[image: image1.jpg]LGA 822
FUROPE s2: -




ILGA-EUROPE

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

DIARY OF EVENTS BY COUNTRY – AUGUST 2008
2Introduction


2Overview of events


5Conclusions


5Areas of particular concern, where action is needed at national and international level


7Summary of Key Developments up to August 2008


14Diary of Events by Country – At August 2008


141
Bulgaria


173
Czech Republic


174
Estonia


185
Hungary


206
Latvia


257
Lithuania


278
Moldova


329
Poland


3710
Romania


3911
Russia


5012
Serbia


5113
Turkey


5214
 Ukraine




ILGA-EUROPE

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

DIARY OF EVENTS BY COUNTRY – AUGUST 2008

Introduction

The right of LGBT people to freedom of assembly has met with widespread opposition in many countries in Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe in recent years.  This opposition has manifested itself in a number of ways, particularly the banning of marches, the use of intolerant or derogatory language by leading politicians and faith representatives, violent attacks on demonstrators, and failure by the police to provide adequate protection.
This "diary of events" chronicles the attempts of LGBT human rights defenders and their supporters in the region to exercise their right to freedom of assembly, and the opposition they have met.  A detailed record of these events, it is intended as a resource for those working for the rights of the LGBT community in this field, whether LGBT activists, human rights organisations, or parliamentarians and staff in the European institutions. 
It is divided into two sections – the Summary, and a detailed “Diary” of developments in each country.  The former is intended as a tool to enable understanding and interpretation of the detailed information contained in the latter.  It lists 13 key events by type e.g., the banning of individual events, use of intolerant language, violence used against demonstrations, failures by the police and courts etc. In so doing it facilitates both an understanding of the extent of these problems, and allows for the identification of trends.
Overview of events

While Istanbul has had gay pride parades since 1994, the first such events in Central and Eastern Europe started a few years later, with Budapest in 1997, and Belgrade, Ljubljana and Warsaw in 2001. The Belgrade Pride was the first to meet serious problems.  It was opposed by 1000 counter-demonstrators and broken up with considerable violence, leaving 48 persons injured. No Pride march has been held there since.
2002 saw Zagreb’s first Pride parade conducted successfully, although marred by violent attacks on participants after the lifting of police protection at the end. Zagreb continued to hold successful Pride marches in the following years, although with violence in 2007. 
2004 saw Tallinn's first parade, and in Poland, both more numerous parades (Warsaw, Krakow, Poznan), but also the first serious opposition, with the banning of the Warsaw Equality March, and violent opposition in Krakow and Poznan. EU enlargement that year may have played a role: on the one hand, overt hostility to LGBT rights may have been muted in the sensitive pre-accession period, while, on the other, accession may have encouraged those working for LGBT rights to extend their campaigns. 
The opposition to LGBT freedom of assembly in Poland intensified in 2005, influenced by the change in the political climate, and the election of a homophobic right-wing government.  There was much intolerant speech by politicians, and the Warsaw Equality March was again banned.  Things came to a head in November when the Poznan Equality March was banned, and an attempt to hold an unauthorised march was suppressed by the police. This met with widespread criticism, and demonstrations were held a week later in seven cities in reaction to the Poznan events.
Poznan appears to have been a watershed in Poland: the following year no marches were banned, and all appear to have been properly protected by the police. It seems likely that the strength of support, both nationally and internationally, for the right to freedom of assembly, the fact that the Polish courts consistently upheld fundamental rights, and the effective actions of equality campaigners, were responsible for this positive development.
2005 also saw first attempts to hold Pride demonstrations in three further countries, Latvia (Riga), Moldova (Chisinau) and Romania (Bucharest). All three were initially banned.  However, in Latvia, the ban was overturned by the local court, while in the case of Bucharest the Mayor was persuaded to withdraw his ban, following the intervention of the President. However, both met with violent opposition.  In Moldova the ban was not overturned, and this event marked the beginning of a comprehensive campaign by the Chisinau authorities to deny any form of freedom of assembly to the LGBT community, which still continues.
2006 saw the first attempt to hold a Pride demonstration in Moscow. It was banned. Two protest rallies held instead were suppressed by the police, who failed to provide adequate protection against violent opposition, and even at times allowed assailants to attack the demonstrators. A second attempt to hold a Pride demonstration in Moscow in 2007 met a similar fate. In both years there were significant levels of inflammatory homophobic speech by politicians and faith leaders during the period prior to the demonstrations.
Elsewhere, developments in 2006 were mixed: the Warsaw Equality March was authorised for the first time in three years. However, in Latvia, the march was banned, this time with the support of the local court, and alternative indoor events were harassed by extremists, with the police failing to provide adequate protection. The Chisinau pride march was again banned. And in Tallinn, Bucharest and Bursa authorised marches were opposed with violence. 
2007 was also a year of mixed development, but with signs, overall, that the right to freedom of assembly for LGBT people was becoming more established. The Warsaw, Poznan, Krakow, Tallinn and Riga marches all passed off successfully. The Chisinau pride was again banned, but a protest rally went ahead without violence or police opposition. A few months earlier the Moldovan Supreme Court had judged the ban on the 2006 Pride March “unjustified”, reversing its own position with regard to the 2005 Pride March. In May the European Court of Human Rights, in its first judgment addressing freedom of assembly for the LGBT community, ruled that the ban on the 2005 Warsaw Equality March was a violation of Articles 11 and 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights
On the negative side, there was the banning of the Moscow March, and the refusal of the Vilnius city authorities to allow the EU anti-discrimination bus into the city, which led to the cancellation of what would have been the first public LGBT event in Lithuania.  There were also violent attacks on pride marchers in Budapest and Zagreb, two cities where peaceful pride events had been held for a number of years.
With 2008, it begins to become possible to discern trends more clearly, as the following comparison shows:

