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ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, AND INTERSEX PEOPLE COVERING 
THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2021

AUSTRIA
The Ministry of Interior started recording data on hate 
´ƏĭŊÝƝƴĭŔƴǎǼǎǼżƴ�ÝƹǫÝÝŔƴNşǪÝŊ¥ÝƏƴǎǼǎǼƴ�ŔÍƴ�ŵƏĭĽƴǎǼǎŪÆƴ
97 hate crimes were recorded that were committed on 
the ground of sexual orientation. Transphobic hate crimes 
are registered under ‘gender’ or wrongly under ‘sexual 
orientation’. 

BULGARIA
GLAS Foundation launched a campaign to encourage 
cohabiting same-sex couples to register this information 
in the National Census. 

NORTHERN CYPRUS
QCA launched the Human Rights Platform in October to 
monitor human rights violations impacting LGBTI people 
in the northern part of Cyprus. 

CROATIA
Trans Aid’s research found that medical professionals have 
little to no knowledge about intersex issues, but most 
of the hospitals that responsed do perform surgeries on 
intersex infants. Trans Aid will conduct further research 
ĭŔƴǎǼǎǎƴƹşƴŊ�ŵƴ�ĽĽĭÝƝƴ�ŔÍƴŊ�ĭŔƴĔ�ŵƝƴĭŔƴƹħÝƴĻŔşǫĽÝÍĔÝƴşúƴ
medical professionals. 

IRELAND
In May, the Department of Equality launched ‘LGBTI+ Youth 
in Ireland and across Europe’, highlighting research gaps 
related to LGBTI+ youth.

MALTA
qħÝƴN�ƹĭşŔ�Ľƴkƹ�ƹĭƝƹĭ´ƝƴTþ´ÝÆƴúşƏƴƹħÝƴĆƏƝƹƴƹĭŊÝÆƴĭŔ´ĽǓÍÝÍƴ
questions on sexual orientation and gender identity as well 
as race, ethnic origin, religion and belief in the National 
Census conducted at the end of the year. 

POLAND
ĎǼƴ´ĭǪĭĽƴƝş´ĭÝƹǱƴşƏĔ�ŔĭƝ�ƹĭşŔƝƴturned to the Central 
kƹ�ƹĭƝƹĭ´�ĽƴTþ´Ýƴŷ�kTŹƴĭŔƴ�ŵƏĭĽÆƴ´şŔ´ÝƏŔÝÍƴƹħ�ƹƴƹħĭƝƴ
year’s census does not recognise same-sex marriages 
conducted abroad, or allow trans and non-binary people 
to indicate their true gender. Those providing “false” 
ĭŔúşƏŊ�ƹĭşŔƴ�´´şƏÍĭŔĔƴƹşƴƹħÝƴTþ´ÝÆƴĭŔ´ĽǓÍĭŔĔƴşŔƴĔÝŔÍÝƏÆƴ
could be held criminally liable. The CSO answered in July, 
�þƏŊĭŔĔƴƹħ�ƹƴƝ�ŊÝīƝÝǰƴŊ�ƏƏĭ�ĔÝƝƴǫĭĽĽƴ¥ÝƴƏÝ´şĔŔĭƝÝÍƴĭŔƴ
the survey, but provided a negative answer on the issue of 
gender identity.  

SERBIA
.ŔƴB�ŔǓ�ƏǱÆƴN&Tƴ��ƴƝÝƴǸŔ�÷ƴŵǓ¥ĽĭƝħÝÍƴƉThe right to leave 
you alone: A Guide to the Protection of the Personal Data 
of the Queer Community”.

Despite numerous recommendations from the European 
Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), the 
Council of Europe, and the EU, Serbia still does not gather 
data on anti-LGBTI hate crimes.

SLOVAKIA
Inakost’ encouraged cohabiting same-sex couples to mark 
their relationship status in the census. While the census 
only asks about whether respondents are in a marriage, 
which is only possible for heterosexual couples, it does ask 
respondents if they live with anyone and if that person is a 
man or a woman.

SPAIN
.ŔƴM�Ə´ħÆƴ��ƹ�ĽşŔĭ�ƌƝƴ_�ƏĽĭ�ŊÝŔƹƴĭŔ´ĽǓÍÝÍƴúşƏƴƹħÝƴĆƏƝƹƴ
time four gender options in the registration form of new 
deputies. These options were ‘man’, ‘woman’, ‘non-binary’ 
and ‘prefer not to answer’. The move is to implement the 
Gender Equality Plan, which sets out the inclusion of a 
ĔÝŔÍÝƏƴŵÝƏƝŵÝ´ƹĭǪÝƴĭŔƴÍ�ƹ�ƴ´şĽĽÝ´ƹĭşŔƴÝüşƏƹƝżƴ

UNITED KINGDOM
The census in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
ƹşşĻƴŵĽ�´ÝƴşŔƴǎŪƴM�Ə´ħżƴkÝǪÝƏ�ĽƴH&�q.ƴşƏĔ�ŔĭƝ�ƹĭşŔƝƴ
encouraged the community to answer the voluntary 
questions on sexual orientation or gender identity to 
ħ�ǪÝƴ�ƴ¥ÝƹƹÝƏƴĭÍÝ�ƴşúƴƹħÝƴƝĭǸÝƴşúƴƹħÝƴ´şŊŊǓŔĭƹǱżƴ&ÝŔÍÝƏÝÍƴ
Intelligence advised trans people to answer by self-
identifying. The census guidance initially said that the 
respondents could enter the gender marker from their 
passport, which can be changed in the UK without a legal 
process.  Anti-trans groups lobbied to have this section 
changed. In March, the High Court ordered to remove 
‘passport’ from the list. Accordingly, respondents were 
�ƝĻÝÍƴƹşƴĭŔÍĭ´�ƹÝƴƹħÝƴƋƝÝǰƌƴşŔƴƹħÝĭƏƴ¥ĭƏƹħƴ´ÝƏƹĭĆ´�ƹÝƴşƏƴ
ĔÝŔÍÝƏƴƏÝ´şĔŔĭƹĭşŔƴ´ÝƏƹĭĆ´�ƹÝż

The anti-trans group Fair Play for Women began court 
action ĭŔƴNşǪÝŊ¥ÝƏƴƹşƴ´ħ�ĽĽÝŔĔÝƴƹħÝƴǎǼǎǎƴ�ÝŔƝǓƝƴĭŔƴ
Scotland, which would allow trans people to self-identify.
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