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Belgium initiated the joint action of 18 EU Member States
who condemned Hungary’s new propaganda law banning
the discussion of LGBT topics in front of minors. The 2020
coalition agreement stated that Belgium will advocate for
LGBTQIA+ rights globally. MEPs of the far-right Vlaams
Belang Belgian party voted against the resolution on
Hungary.

In response to the so-called LGBT-free Zones in Poland,
Wallonia declared itself an LGBTQIA+ Freedom Zone in
July.

Cyprus and the UK have approved the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the Protection
and Promotion of the rights of LGBTI+ people in Europe.
In October, the UK Prime Minister’s Special Envoy on
LGBT Rights met up with the Minister of Justice, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Advisor to the President on
Multiculturalism and Diversity, and other stakeholders to
discuss joint actions.

Croatia was among the few EU Member States that did not
condemn the Hungarian anti-LGBT law.

Czechia failed to publicly condemn the hostilities against
LGBTI+ people in Poland and Hungary again this year,
despite joint and individual actions of EU Member States
on the matter. Nevertheless, civil society held a protest in
front of the Hungarian embassy.

LGBT+ Denmark launched a global Queer Solidarity Fund.
Denmark adopted a new foreign policy strategy, which is
very weak on LGBTI rights.

The change of government had a positive impact

on Estonia’s foreign policy. The new government
adopted a framework and action plan for human rights
diplomacy, which includes the promotion of LGBT+ rights
internationally.

In June, Estonia joined other EU Member States in
condemning the Hungarian anti-LGBT law.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, AND INTERSEX PEOPLE COVERING

The government adopted its foreign policy LGBTI Inclusion
Strategy, inclusive of trans rights issues.

Chancellor Angela Merkel criticised the Hungarian
propagandalaw in June.

In July, Hungary lost over 200 million euro of funding

in grants from Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein,

which could have supported civil society, due to the
government’s failure to agree with the funders on how the
grants would be disbursed.

In February, Iceland, Norway, and Liechtenstein cancelled
a major grant to Poland for its continued crackdown on
LGBTI people and the public support of “LGBT-free zones”.

In March, the Minister of Environment sent a public letter
to Pope Francis asking him to withdraw his decision on
banning Catholic priests from performing same-sex
marriage ceremonies.

Ireland has stood firmly against Hungary’s new
propaganda law.

In September, during an LGBTI UN Core Group event,
Deputy Minister Benedetto Della Vedova called fora UN
strategy to protect LGBTI rights.

In November, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation created the Special Envoy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
for the Human Rights of LGBTI People.

Lichtenstein, alongside Norway and Iceland, cancelled
grants to Poland to show its firm stand against Poland’s
‘LGBT-free Zones’.

Lithuania refused to join the 17 EU Member States who
jointly condemned Hungary’s new propaganda law.
The President condemned the European Commission’s
scrutiny over Hungary.