	
	2005
	2008

	
	
	

	No of countries in which attempts to hold freedom of assembly events
	8

	12


	
	
	

	Of which:
	
	

	
	
	

	Authorised
	6
	8

	
	
	

	Opposed with violence
	3

	6



It can be seen that the number of countries where there are attempts to hold freedom of assembly events has increased in the four years. The number of countries where such events are authorised has also increased, but so have the number of prohibitions.
It is also clear that these events continue to meet violent opposition in a rather high proportion of countries. However, levels of police protection have improved substantially in many countries, as highlighted by the provision by the Hungarian authorities of more than 2000 police officers to protect the Budapest march.
The authorities in Moldova and Russia remained particularly obdurate in their refusal to permit freedom of assembly rights to LGBT people, despite respectively four and three years of campaigning, and the issue being raised twice in respect of each country at the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers through Written Questions from members of the Assembly. The behaviour of the authorities in these countries raises serious questions about the rule of law and about their willingness to observe international human rights obligations.

The Lithuanian and Ukrainian authorities also continue to refuse such rights, the former despite the Lithuanian government having "drawn the attention of the Mayor of Vilnius …. to the relevant human rights principles of the Council of Europe", in response to enquiries by the Committee of Ministers following a Written Question in the Parliamentary Assembly.

Conclusions

Several broad conclusions can be drawn from the developments outlined above:

· In most countries involved, particularly those in the EU, slow progress towards recognizing the right of the LGBT community to freedom of assembly is possible.  This progress results from a combination of determined advocacy at national level, international support, particularly from European parliamentarians and institutions, and support by the courts.
· Attempts to establish the right to freedom of assembly in a particular country for the first time are often opposed by city authorities, and almost invariably meet with violent opposition, even where authorised. 
· As there are still many countries in Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe where there have been no Pride events, national and international campaigns to support LGBT freedom of assembly are likely to continue for many years.

· Where LGBT marches are permitted, where politicians and faith leaders avoid inflammatory language, and where the police provide proper protection, violent opposition tends to reduce, thus demonstrating that the public order arguments used by some authorities in justifying the banning of marches is not generally valid.

· However, even in cities where a good track record of peaceful events has been established, a recurrence of violence cannot be ruled out, underlining the need for continual vigilance by organisers, city authorities and the police.
· Overall, slow but steady progress is being made, as encapsulated by a statement this year by the Executive Director of the LGBT Romanian organisation, ACCEPT: "Bystanders were rather curious, as opposed to outraged by the march. Those living in the buildings along the street on which we marched no longer threw eggs, tomatoes or stones at us; some of them even waved at us. This is a small step towards "normality"."

Areas of particular concern, where action is needed at national and international level

1. Awareness-raising, training, and codes of conduct, are called for to address the failure in some countries of:

· local government politicians and city employees to exercise their role in a non-discriminatory manner

· the judiciary to uphold the right to freedom of assembly

· the police to provide adequate protection and to carry out their duties in a non-discriminatory manner
· ombudspersons to support LGBT human rights defenders

2.  The use of inflammatory language by some politicians and faith leaders is a matter of great concern, and calls for leadership by national politicians and international organisations to bring about a climate where such language is no longer acceptable. 
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Summary of Key Developments up to August 2008
	
	Reference in main text

	1. Marches, demonstrations or other public events banned, or attempted to be banned by city authorities on 30 occasions (or 185 occasions if the Moscow May 2008 mass applications are included): 
	

	
	

	Latvia
	

	Riga - July 2005 (ban overturned by the District Administrative Court and the march goes ahead)
	38

	Riga – July 2006 (ban upheld by the Administrative Court)
	48

	Lithuania
	

	Vilnius – May 2007 - ban on EU anti-discrimination bus entering the city leads to cancellation of first ever public event in support of LGBT rights
	69

	Vilnius -- October 2007 -- ban on public rally at the time of ILGA-Europe annual conference
	70

