
Who we are

ILGA-Europe are an independent, international non-governmental umbrella
organisation uniting over 700 organisations from 54 countries across Europe
and Central Asia.

 

We are part of the wider international ILGA organisation – created in 1978 – but were established as a separate
region and an independent legal entity in 1996.

Our role is to enable the movement and be the connector. We unite activists with allies – and put institutional actors
in touch with the issues we care about and the movement as a whole. With that in mind, we build strategic
partnerships with LGBTI allies in society, like the private sector; but overall, we also nurture greater alliances
between LGBTI and other equality and social justice movements.

Throughout our work, we focus on shaping narratives that welcome nuance over polarisation. 

We speak to the realities of LGBTI people’s lives and activism and highlight forces for change – both negative and
positive. In order to do that with credibility, we ensure we have an overview of what’s happening; in other words,
an understanding of the positive and negative issues that affect LGBTI people.

Moreover, ILGA-Europe mobilises and moves resources, skills and knowledge across our network. We stay on top
of what LGBTI activists and organisations in Europe and Central Asia need and prioritise – and use that knowledge
to set standards for LGBTI equality and human rights at regional and international levels.

Ultimately, ILGA-Europe is here to amplify the voices and issues that are too often sidelined in our societies. 
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Strategic planning with members, 2019

Our values

At ILGA-Europe, we uphold specific values that guide how we work and what we stand for. We:

Focus on equality, inclusivity, and accountability. We hold ourselves accountable to the movement.
Are membership and movement based.
Focus on people’s needs as our starting point.
Believe in people’s power to create change.
Believe in centering the voices of those most affected and amplifying the voices of those who are
marginalised.
Are engaged in the practice of building collective strength. Rather than placing ourselves at the centre of
things, we spread our resources and knowledge as widely as possible.
Act so that the movement as a whole can grow stronger – not just ILGA-Europe.

See also
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News

08.03.2021

International Women’s Day 2021: ILGA-Europe statement on gender

We live in a world that is firmly based on a binary construction of gender, leading to structural oppression and
discrimination of women in all […]

read more
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Policy Paper

21.06.2018

Empowering LGBTI sex workers towards the full respect of their human rights

In ILGA-Europe’s view, LGBTI organisations have a key role to play in fighting against stigma affecting LGBTI sex
workers, both within and outside the LGBTI […]

read more
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Policy Paper

07.03.2017

Equality and full enjoyment of human rights for intersex people

ILGA-Europe aim to achieve equality for intersex people and ensure they are protected against human rights
violations, discrimination and violence based on sex characteristics. ILGA-Europe […]

read more

   

  

Policy Paper

01.05.2014

Position on combating homophobic and transphobic speech and prohibiting incitement
to discrimination, hostility or violence

ILGA-Europe’s position is based on international human rights standards. It respects the principle of indivisibility of
human rights and establishes no hierarchy between rights and […]

read more

   

  

Blog
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23.09.2021

#BiVisibilityDay: Meet these bold activists fighting against invisi(bi)lity

To mark Bi Visibility Day 2021, we hear from seven bi activists from across Europe and Central Asia about
debunking myths, their hopes for the future, and their place within LGBTI communities.

read more
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