INDEX


https://wilmes.belgium.be/nl/dertien-eu-lidstaten-verenigen-zich-op-initiatief-van-belgie-om-de-rechten-van-lgbtiq-te-verdedigen
https://www.belgium.be/sites/default/files/Regeerakkoord_2020.pdf
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/176848/vlaams-belang-votes-against-eu-resolution-opposing-hungarys-anti-lgbtiq-law/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/177619/wallonia-declares-itself-an-lgbtqia-freedom-zone/
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/eu-odsoudila-madarsky-anti-lgbt-zakon-je-to-ostuda-tvrdi-cesko-mlci-168016
https://denikn.cz/minuta/648709/
https://lgbt.dk/lgbt-danmark-opretter-solidaritetsfond-for-lgbt-personer-i-noed/
https://um.dk/en/news/newsdisplaypage/?newsID=F401381F-A342-4D38-AA4F-B10A312A6287
https://vm.ee/sites/default/files/vm_inimoigusdiplomaatia_alused_ja_tegevuskava.pdf
https://www.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2021/06/22/hungarian-parliament-amendments-lgbtiq
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/themen/menschenrechte/07-lgbti/lsbti-inklusionskonzept/2445306
https://www.lsvd.de/de/ct/4595-Bundesregierung-beschliesst-LSBTI-Inklusionskonzept-fuer-die-Auswaertige-Politik-und-Entwicklungszusammenarbeit
https://www.lsvd.de/de/ct/4595-Bundesregierung-beschliesst-LSBTI-Inklusionskonzept-fuer-die-Auswaertige-Politik-und-Entwicklungszusammenarbeit
https://www.lsvd.de/de/ct/4595-Bundesregierung-beschliesst-LSBTI-Inklusionskonzept-fuer-die-Auswaertige-Politik-und-Entwicklungszusammenarbeit
https://www.lsvd.de/de/ct/4595-Bundesregierung-beschliesst-LSBTI-Inklusionskonzept-fuer-die-Auswaertige-Politik-und-Entwicklungszusammenarbeit
https://www.lsvd.de/de/ct/4595-Bundesregierung-beschliesst-LSBTI-Inklusionskonzept-fuer-die-Auswaertige-Politik-und-Entwicklungszusammenarbeit
https://www.bundesverband-trans.de/das-erste-lsbti-inklusionskonzept-der-bundesregierung-fuer-die-aussenpolitik-und-entwicklungszusammenarbeit-beruecksichtigt-trans-personen/
https://www.rnd.de/politik/angela-merkel-kritisiert-umstrittenen-beschluss-in-ungarn-halte-das-gesetz-fuer-falsch-NFV3DZCKGVAPPBB4TOHNVE5ULQ.html
https://www.rnd.de/politik/angela-merkel-kritisiert-umstrittenen-beschluss-in-ungarn-halte-das-gesetz-fuer-falsch-NFV3DZCKGVAPPBB4TOHNVE5ULQ.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/hungary-loses-norwegian-funds-as-rule-of-law-concerns-intensify/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-poland-lgbt-norway-trfn-idUSKBN2A22MD
https://www.icelandreview.com/news/environment-minister-writes-pope-over-same-sex-union-blessings/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-56402096
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/ireland-among-13-eu-states-to-condemn-hungarian-anti-lgbt-law-1.4600667
https://gcn.ie/taoiseach-ruairi-holohan-eu-summit/
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/comunicati/della-vedova-onu-rafforzi-la-propria-azione-per-rispetto-diritti-lgbti.html
https://www.onuitalia.com/fabrizio-petri-is-italys-first-special-envoy-for-the-human-rights-of-lgbtqi/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-poland-lgbt-norway-trfn-idUSKBN2A22MD
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/1440545/lithuanian-president-s-refusal-to-censure-hungary-s-anti-lgbtq-law-sparks-controversy-at-home
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/1439307/lithuanian-president-backs-hungary-in-row-over-anti-lgbt-law

Prime Minister Xavier Bettel stood firmly against the new
law in Hungary this year, which bans any discussion of
SOGI issues in schools and on primetime television.

In July, Luxembourg declared itself an LGBTIQ+ Freedom

Zone, in response to developments in Hungary and Poland.

The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs participated
by funding a ‘Luxembourg Truck’ at Cologne Pride in the
summer. This action took place in the framework of a visit
of Luxembourg Pride to Cologne Pride. The host city of
Luxembourg Pride is Esch-sur-Alzette, Cologne’s sister
city.

Malta and its MEP Cyrus Engerer took a lead on the
European Parliament’s resolution to declare the EU an
LGBTIQ Freedom Zone, following the adoption of a
propaganda law in Hungary and continued attacks against
the LGBTIQ community in Poland.

In June, civil society held a demonstration against
Hungary’s propaganda law.

COC launched the government funded the Power of
Pride programme, supporting LGBTI organisations in 22
countries.

Nordic countries agreed to cooperate on a number of
initiatives to address discrimination against LGBTI people
in the region, including when moving from one Nordic
country to another. The activities include the sharing of
good practises with a focus on education, healthcare, and
employment.

Norway withdrew over two billion NOK worth of EEA
funding from Hungary this year, following the erosion
of the rule of law, Hungary’s new propaganda law, and
the unwillingness of the government to agree on an

independent oversight body to manage civil society funds.

The new government program highlights continued
support to combat persecution and discrimination based
on sexual orientation in Norwegian Foreign Policy.
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France’s Minister for EU Affairs was allegedly refused entry
to Krasnik in March, one of Poland’s ‘LGBT-free zones,,
which Poland denied.

In May, the family affairs ministers of the Visegrad

Four (Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia) signed a
‘Declaration Pro Familia’ to commit to supporting ‘families’.
Poland was the only EU country to openly endorse
Hungary’s new propaganda law. 17 EU Member States
jointly condemned the law.

