Presentation

Malta Gay Rights Movement

2009 Host Organisation
My name is Gabi and I am the coordinator of the Malta Gay Rights Movement. During the presentation there will also be a power point presentation provided by the Malta Tourism Authority, marketing Malta as a conference venue. This here is Bernard, my colleague.

The Malta Gay Rights Movement was founded in 2001 and is therefore only six years old. We are a small but committed and resourceful group of volunteers. The MGRM joined ILGA-Europe soon after the foundation of the movement and has gained a great deal from this membership. We have however, also been active participants and contributors to ILGA-Europe, making this a two-way process.

About Malta

Malta is a small island in the Mediterranean with a rich and cultural heritage. It has a population of around 400,000. The main religion is the Roman Catholic Church with continue to be very influential also in the public sphere. There is only minimal protection for LGBT individuals as required by the Employment Framework Directive. 

With regards to logistics and the organization of the conference, Malta does have an airport and planes do land there. The number of destinations being served is on the increase and we have also seen the introduction of low cost airlines. Malta is also a member of the Shengen area which should facilitate matters for those requiring a visa.

So why vote for Malta

I think it is time that the focus of the ILGA-Europe Conference shift to Southern Europe with countries such as Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Turkey and of course Malta, as well as the wider Mediterranean region such as the North African Countries of Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and Libya. 
In this region homophobia is often cultural and institutional rather than that of overt violence or the infringement of human rights such as the ability to hold Pride Marches. While this homophobia is more subtle it is nonetheless equally debilitating.

Holding the ILGA-Europe conference in Malta would increase the visibility of LGBT issues and might help to nudge our government towards supporting an eventual EU Directive addressing anti-discrimination in the provision of goods and services, which as we have all heard, requires unanimity.

Some people have expressed concern about the funding of the conference and the ability to support participants through scholarships. I have been informed that ILGA-Europe has a Scholarship Angel Scheme to which your organizations can contribute. This would allow for as many people as possible to participate.

The Malta Gay Rights Movement has established a good relationship with the media in Malta and is confident that the conference would receive good coverage. We are also confident that a number of political leaders from both the government and the opposition would be willing to address the conference.

To conclude – if you are looking for a host organization with financial and human resources, political support from its government, and a long history of activism in the LGBT field – well, that’s the Hague! 

However, if you think you could support a young organization from a small Island State, then please, vote Malta.

Thank you

Gabi Calleja

MGRM

