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Beate Winkler (Interim Director of the FRA) briefly introduced the meeting and stated that this would be the first profound report on fundamental rights and homophobia.

It will be also the first report to be taken up by the FRA (another report has been asked by the commission on Children Rights)

It is a response to a demand by the LIBE committee of the European Parliament.

Aim of the report:

· Should cover legal and social aspect. 

· Raise awareness about discrimination in the context of exclusion.

Participants in the meeting were a very diverse group mixing representatives from the institution, academics, NGOs representatives and data collection organization. 
Presentation of the work of the FRA

Scope of the study: 27 Member States countries

It will not report on specific member states but will provide an overview of existing research. It will map out information on discrimination based on sexual orientation and homophobia.
Topics suggested
Type of information

Areas of particular interest

by the EP


Homophobia

Criminal law


homophobic violence and crime




Criminal justice data

Discrimination 
anti-discrimination law
employment

On grounds of SO
anti-discrimination policies
education



Discrimination data

health and social care
The aim of the day was to discuss legal and social issues in order to map out needs that should be covered by the research, sources of information and existing data including good practice.

Identification of good practices.

Criteria for good practices used by FRA in relation to racism.

· Anti discrimination focus

· Sustainability

· Effectiveness and impact

· Transferability

· Review and assessment

· Participation of beneficiaries in planning/ implementing

These will be used in relation to the study. 

An additional condition was mentioned: look into human rights focus as well.
Discussion of legal issues

Definition:

Homophobia is not defined in international law but EP Resolutions provide some definition.
Needs:
· Need to do an overview of what has been done and said in relation to homophobia.

· Need to screen all EU legislation in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity.

In relation to hate crime:

Few member states with legislation.

Hard to determine the impact of legislation

Existing data/good practices
· Metropolitan police in London produce researches

· Victim survey meeting will take place based on victim survey in racism.
· Ombudswoman in Lithuania very impressive (Sirpa).

· Example in the UK, NL, Sweden, Ireland…

Needs:

· Looking into Eastern and Central Europe for good practices otherwise it will be always the usual suspect.
· Need to also look into equality mainstreaming and public authorities duties.

· Need for information on positive action. 
Sirpa indicated that a Report on same-sex marriage and freedom of Assembly in Committee on human rights and legal affairs of the PACE in the Council of Europe will be prepared in 2008.
Social issues
Issues identified:

· Health care (including access to patients of family members, health insurance, blood donation, mental health issue, youth suicide..) discrimination at different levels
 
in accessing health services 

· in the delivery of services
· In employment (LGBT staff)

· Education and youth 
· Access to family-related benefits

· Insurance

Additional issues to consider: 

· Pride and police harassment

· Freedom of movement of family (application of the directive)

· Asylum issues (application of the directive): number of LGBT asylum seekers, how many are refused on which grounds?

· Multiple discrimination and in particular gender dimension in different issues mentionned

Sources of information:

· It was noted that most of the information is coming from the NGOs and that it is problematic in country where there is no funding for NGOs. 

· Eurobarameter

· European Social Survey.
· Study on LGB youth in Austria

· Norwegian study on health

· Swedish study on the crime of honor.

school curriculum
· Check with Council of Europe with the Compass project
· Study in Sweden with school text books.
Other sources of information:
· Discrimination testing
· Dublin institute

Issue to consider:

· Equality plan in Finland but no one collect information on this issue.
· Heteronormativity
Next steps:
· Study will be dealing with data already existing
· Robust methodology for collecting data

· Legal aspect will be covered (international and national)

· Social level will draw on the Council of Europe level and identify existing research.
· The research will be conducted in 2008 and published at the end of 2008.

· The FRA will be sub contracting people to contribute to this report.

Suggested follow up actions by ILGA-Europe:
· Send email to EU 27 members to gather information

· Send a list of concerns to the FRA and to the LIBE Committee from ILGA-Europe's point of view

· Lobby the EP for similar study in relation to transgender people in the gender institute

· Edit and send the paper of Judith Takacs and any paper available on  data collection methodology

· See the remit of the study on children rights and see whether there is a possibility to add LGBT children.

Christine Loudes 
25th July 2007
For more information please contact 
christine@ilga-europe.org
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