Portugal signed the joint statement of 18 EU Member
States condemning the Hungarian propaganda law,

but only after its Presidency of the Council of the
European Union ended in late June. Initially, Portugal
only condemned the law, saying it needed to be ‘neutral’
holding the Presidency.

In June, ILGA Portugal participated in the LGBTI
Citizenship Seminar organised by the National
Commission of Human Rights and Citizenship of Cape
Verde. The seminar took place to celebrate Pride and
brought togetherlocal LGBTI activists and organisations
with members of Cape Verde’s government and other
stakeholders.

On 2 November, the Portuguese Embassy in Bulgaria
signed a joint statement condemning the anti-LGBTI
attacks against the Rainbow Hub community centre in
Sofia.

In May, Serbia’s Ambassador to Poland, Nikola Zurovac
was fired after expressing support for the Polish LGBTI
community.

On 13 May, the family affairs ministers of the Visegrad
Four (Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia) signed a
‘Declaration Pro Familia’ to commit to supporting ‘families’.

Slovakia did not join the 17 EU Member States who jointly
condemned Hungary’s new propaganda law banning the
discussion of LGBT topics in front of minors. Nonetheless,
President Zuzana Caputova spoke out against the law in
July.

INDEX


https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/luxembourg-says-hungarys-new-anti-lgbt-law-unacceptable-2021-06-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/luxembourg-says-hungarys-new-anti-lgbt-law-unacceptable-2021-06-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/luxembourg-says-hungarys-new-anti-lgbt-law-unacceptable-2021-06-24/
https://www.woxx.lu/luxemburg-wird-lgbtiq-freedom-zone-kartheiser-verteidigt-orban/
https://www.facebook.com/LuxembourgPride/posts/3859773194122771
https://www.facebook.com/LuxembourgPride/posts/3859773194122771
https://www.facebook.com/LuxembourgPride/posts/3859773194122771
https://www.facebook.com/LuxembourgPride/posts/3859773194122771
https://www.facebook.com/LuxembourgPride/posts/3859773194122771
https://lovinmalta.com/ewropej/mgrm-hails-eus-adoption-of-lgbti-freedom-zone-celebrating-maltese-meps-work/
https://lovinmalta.com/ewropej/mgrm-hails-eus-adoption-of-lgbti-freedom-zone-celebrating-maltese-meps-work/
https://lovinmalta.com/ewropej/mgrm-hails-eus-adoption-of-lgbti-freedom-zone-celebrating-maltese-meps-work/
https://lovinmalta.com/ewropej/mgrm-hails-eus-adoption-of-lgbti-freedom-zone-celebrating-maltese-meps-work/
https://lovinmalta.com/ewropej/mgrm-hails-eus-adoption-of-lgbti-freedom-zone-celebrating-maltese-meps-work/
https://www.transgendernetwerk.nl/demonstratie-tegen-hongaarse-anti-lhbti-wet/
https://www.coc.nl/homepage/coc-gaat-lhbti-organisaties-in-22-landen-steunen
https://www.coc.nl/homepage/coc-gaat-lhbti-organisaties-in-22-landen-steunen
https://www.coc.nl/homepage/coc-gaat-lhbti-organisaties-in-22-landen-steunen
https://www.coc.nl/homepage/coc-gaat-lhbti-organisaties-in-22-landen-steunen
https://www.coc.nl/homepage/coc-gaat-lhbti-organisaties-in-22-landen-steunen
http://www.nordiclabourjournal.org/i-fokus/in-focus-2021/theme-equality-also-for-lgbtqi/article.2021-02-23.2600288400
https://www.nrk.no/urix/norge-trekker-tilbake-2_3-milliarder-kroner-i-stotte-til-ungarn-1.15584376
https://www.arbeiderpartiet.no/aktuelt/hurdalsplattformen/
https://news.trust.org/item/20210309120457-i37g6/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/poland-denies-having-stopped-french-minister-from-visiting-lgbt-free-zones/
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/06/02/v4-family-declaration-seen-as-vehicle-for-social-conservative-drive-in-eu/
https://noizz.aktuality.sk/lgbti/madarsky-anti-lgbt-zakon-kritizuje-17-statov-eu-slovensko-nie/xs497e8
