoira Pulatova had an open 
conversation with LGBTQI+ people on her page, discussing 
sexuality, gender, and societies. 

TURKEY
On 5 March, the Adana Security Directorate announced 
that any display of signs about LGBTI+ rights or the 
�şĕ�ǸĭºĭƴwŔĭǪÝƏƝĭƹǱƴŵƏşƹÝƝƹƝÆƴ�ƏÝƴ¥�ŔŔÝÍƴúşƏƴƹħÝƴÍǓƏ�ƹĭşŔƴ
şúƴƹħÝƴåƴM�Ə´ħƴ�şŊÝŔƌƝƴ��ǱƴÍÝŊşŔƝƹƏ�ƹĭşŔżƴqħÝƴŵşĽĭ´Ýƴ
ĭŔƴF�ÍĳĻţǱƴ�ŔÍƴ�ÝƠĭĻƹ�Ơƴenforced the same censorship on 
Women’s Day marches. 

In May, the Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTÜK) 
ĆŔÝÍƴ�´ǓŔƴ.Ľĳ´�ĽĳƌƝƴÍĭĔĭƹ�ĽƴŵĽ�ƹúşƏŊƴ�ǰǰÝŔƴúşƏƴƝƹƏÝ�ŊĭŔĔƴ
�ŔƴÝŵĭƝşÍÝƴúÝ�ƹǓƏĭŔĔƴƹƏ�ŔƝƴǫşŊ�Ŕƴ��ĕĽ�ƴ�Ļ�ĽĳŔżƴcq{Fƴ
ordered the removal of the piece. 
In July, MP Oya Ersoy (Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)) 
made a statement in parliament in support of Pride and 
LGBTI+ people’s rights, and showed a picture of the 
Ə�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�Ĕż

A number of INGOs launched a billboard campaign in July, 
calling for freedom from violence and equality for LGBTI+ 
people. 

A British young adult novel “Heartstopper”, whose 
protagonist is gay, is being sold in envelopes in Turkish 
bookstores, with the sign “Harmful for children” upon 
the order of the Family and Social Services Ministry. On 
10 September, the Ministry of Family and Social Services 
_ƏşƹÝ´ƹĭşŔƴşúƴMĭŔşƏƝƴşþ´ĭ�ĽĽǱƴ´Ľ�ƝƝĭĆÝÍ the book as 
“obscene”.

�şĕ�ǸĭºĭƴwŔĭǪÝƏƝĭƹǱƴƹƏĭ�ĽƝƴĭŔǪşĽǪĭŔĔƴH&�q.ƀƴƝƹǓÍÝŔƹƝƴ
continued: two are for the general protests against 
appointed Rector Melih Bulu, one is against the LGBTI+ 
Club for the LGBTI+ themed artwork, another is for 
ƝƹǓÍÝŔƹƝƴħşĽÍĭŔĔƴƏ�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝƴÍǓƏĭŔĔƴ�ƴŵƏşƹÝƝƹÆƴ�ŔÍƴ
another for students protesting the arrest of those holding 
Ə�ĭŔ¥şǫƴČ�ĔƝżƴ

Hornet, a dating and partnership network, was removed 
from the Turkish App Store by a court ruling.

TURKMENISTAN
Most international social media sites, including YouTube, 
Facebook, Google, Instagram, even messaging apps, such 
as Whatsapp and Telegram, are blocked in the country. 
People access these sites through VPNs. The availability of 
TV channels is controlled. 

UKRAINE
A number of MPs petitioned to Prime Minister to ban a 
children’s book “Princess + Princess” which that discusses 
same-sex relationships. Public criticism also concerned 
a Swedish sex education book for young boys, which was 
set to be released in Ukraine. 

At the end of December, a group of MPs appealed to the 
Cabinet of Ministers and the Ukrainian State Film Agency 
ƹşƴǫĭƹħÍƏ�ǫƴƝƹ�ƹÝƴúǓŔÍĭŔĔƴúƏşŊƴƉMǱƴ�şǓŔĔƴ_ƏĭŔ´ÝƊƴīƴ�ƴĆĽŊƴ
featuring a gay romance story. In the explanatory note, 
they stated that “an open, erotic, homosexual context 
using Christian symbols and allusions to biblical works” 
´�ǓƝÝƝƴşǓƹƏ�ĔÝƴ�ŊşŔĔƴwĻƏ�ĭŔĭ�Ŕƴ´ĭƹĭǸÝŔƝżƴqħÝǱƴ�ĽƝşƴ
´Ľ�ĭŊÝÍƴƹħ�ƹƴƹħÝƴĆĽŊƴŵƏşŊşƹÝƝƴúşƏÝĭĔŔÆƴŔşŔīƹƏ�ÍĭƹĭşŔ�Ľƴ
values. The State Film Agency responded that withdrawal 
of funding awarded through a competitive selection is 
outside their mandate. The Agency also reminded that 
according to the Constitution, the national cultural policy 
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should be based on ensuring creative freedom and equal 
rights and opportunities.

qħÝƴĆĽŊƌƝƴÍĭƏÝ´ƹşƏÆƴ�ƴwĻƏ�ĭŔĭ�Ŕƴşúƴ�ƏŊÝŔĭ�ŔƴşƏĭĔĭŔÆƴ
Khachatur Vasilian reported an avalanche of hate speech 
and threats against him, following the release of the trailer.

UZBEKISTAN
�Əƹĭ´ĽÝƴŪǎǼƴĭƝƴŵÝƏ´ÝĭǪÝÍƴĭŔƴ´ĭǪĭĽƴƝş´ĭÝƹǱƴ�Ɲƴ�ƴ¥�ŔƴşŔƴH&�qƴ
people and any expression of LGBT issues.

At the end of March, the parliament adopted a bill 
´ƏĭŊĭŔ�ĽĭƝĭŔĔƴƉĭŔƝǓĽƹƴ�ŔÍƴƝĽ�ŔÍÝƏƊƴ�Ĕ�ĭŔƝƹƴwǸ¥ÝĻƴĽÝ�ÍÝƏƝƴ
and prohibiting “disrespect for society, the state, 
state symbols (national and universal values)” and calls 
for demonstrations “in violation of the established 
order.” While the law does not mention LGBTQ+ issues 
ƝŵÝ´ĭĆ´�ĽĽǱÆƴ�´ƹĭǪĭƝƹƝƴħ�ǪÝƴwarned it could further 
persecute them. 
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https://www.thedailybeast.com/gay-teen-romance-film-my-young-prince-sends-ukraines-far-righters-into-raging-frenzy
https://thediplomat.com/2021/04/uzbekistan-criminalizes-online-slander-against-the-president/
https://www.them.us/story/uzbekistan-law-could-outlaw-all-forms-lgbtq-advocacy
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