survey research with the lgbt community in albania
Results of the survey 
1. 87 persons answered the questionnaire, of which only three were women. To date it has been extremely difficult for GISH to contact lesbian women. Most respondents are less than 30 years old. All the interviews were carried out in Tirana and all the respondents are permanently or temporary living in Tirana. 
2. 35% of the respondents answered that they had a first sexual experience with same sex persons in their childhood, as a sort of game. About 37% had such experiences during their adolescence or younger than 20 years old.  10% had sexual relations after their 24th anniversary.
3. a) About 91% of the respondents answered that they are not out to their families. Those who are mostly admitted their homosexuality to their mothers and in some cases to the sister or brother. It seems it is more difficult for LGBT persons to come out to their fathers. 
b) About 90% of the respondents are not out to any of their friends

It emerges that the very low number of persons that admitted their sexual orientation to a member of their families (8% of the respondents) or to friends (10% of the respondents) have higher education which demonstrates a higher level of self-consciousness and self-esteem for this category of respondents. 
4. 93% of the respondents hide their sexual orientation at work or school. Only around 5% of the respondents answered that they had cases of non-acceptance in the working place or difficulties to be accepted at work cause their sexual preferences. This percentage directly fits with the number of persons that hide their sexual preferences in such environments which is very high, as mentioned above. For the same reasons as above the number of persons that answered that they heard of cases of non-acceptance in the working places is also very low (8% of respondents). 

There is no report of non-acceptance at school, but this fact can be explained with the fact that the number of people that hide their sexual orientation in the educational institutions is very high (93%, as mentioned above). 

It is difficult to answer the question as to how difficult the employment of LGBT people is on the basis of the results of the questionnaire interviews. Around 94% of the respondents answered “Don’t know” because almost the same is the percentage of them that do not show their sexual orientation in the working or education environments. 
5. Around 10% of the respondents had been object of police violence or abuse. These estimates are worrying especially in the light of the fact that most of the respondents do not show openly their sexual orientation. The fear from police abuse is very high: 96% of the respondents have heard for such cases, prescribing the persecution of the LGBT people from their cruising places to Police Stations by policemen.

6. The opinion of the respondents about the Albanian State organs are as below: 

· Only 9% of respondents trust that the courts may protect their rights as citizens. 

· Also only 9% of respondents trust the organ of Prosecution. 

· For the Police the rate of trust goes to only 4%. 

· 17% of respondents trust the institution of Ombudsman may protect their rights as citizens. 

7. None of the respondents ever complained about cases of maltreatment or abuse to the state institutions. This demonstrates a worrying lack of confidence in these institutions. Very few (3% of the respondents) have ever complained to human rights organizations. 

8. The respondents are very unsatisfied with the way sexual minorities are treated in Albanian media.
· 97% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are not dealt with in Albanian media as an important social issue.

· 96% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are not dealt with in Albanian media systematically;

· 98% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are dealt with in Albanian media in an offensive/insulting manner;

· 60% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are dealt with in Albanian media as a show or fashionable phenomenon;

· 98% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are dealt with in Albanian media as decease or something abnormal;

· 98% of the respondents think that LGBT issues are not dealt with in Albanian media as something natural;

9. As regards the respondents opinion on Albanian legislation, 
· 34% of the respondents answered that Albanian legislation is not well regulated and complete in relation to LGBT persons, 
· 54% answered “Don’t know” and 
· 12% answered that Albanian legislation is well regulated and complete. 
10. Most of the respondents think that leaving Albania to establish in another country is the only way to live freely their sexual orientation: 82% of the respondents think that they would leave Albania to establish in another country if this were possible. Only a limited number (12% of the respondents) are optimistic about their future in Albania as a LGBT person, as regards their social and psychological position. 
conclusions and comments
On the basis of this questionnaire survey, GISH draws the following conclusions:

For the interviewers it was possible to reach mainly gay men who live permanently or temporarily in Tirana. It is self-evident that the main reason why it is difficult to reach lesbian women is the weak position of Albanian women in society. It can be easily inferred that the situation of lesbian women is even more difficult that the situation of heterosexual women. Thus, they are far more in the closet than gay men. It is also clear that persons who live in small provinces or in rural areas do face more serious difficulties than those living in the capital.