https://www.portugalresident.com/portugal-condemns-hungarys-anti-lgbtiq-law-but-stops-short-of-signing-declaration/
https://www.portugalresident.com/portugal-condemns-hungarys-anti-lgbtiq-law-but-stops-short-of-signing-declaration/
https://www.portugalresident.com/portugal-condemns-hungarys-anti-lgbtiq-law-but-stops-short-of-signing-declaration/
https://ilga-portugal.pt/hungria-anti-lgbti-ilga-portugal-apela-a-acao-diplomatica-urgente/
https://www.ilga-portugal.pt/seminario-cidadania-lgbti-cndhc-comissao-nacional-para-os-direitos-humanos-e-a-cidadania-cabo-verde/
https://www.ilga-portugal.pt/seminario-cidadania-lgbti-cndhc-comissao-nacional-para-os-direitos-humanos-e-a-cidadania-cabo-verde/
https://www.ilga-portugal.pt/seminario-cidadania-lgbti-cndhc-comissao-nacional-para-os-direitos-humanos-e-a-cidadania-cabo-verde/
https://www.ilga-portugal.pt/seminario-cidadania-lgbti-cndhc-comissao-nacional-para-os-direitos-humanos-e-a-cidadania-cabo-verde/
https://www.ilga-portugal.pt/seminario-cidadania-lgbti-cndhc-comissao-nacional-para-os-direitos-humanos-e-a-cidadania-cabo-verde/
https://sofia.embaixadaportugal.mne.gov.pt/pt/a-embaixada/noticias/embaixada-de-portugal-associa-se-na-condena%C3%A7%C3%A3o-de-ataque-contra-organiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o-lgbti-rainbow-hub-em-s%C3%B3fia
https://sofia.embaixadaportugal.mne.gov.pt/pt/a-embaixada/noticias/embaixada-de-portugal-associa-se-na-condena%C3%A7%C3%A3o-de-ataque-contra-organiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o-lgbti-rainbow-hub-em-s%C3%B3fia
https://sofia.embaixadaportugal.mne.gov.pt/pt/a-embaixada/noticias/embaixada-de-portugal-associa-se-na-condena%C3%A7%C3%A3o-de-ataque-contra-organiza%C3%A7%C3%A3o-lgbti-rainbow-hub-em-s%C3%B3fia
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2021/05/21/nikola-zurovac-ambassador-serbia-poland-dismissed-lgbt-community-letter/
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/06/02/v4-family-declaration-seen-as-vehicle-for-social-conservative-drive-in-eu/
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://euractiv.sk/section/rovnost-sanci/news/sestnast-krajin-unie-podporilo-vyhlasenie-o-pravach-lgbtiq-ludi-slovensko-medzi-ne-nepatri/
https://noizz.aktuality.sk/lgbti/madarsky-anti-lgbt-zakon-kritizuje-17-statov-eu-slovensko-nie/xs497e8
https://dennikn.sk/2462495/prezidentka-na-diskusii-s-rodicmi-lgbti-ludi-pokusim-sa-byt-uzitocna-madarsky-zakon-by-som-vetovala/
https://dennikn.sk/2462495/prezidentka-na-diskusii-s-rodicmi-lgbti-ludi-pokusim-sa-byt-uzitocna-madarsky-zakon-by-som-vetovala/
https://dennikn.sk/2462495/prezidentka-na-diskusii-s-rodicmi-lgbti-ludi-pokusim-sa-byt-uzitocna-madarsky-zakon-by-som-vetovala/

ILGA &
EUROPE?

Pope Francis’ visit to Slovakia in September received
some pushback from conservatives in the country who are
concerned about the Pope’s accepting stance towards
LGBT people.

Slovenia refused to join other EU countries in speaking out
against Hungary this year after the Hungarian government
introduced a propaganda law to ban the discussion of
LGBT issues in front of minors. Slovenia’s opposition
criticised the government.

In January, the government presented its 2021-2024
Foreign Action Strategy and Feminist Foreign Action
Strategy, which mainstreams gender and LGBTI issues in
its actions.

As co-chairs of the Equal Rights Coalition, the UK and
Argentina launched the ERC’s first strategic plan for the
period of 2021-2026.

Uzbekistan continued to lobby for the protection of

the “traditional family” in its foreign policy work and to
consider the LGBT community a destructive force of the
Western world aimed at undermining the country.
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