	Vilnius -- August 2008 -- ban on EU anti-discrimination truck in public place
	72

	Kaunas - August 2008 - ban on EU anti-discrimination truck in public place
	72

	Moldova
	

	Chisinau - May 2005 – Pride event
	73

	Chisinau – May 2006 – Pride event
	77

	Chisinau - July 2006 - All Different/All Equal youth march
	78

	Chisinau  - September 2006 -- Amnesty International death penalty demonstration
	80

	Chisinau  - December 2006 – “Day against fascism” public event
	82

	Chisinau  - April 2007 -- Pride event

	83

	Chisinau - December 2007 demonstration
	87

	Chisinau -- May 2008 pride event
	89

	Poland
	

	Warsaw - June 2004 (an alternative march goes ahead)
	100

	Warsaw - May 2005 (alternative marches goes ahead)
	104,106

	Poznan - November 2005 (the march goes ahead despite the ban)
	113

	Torun – November 2005 (the march goes ahead despite the ban)
	117

	Romania – Bucharest -- May 2005. The mayor’s ban is lifted after the intervention of the Romanian president
	131

	Russia
	

	Moscow – May 2006 – Pride event (organisers try to hold rally instead)
	149

	Moscow – May 2007 – Pride event (organisers try to hold rally instead)
	171

	St Petersburg – May 2007
	173

	Moscow – June 2007 – demonstration for EU visa ban on the Mayor of Moscow
	185

	Moscow -- September 2007 - prohibition of protest against ban on blood donations by gay people
	188

	Moscow -- April 2008 -- Pride event
	192

	Moscow -- April 2008 -- a further 155 applications rejected
	194

	St Petersburg -- May 2008 - "Day of Silence" events banned
	195

	Moscow -- May 2008 -- Picket of General Prosecution Office regarding failure of authorities to prosecute Mayor of Moscow for his systematic denial of freedom of assembly to LGBT people
	196

	Moscow -- July 2008 -- demonstration in front of the Iranian embassy protesting at execution of homosexuals prohibited
	199

	Ukraine
	

	Kiev - International Day against Homophobia picket banned by city council
	210

	Nikolaev - street actions banned
	212

	
	

	2. Leading politicians use intolerant and/or derogatory language
	

	
	

	Latvia:
	

	July 2005: the Prime Minister, and the Deputy Speaker of the Parliament
	39, 42

	July 2008: various national and local politicians
	60, 62, 63 

	Lithuania: October 2008: Kaunas
	72

	Moldova: Chisinau -- May 2008
	95

	Poland:
	

	April 2004: A statement by the Krakow regional parliament
	98

	November 2004: the chairperson of the City Council of Poznan
	101

	May 2005: the future Minister of Culture
	103

	May 2005: the Mayor of Warsaw, and future President
	104

	Summer 2005: Wojciech Wierzejski, deputy chairman of the League of Polish Families and MEP
	108

	October 2005: the future Prime Minister of Poland
	112

	November 2005: the Mayor of Poznan
	113

	May 2006: Wojciech Wierzejski, deputy chairman of the League of Polish Families and MEP
	121

	Russia:
	

	February 2006: the press secretary of the Mayor of Moscow
	144

	May 2006: the Mayor of Moscow
	152

	May 2006: the Mayor of Moscow
	154

	January 2007: the Mayor of Moscow
	159

	January 2007: President Putin suggests that Russia's demographic problems associated with LGBT people
	160

	February 2007: the Deputy Chairman of the State Duma Committee for Public Associations and Religious Organisations, Alexander Chuev
	161

	February 2007: the head of Moscow's International Relations Department
	162

	April 2007: the press secretary of the Mayor of Moscow
	168

	
	

	3. Leading faith representatives use intolerant and/or derogatory language
	

	
	

	Latvia: 
	

	August 2005: Roman Catholic cardinal Jânis Pujats
	44

	July 2006: Roman Catholic cardinal Jânis Pujats 
	47

	July 2006: Pastor Aleksey Ledaev of the New Generation
	47

	July 2008: Cardinal Pujats
	61

	Romania: June 2006: Ciprian Campineanu, spokesman for the Romanian Orthodox Church
	132

	Russia:
	

	February 2006: the Chief Mufti of Russia's Central Spiritual Governance for Muslims
	141

	February 2006: the Rev Mikhail Dudko of the Moscow Patriarchate Department for External Church Relations
	142

	February 2006: the Chief Rabbi of Russia
	143

	March 2006: Patriarch Alexi II of Moscow and all Russia
	145

	March 2007: Metropolitan Kirill , chairman of the Moscow Patriarchate Department of External Church Relations
	164

	March 2007: Vsevolod Chaplin, deputy head of the Moscow Patriarchate Department of External Church Relations
	165

	April 2007: Patriarch Alexi II of Moscow and all Russia
	166

	May 2007: Metropolitan Vladimir of St Petersburg
	173

	May 2007: Moscow Patriarchate Department of External Church Relations
	174

	
	

