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Statements made by Ukrainian government and political leaders on gay and lesbian issues (in 2006-2007).

The Block of Yulia Timoshenko (BYT) categorically does not accept same-sex "marriages". This was said in August 2007 in the interview with Ukrainskaya pravda by Mr. Alexandr Turchinov, second person in the political force after Ms. Yulia Timoshenko.
"- What does BYT thinks about same-sex "marriages"?
- We are categorically against! It is a big sin.

- You bring the typical set of answers of the conservative party.
- I do not agree. If a man has normal views, than you label him a conservative, but those who use drugs or promotes sodomy – you label them a progressive person. All of these are perversions, and are consequences of a modern wrong imagination".
Earlier another MP from BYT Ms. Olga Bondar introduced an amendment regarding the exclusion of the words "sexual orientation" from the grounds in the antidiscrimination article of the draft of Labour Code of Ukraine.

***

In November, 2006 the head of the Committee on Human Rights, National Minorities and International Relations of Verhovnaya Rada (Parliament) of Ukraine communist Leonid Grach in an interview with the paper Commersant-Ukraine stated that "homosexuality is an anomaly, which is caused by the amorality and the depravity of man".

In 2007 Mr. Grach continued to speak in public in that spirit: "Me and my colleagues in the Parliament have to protect the society from infringement upon morality, to prevent penetration into consciousness and souls of people of any age the idea that the state is on the side of people who sow debauch, promotes dissoluteness, sexual permissiveness, bringing abomination of corruption of morals into society". On the opinion of MP, "the state must protect the society from evil, from violence, including such evil, as homosexuality, lesbian and such". The leader of Crimean communists states: "We are orthodox Christians, but not anti-Christ, selling their soul to the devil. We must be faithful to the norms of moral cleanness precepts to us from ancient times by orthodox ancestors. It can't be any compromises neither with sodomy nor with other sin. Namely this in our modern unsteady time with the special force is imposed on our society by fallen souls dopey with not best western traditions the ".
Despite calls from Nash Mir to the state and political leaders, neither one censured homophobic statement by the chief of committee on human rights of Ukrainian Parliament.
***

Mr. Taras Chornovil, one of the leaders of Party of Regions is thinking that the Speaker of Verhovnaya Rada (Parliament) Alexander Moroz and Prime-minister Victor Yanokovich refused to attend the concert of Elton John in Kiev in June 2007 because the appearance of this artist could be considered as propaganda of homosexuality. "I think so that Mr. Yanokovich and Mr. Moroz are not on this part! But what is about Mr. Yuschenko – I do not know. He, likely, reproduce on the whole program, gives birth to children one by one, but there is, probably, some spiritual beliefs", – Chornovil underlined in the interview to Novy Region.
***

On May 11, 2007 the Legal Department of the Supreme Court of Ukraine gave a ruling concerning draft of the Labour Code of Ukraine (letter was signed the deputy of leader of staff - chief of Legal Department of the Supreme Court of Ukraine Mr. M.I. Khavronyuk):

"Legal grounds of not inclusion in the list of limitations of discrimination in the field of labour and prohibition on the grounds of sexual orientation, in our view, is argued and expedient.
At first, in the indicated article of the draft of Labour Code of Ukraine natural rights are mixed with unnatural manifestation, to which an untraditional sexual orientation belongs to exactly.

Secondly, use of term "sexual orientation" in the norm in the offered draft, to our opinion, gives additional privileges to so-called "sexual minorities". It will cause injury of moral principles of the society and assist destruction of labour interrelations.
On the modern stage one of priority directions of the activity of all institutions of power is defence of morality, assertion of in the society of common to all mankind humanism values, healthy lifestyle, radically improvement of the system of spiritual, moral and ethical education, foremost, young people and children <...>. Taking it into account, [this] problem is not simply opposite to state policy, but also is directed to artificial creation of social conflicts and increase of amount of cases".

***

In reply to the appeal of the movement "Love against homosexuality" to the politicians to express their viewpoint about legalization of same-sex families MP socialist Mr. Nikolai Danilin in 2006 wrote to them: "On the instructions of the leader of the Socialist party group I consider your 

took up your address to all political parties regarding the anti-societal and anti-state demands of sexual minorities. Personally, I won't support political ideas and demands of homosexuals, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgendered people. I believe that we need to protect the family and spiritual values of Ukrainian society".

***

Answering the question with the paper Commersant-Ukraine about including the words "sexual orientation" in an antidiscrimination article of the draft of Labor Code of Ukraine, a member of the Parliament Committee on Social Policy and Labour Mr. Vasiliy Хara (Party of Regions), said: "Personally I think, that gays and lesbians violate all norms of morality. It is the physical failing which is necessary to hide, no to expose. On the other side what they demand – is European norm and probably it will remain in the draft of the Code, though I'm against that".
***

In an interview with the paper Sevodnya, Mr. Dimitri Tabachnik, the vice-prime minister who handles humanitarian issues for the government of Viktor Yanokovich assessing the possibility of legalizing same-sex marriages in Ukraine stated the following: "If such a bill will appear in Ukraine, then according to the traditions of this Christian country, it will seem at the least, strange".

***

On December 14, 2006, the President of Ukraine was asked during an Internet conference: "What do you think about the legalization of same-sex marriages in Ukraine?" President Victor Yushenko answered: "Can I answer in one word? – Complicated". He added, "Though by this I would not like to give a differing opinion from that which is given by the society and law".