It is noteworthy that most of the people who are out to a member of their families or to the social circle, are mainly of the age- group of 18- 28 years old, which demonstrates a higher self -acceptance and self- esteem, the beginning of a change of the new generation’s attitude.

The survey proves that the LGBT community in Albania constitutes a highly marginalised and stigmatised minority group. Albanian society is patriarchal and extremely homophobic. Therefore, LGBT people can only exist in secret. They do not feel accepted by society because of their sexual orientation and even their relations with their family and friends are problematic.

The low degree of admittance of the sexual orientation to family persons is related to the patriarchal structure of the Albanian family. Thus, LGBT persons have a very difficult relationship with their families: these relations are insincere or aggressive. They have the same kind of relations with their relatives or social circles. The LGBT persons are afraid that admittance of their sexual orientation to to their families may ruin their relations with the other members of family. They believe that this may be followed by extreme measures by their family members, such as psychological and physical violence, a severe control on their lives; meanwhile most of them live within the family. There have been cases of LGBT persons forced by their family to get married without their consent or even cases of persons kicked out of the house and disinherited. So the relations of the LGBT persons with their families are relations filled with fear. Fear prevents these persons from having an open and sincere relationship with their families. Fear also causes inferiority complexes and a low degree of awareness and self- esteem that conditions their whole life, as well as the life of persons related to them.
The social relations of LGTB people at work or school are “normal” only for as long as those persons do not show their sexual orientation. Otherwise they may face discrimination.
As regards the employment of LGBT persons, the hiding of the sexual orientation can be explained with an inner fear of the potential loss of their job, the discriminatory treatment in the working environment or difficulties with finding a new employment. Thus, they do not have and cannot have a direct experience of the problems that the admittance of their sexual preferences would cause to their employment. 

Although there are no legal limitations of the right to education and employment in Albania, the above problems show that these rights cannot be fully enjoyed by LGBT persons. 

The relations of LGBT with state institutions such as police, judiciary and Ombudsman are one of the many difficulties faced by them. The Albanian society in general mistrusts the judiciary and the police. They are very often perceived as corrupt. LGTB persons have even more reasons to mistrust them. Even though the institutions of the Ombudsman seems more trusted, until now there has not been any complaint brought by the LGBT people.  

The most problematic institution is the police. It is blamed by the respondents for psychological and physical abuse against LGBT persons. Often they are kept in jail for many hours without the cause of arrest being communicated to them and without any respective mandate of arrest. They are interrogated as if they have committed crimes, they are humiliated, maltreated and sometimes they are victims of a completely unjustified police violence. Police are homophobic and very often incompetent and unaware of their obligations to protect the citizens – LGBT persons included.

The fact that very few respondents have ever complained to human rights organizations, seems to demonstrate that many civil society organizations are indifferent or unreceptive to sexual minorities. Very few Albanian intellectuals have raised their voice to protect the rights of sexual minorities. 

In relation to Albanian legislation, a high number of respondents do not have an opinion and some express a positive opinion. This demonstrates a serious lack of information and awareness among LGBT persons as regards their legal rights and the changes that are necessary in Albanian legislation. To some extent this might be due to the fact that changes in legislation have made a minimal impact on their lives as LGBT persons and to the respondents’ limited access to information.
Albanian legislation is very incomplete and often anachronistic. For more information see “Research on the legal situation in Albania” carried our by GISH
. A positive development in this respect is the recent drafting of the anti-discrimination law which awaits parliamentary discussion and approval.     
The situation described so far explains why a very limited number of respondents hope that they can become an integrated and equal part of Albanian society and that their rights can be respected in line with European standards, as the high number of respondent that would leave Albania if they could proves.
� The research is available at  www.gishalbania.com