	4. Other use of hate speech or inflammatory language
	

	Russia
	

	May 2007: hate speech by Nationalist Socialist leader Dmitry Rumiantsev
	176

	
	

	5. Inflammatory language in the media
	

	Latvia
	

	July 2006 – homophobic advertisements in newspapers
	47

	February 2007: homophobic newspaper article
	53

	May 2007: homophobic newspaper article
	56

	
	

	6. LGBT rights demonstrations face violence on 28 occasions
	

	Bulgaria – Sofia - June 2008
	4

	Croatia
	

	Zagreb – June 2002
	5

	Zagreb -- July 2007
	14 -20

	Zagreb -- July 2008
	21

	Czech Republic –Brno - June 2008
	24

	Estonia – Tallinn – August 2006
	28

	Hungary
	

	Budapest – July 2007
	32

	Budapest -- July 2008
	35

	Latvia 
	

	Riga -- July 2005
	41

	Riga – July 2006
	50

	Moldova - Chisinau -- May 2008
	91

	Poland

	

	Krakow -- May 2004
	99

	Poznan -- November 2004
	101

	Warsaw -- June 2005
	107

	Poznan -- November 2005
	114

	Gdansk -- November 2005
	117

	Elblag – November 2005
	117

	Krakow -- April 2006
	120

	Romania
	

	Bucharest – May 2005
	131

	Bucharest – June 2006
	133

	Bucharest – June 2007
	134

	Russia
	

	Moscow - May 2006
	153

	Moscow -- July 2006 -- demonstration outside the Iranian embassy
	155

	Moscow -- May 2007
	178/180

	St Petersburg -- attack on "day of silence" participants
	195

	Serbia – Belgrade -- June 2001 
	200

	Turkey – Bursa – August 2006
	206

	Ukraine – Kiev – 2003
	210

	
	

	7. Police fail to provide adequate protection on 11 occasions
	

	
	

	Croatia – Zagreb - July 2007
	15

	Estonia – Tallinn – August 2006
	28

	Hungary -- Budapest -- July 2007
	33

	Latvia – Riga – July 2006
	50

	Moldova -- Chisinau -- May 2008
	91 

	Poland
	

	Krakow -- May 2004
	99

	Poznan -- November 2004
	101

	Elblag – November 2005
	117

	Russia
	

	Moscow - May 2006
	153

	Moscow -- May 2007
	179

	Serbia – Belgrade -- June 2001 
	200

	
	

	8. Police break up, prevent, or try to prevent peaceful demonstrations or events on 10 occasions
	

	Moldova
	

	Chisinau – May 2005 -Ceremony at Monument of Glory prevented
	74

	Chisinau – August 2006 - Amnesty International Violence against Women action
	79

	Chisinau – April 2007 - Ceremony at Monument to the victims of repressions
	84

	Poland - Poznan -- November 2005
	114

	Russia
	

	Moscow – Pride - May 2006
	153

	Moscow – Pride - May 2007

	178/181

	Moscow – EU visa ban demonstration - June 2007
	185

	Moscow -- blood donation ban -- September 2007
	188

	Moscow -- Pride -- June 2008
	197

	Turkey – Bursa – August 2006
	206

	
	

	9. Police obstruct freedom of assembly through unreasonable procedures, or treat Pride participants in discriminatory fashion
	

	Croatia – Zagreb – 2006
	9

	Croatia – Zagreb – 2007
	17

	Estonia – Tallinn – 2007
	29

	
	

	10. Courts fail to uphold the right to freedom of assembly on 15 occasions
	

	Latvia -- Riga -- July 2006 (judgment by court of first instance -- later overturned by higher court)
	49

	Moldova
	

	Chisinau -- 2005 pride march ban - Appeal Court
	75

	Chisinau - 2005 pride march ban - Supreme Court
	75

	Chisinau – 2006 pride march ban - Appeal Court (overturned by Supreme Court)
	77

	Chisinau – Ban on Amnesty International death penalty demonstration because of LGBT group’s participation (overturned by Supreme Court)
	80

	Russia
	

	Moscow – May 2006 - district Court upholds the ban on the 2006 pride March
	151

	Moscow -- September 2006 -- Moscow City Court rejects appeal against ban on 2006 March
	157

	Moscow -- January 2007 -- City Court rejects request for "special procedure review" of ban on 2006 March
	158

	Moscow -- April 2007 -- head of City Court rejects appeal against refusal to hold "special procedure review" of ban on 2006 march
	167

	Moscow -- June 2007 -- Russia's Supreme Court rules that ban on 2006 gay pride parade justified
	184

	Moscow -- September 2007 - district Court upholds the ban on the 2007 pride March
	190

	Moscow -- November 2007 -- Moscow City Court rejects appeal against ban on pickets proposed as alternative to 2007 pride March
	190

	Moscow – November 2007 – District Court rejects appeal against prohibition of demonstration for EU visa ban on the Mayor of Moscow
	185

	Moscow -- December 2007 -- Moscow City Court rejects appeal against ban on 2007 March
	190

	Moscow – February 2008 – Moscow City Court rejects appeal against prohibition of demonstration for EU visa ban on the Mayor of Moscow
	185

	
	

	11. Other failures of courts or public prosecution service
	

	Russia
	

	Moscow -- September 2006 – Tverskoi District prosecution department decide not to prosecute German parliamentarian's attacker
	156

	Moscow -- April 2007 – Tverskoi District Court rejects lawsuit against Mayor of Moscow for inflammatory language
	169

	Moscow -- June 2007 – improper actions by judge in trial of 2007 pride organisers
	182

	Moscow –October 2007  – Moscow City Court rejects lawsuit against Mayor of Moscow for inflammatory language
	189

	Serbia - Failure of authorities to prosecute organisers of attacks on 2001 Belgrade Pride march
	202

	
	

	12. Failure of ombudspersons to support LGBT freedom of assembly
	

	Croatia – 2005 and 2006
	6, 10

	Russia -- May 2006: ombudsman Vladimir Lukin
	148

	
	

	13. Some positive developments
	

	Bulgaria -- Sofia -- June 2008 -- police protection prevents injuries to pride participants
	4

	Croatia – Zagreb 
	

	June 2002: the public support of the Minister of the Interior
	5

	Successful, violence free marches held from 2003 – 2006 (but not 2007), and 2008
	6, 21, insert cross-reference

	2008: Ombudsman for Gender Equality participates in pride march; also support from some political parties, and Mayor of Zagreb displays rainbow flag in main square
	21, 22

	Estonia – Marches authorised every year between 2004 – 2007 – and violence-free except 2006
	26-30

	Hungary -- Budapest -- 2008 -- vigorous attempts by police to prevent violence
	37

	Latvia – Riga
	

	2005/2006: The Prime Minister reverses his original opposition to Pride marches
	39, 48

	2005: Riga District Administrative Court annuls city authorities' ban
	40

	2005: Effective police protection for march
	41

	2007: Prosecutor's office seeks to bring more serious charges against leaders of attacks on 2006 pride March
	54

	2007: Regional Administrative Court overrules lower court regarding ban on 2006 pride march
	55

	2007: The 2007 "March for Equality" successful, with no injuries to participants
	57

	2007: Riga police praised for their professionalism
	58

	2008: Before the March, the President speaks strongly against intolerance
	64

	2008: Qualified satisfaction at the performance of the police
	66

	Moldova
	

	Chisinau – Supreme Court overrules 2006 pride march ban 
	77

	Chisinau -- Supreme Court overrules ban on 2006 day against Fascism demonstration
	86

	Poland 
	

	Warsaw - June 2005: Court overturns Mayor's ban on six rallies
	109

	Warsaw - August 2005: Appeal Court overturns ban on original 2005 Equality March
	109

	Poznan - December 2005: Administrative Court declares ban on 2005 march illegal
	115

	Warsaw – January 2006: Polish Constitutional Court rules that the law relied on in banning the 2005 Warsaw Equality March was unconstitutional
	119

	Warsaw - 2006: The Equality March is authorised by the city authorities for the first time in 3 years
	122

	Warsaw - June 2006: With effective policing, the Equality March passes off successfully
	122

	Poznan - November 2006: Poznan Equality March passes off without incident
	123

	Krakow - April 2007: Tolerance March successful
	124

	May 2007: The European Court of Human Rights rules that the ban on the 2005 Warsaw Equality March is a violation of Articles 11 and 14 of the Convention
	125

	Warsaw - May 2007: with effective policing, Warsaw Equality Parade passes off without incident
	127

	Poznan -  November 2007: Equality March passes off without incident
	128

	Krakow - April 2008 -- March for Tolerance passes off without incident
	129

	Warsaw as June 2008 -- Equality Parade passes off without serious incident
	130

	Romania – Bucharest
	

	May 2005: President Basescu persuades Mayor to withdraw ban
	131

	June 2007: praise for professionalism of Bucharest police
	137

	May 2008: the March for Diversity passes off without major incident, and a more positive reaction from bystanders is noted
	138, 139
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1
Bulgaria

1
2008

1. 23 June 2008: the Bulgarian National Union announces that it is planning a "Week of Intolerance" ahead of Bulgaria's first Pride event, under the slogan "Be Intolerant, be Normal".

2. 26 June 2008: the Mayor of Sofia announces that the route of the march has been altered in order to safeguard participants.

3. 27 June 2008: the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church sends a letter protesting at the Pride event to the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the Parliament, and the Mayor.

4. 28 June 2008: Bulgaria’s first march goes ahead, with about 150 participants, and a large police presence. At least 60 counter-demonstrators are arrested. Some were throwing bottles, squibs, stones and Molotov cocktails at the procession. No participants are injured.

2
Croatia
2002
5. 29 June 2002: Croatia's first gay parade is a success, although marred by violent attacks on participants after the lifting of police protection at the end of the Parade. 200 – 300 people participated. There was support from senior figures in the political sphere, including the Minister of the Interior, Mr Sime Lucin, who made a speech congratulating participants on their courage, encouraging them to fight for their rights, and expressing the hope that the next Gay Pride would be organised without the need for police protection. Mindful of the violence experienced by pride organisers in Belgrade the previous year, there was close co-operation between the police and the organisers. The police put up a protective fence around the main rallying point. Counter-demonstrators threw eggs, watermelons and stones, but swift reaction by the police prevented any injuries. However, following the end of the march, when police protection was no longer available, a number of participants were attacked. 11 people were injured.  Police reported arresting 27 people.

2003 -2005

6. Gay pride marches were held in Zagreb between 2003 -- 2005, and passed off relatively free of violence, with the main difficulties coming from the attitudes and behaviour of the police. In 2005 the Ombudsman was contacted for help, but was unavailable until the day before the march. 
2006

7. In 2006 a detailed monitoring report was prepared.

8. There was no organised counter-demonstration.  However there was a degree of hate speech and offensive language from bystanders, to which the police did not react. Some individual police officers also used offensive language. There were a couple of minor acts of aggression, which did not result in significant injury.
9. The main obstacle to the event came from the attitude and unreasonable demands of the Zagreb Police Department.  
· It tried to insist that the organisers provide some 200 guards, of which 150 were to come from a registered private security company, despite the organisers' assessment that there would only be 300 participants.  The organisers had proposed 20 private security guards and 60 volunteer monitors.  The police tried to justify their demand on the basis of the experience of previous years, "during which there had been several instances of disturbance of public peace and order".  Since there had been no significant violent incidents since 2003, the police demands were not reasonable. In any event, the organisers did not have sufficient budget to pay for so many guards.
· The police tried to suggest that the Parade be held on the outskirts of Zagreb rather than in the city centre

· The police issued statements to the media that in order to ensure the security of the Parade, a large number of police would be necessary, and that this would cost a lot of taxpayers' money.

10. Several days before the event, the Chief of the Security Department of the Zagreb Police threatened that the gathering would be banned.  The Organising Committee notified the Gender Equality Ombudsman by phone, and issued a written complaint to the People's Attorney (Ombudsman), who never responded.

11. In the end the Organising Committee negotiated a compromise, by which they provided 30 private security company guards and 60 monitors.

12. In the event, in the judgement of the organisers, the police provided excessive security, to the detriment of the event.  There were some 500 officers compared to only 300 participants. The park on which the event centred was surrounded by a metal fence with only two narrow (1.5 metre wide) entrances. The march itself was rushed along by the police, even though the organisers had obtained a permit for a temporary halt to traffic. All this was intimidating for participants, and presented a negative image in the media.
13. Finally, the police tried to insist that participants from Serbia transfer to a public bus outside the city, and leave immediately after the end of the parade.
2007

14. 7 July 2007 -- the 6th Zagreb Pride - 200 people, with, reportedly, some 500 police, braved the jeers and spitting of onlookers to take part in the annual Gay pride event. When the march arrived at the main city square, police intervened, in response to a group of people attempting to throw Molotov cocktails and teargas at the participants.  Photographic evidence shows that one of the Molotov cocktails was already lit.  The attacker was arrested, and charged with a hate crime, under the new criminal code introduced in 2006. A participant who stepped out of the protected area to make a phone call was attacked, with blows to the head and kidneys. 
15. While the march itself was adequately protected, that was not the case once it finished.  Between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. there where at least six attacks by organised gangs on 30 to 40 march participants walking in the city in smaller groups.  At least 12 persons suffered smaller injuries, while two were hospitalised.  Many of those attacked where activists and/or foreign citizens, including three members of the Zagreb Pride Organising Committee.  
16. After one of the attacks to which Pride organisers and their guests from Slovenia, Italy and Germany were exposed, police took the attacked persons to a police station, where they found themselves waiting to give statements in the same room as the attackers who had been armed with Molotov cocktails. Amongst pride participants in the police station was an Italian Delegate to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Senator Gianpaolo Silvestri. 
17. The Deputy Head of the Police Station asked a couple from Slovenia not to sit close to each other and not to kiss or touch.  When one of the Pride organisers present, Franko Dota, objected, he was taken into a separate room where he was told he could be charged with offending an official and offending the moral feelings of citizens.  
18. The last attacks were around 8:30 p.m., when a Swede and a Dutchman left their apartment, and were recognized by attackers.  They suffered head injuries.  Around 11 p.m., in the city centre, a group of 50 -- 70 football fans were drumming and singing "Kill faggots!  Faggots into chains!" 
19. Attacks continued during the following days. One Pride Organiser, Franko Dota, received three text messages with death threats, and on Tuesday, July 10, he was recognized and attacked by several people.  Another pride organiser, Viktor Zahtila, was recognized and attacked on Wednesday/Thursday night.
 
20. There were 13 arrests, including 5 people suspected of planning to throw Molotov cocktails.
 
2008

21. 28 June 2008: Zagreb's seventh consecutive gay pride parade goes off successfully. It is attended amongst others by the Ombudswoman for Gender Equality, Gordana Lukac-Koritnik and Social Democratic Party member of the Croatian Parliament Mirela Holy. Police estimate numbers at between 150 and 200, while the organisers put the numbers at 300, with effective police protection by 300 officers. Police report attacks on five participants in two separate incidents: Two unidentified men attacked Kristijan Grdjan and Sanja Juras, activists of Iskorak, the organisation promoting the rights of sexual and gender minorities, and Kontra, the organisation promoting the rights of lesbians. Grdjan was slightly injured in the attack and sought medical assistance. The police were also investigating an attack on three citizens of Kosovo who participated in the parade. Two of them sought medical assistance after they were attacked by three unidentified men outside the parade zone.

22. It is reported that many political parties and institutional figures officially supported the Gay Pride, including: the President of the Republic Stjepan Mesić (HNS), the two liberal parties HNS and HSLS, the Social Democratic Party, the Greens and the Communists (without parliamentary representation). The Mayor of Zagreb accepted (after some insistence) to display the rainbow flags in the main square of Zagreb. The conservative Prime Minister and his party do not have an official position on the Gay Pride, but oppose all violence and ensured protection to participants, including after the event.  Only one MP participated in the gay pride.

23. 19 July 2008: Zagreb Pride reports that the police have identified the four people who attacked the Kosovans, and have arrested two of them.
3
Czech Republic

24. 28 June 2008: the Czech Republic’s first gay pride event, the Rainbow Parade, takes place in Brno. 500 participants are protected by around 200 police in riot gear, as right-wing extremists attacked the parade, using tear gas, eggs and fireworks. 15 people were detained by the police and two charged with breaching the peace. After the initial attack, organisers decided to press on with the parade, but over a shorter route than initially planned. The march came to an end when tear gas was thrown at the participants and some of the hundreds of onlookers. At least 20 people were affected, with two people needing medical treatment and one policeman taken to hospital.
25. Earlier, The National Party (Národní strana) indicated that it saw the event as a "pressure on the majority, pressure that is disgusting and awkward, pressure leading to social acceptation of the children being adopted by homosexual couples." They were joined in their opposition to the March by other right-wing organisations, Conservative Party (Konzervativní strana), Law and Justice (Právo a spravedlnost) and a group called National Renewal Action (Akce národní obnovy).

4
Estonia

26. 14 August 2004: Estonia’s first gay pride march passes off without incident.
 
27. 13 August 2005: The Tallinn Pride march again goes off without incident, with 400 marchers braving a downpour.
 
28. 12 August 2006: Participants in Tallinn’s third Pride march are attacked by more than a dozen counter-demonstrators. More than ten participants in the march are injured and one person is hospitalised with head injuries. The counter-demonstrators, who reportedly defined themselves as Estonian nationalists, physically and verbally attacked marchers, spat on them as well as throwing stones and eggs at them. The counter-demonstrators were able to attack the marchers without being stopped by law enforcement officials. Later in the evening, a window of an entertainment venue hosting Pride participants was smashed. Following the march, six counter-demonstrators were arrested for “violating public order”.

29. 10 July 2007: the Estonian Northern Police Prefecture say they are against the Pride March being held in the centre of the city. 'Considering the experience of the last years and possible threats involved in holding the event, the prefecture has advised that the organizers should find a place more suitable for it. Since the participants in the parade are many, holding it may disturb the constitutional rights of other citizens to walk the narrow streets of the Old City', the police believe.

30. 11 August 2007: the march goes ahead without serious incidents
. Police had earlier authorised the march in the centre of town, after organisers agreed to hire security guards,  and had lobbied senior political figures.
 Following the previous year’s problems, organisers had expected more help from the authorities.  However, pride organiser Lisette Kampus commented that the planning process had been “remarkably un-smooth.  I really want to believe that this hassle has been put on the organisers of other public events too, and it is not a question of intolerance or attitude towards Pride events”.

31. No march takes place in 2008. There is insufficient enthusiasm, with increased hostility, and a low turnout in 2007, following the violence in 2006.

5
Hungary

2007
32. 7 July 2007: after several years of peaceful events
, the 2007 Pride March meets violent opposition. Around 2,000 gays, lesbians and transvestites are met by several hundred demonstrators gathered along their route, holding far-right banners, pelting eggs, bottles and plastic bags filled with sand. A group of masked skinheads pelt police with beer bottles. 
 Police arrest 8 people. A counter-demonstration was organised by the far right Jobbik party. Bottles, eggs and Molotov cocktails were thrown at the demonstrators.  Several participants were injured, and one lorry caught fire from a Molotov cocktail.  Some participants needed hospitalisation.
  Gays were attacked in several places in the hours following the procession. A German man received the worst blow in Pipa utca in the Ninth District, when assailants struck him on the head with a beer bottle. A member of the Free Democrats New Generation was also injured by far-right groups on Saturday, leader András Léderer told reporters.
 
33. 8 July 2007: LGBT organisations publish statements detailing police negligence.
  
· The counter-demonstration had been authorised by the authorities.  Under the Act on Assembly, police should have dissolved it immediately, because some of its participants arrived visibly armed with bottles and Molotov cocktails.

· Even when LGBT people were injured by bottles and splinters, police failed to intervene, just watching the demonstrators.

· Police failed to step in between the two demonstrations, or form a wall.

· After the march, police failed to ensure the safety of participants.  The march ended at the club Buddha Beach, which the police held closed for hours because of the threatening presence of the extremist group.  After lifting the closure, the police failed to patrol the area. By 1 a.m. 11 LGBT people had been attacked in nearby parks and streets.

· Police failed to respond to requests for help and protection, for example, refusing to escort two lesbians past a group of neo-Nazis.

2008
34. 13 June 2008: The Budapest chief of police reverses his decision of the previous day to prevent the pride march, following international protest. He had argued that the march would hinder traffic.

35. 5 July 2008: 1500 people take part in the pride March, protesting against threats and attacks against the LGBT community in the past few weeks. The majority of participants are thought to have come from outside the LGBT community. The march started at a central square in Budapest, after strict security checks to prevent neo-Nazis infiltrating the crowd. Four separate official counter-demonstrations were held. Despite this, there are also attackers at nearly every corner along a one-mile route of the march. Counter-demonstrators threw petrol bombs, rotten eggs, faeces, eggs filled with acid or paint, and cobblestones. Police protection was reported to be exemplary. Anti-riot police from all over Hungary were present along the whole length of the route and intervened where necessary. The march ended in an enclosed area, where a concert was due to take place. However, the performer, who is Roma, was beaten up by neo-Nazis, and unable to perform. The police used tear gas and a water cannon to enable the marchers to leave, and escorted them to a metro station, simultaneously dispersing the hostile mob waiting there.

36. Police arrested 45 people, with 10 people injured during the march. Police seized chemicals and Molotov cocktails from a six-member group waiting for demonstrators in an uninhabited flat along the route of the march. Liberal Member of Parliament Gabor Horn was hit, and a police car carrying former under-secretary Gabor Szetey -- the first openly gay Hungarian politician --  and MEP Katalin Levai was also attacked.
 
37. The Justice Minister reports that most of the violence was directed at police. 2141 police officers were on duty, and 17 were injured. 11 prosecutions have been initiated.
 
6
Latvia

2005

38. 20 July 2005: the executive director of Riga City Council, Eriks Skapars, withdraws permission for a Gay Pride march on 23rd July, citing security concerns.  He had received a flood of protests from religious extremist groups who threatened to disrupt the march, his spokesman Ugis Vidauskis said. "Mr Skapars believes that this event, which is meant to increase tolerance against sexual minorities, would actually result in decreasing that tolerance," he said.  "This is not tied to one organisation protesting," he said.  "We concluded that the majority of society was against it, and it could result in unrest."

39. His decision came just hours after a statement in a television interview by Latvia's Prime Minister, Aigars Kalvitis, that he could not "accept that a parade of sexual minorities takes place in the middle of our capital city next to the Dom Cathedral.  This is not acceptable.  Latvia is a state based on Christian values.  We cannot advertise things which are not acceptable to the majority of our society." On 19th July the Deputy Speaker of the Latvian parliament, Leopold Ozolins, had issued an open letter regarding the Gay Pride march in which he used highly offensive language about gays and lesbians.

40. 22 July 2005: the Riga District Administrative Court annuls the city authorities' ban, on the grounds that it is unconstitutional, breaches human rights, and is discriminatory on the grounds of sexual orientation.

41. 23 July 2005: the march goes ahead. Before it starts, an ecumenical church service is held by the representatives of all main Christian dominations in the Cathedral to condemn the march, and to pray for "traditional family values". 100 people participate in the march, but over 1000 people have gathered to stage a protest against the march. Some of the protesters try to block the march, while others use tear gas and throw eggs at the marchers. Some try to break through the police cordon with the apparent intention of assaulting the marchers. There is much aggressive homophobic chanting and offensive homophobic posters. The police are forced to alter the march route and to form a chain around the parade participants to protect them.  The march ends with a service in the Anglican Church. After the service police evacuate the marchers by bus, as it is unsafe to leave on foot. In total six of the protesters are arrested, including two who carried Nazi symbols on their clothing.
 

42. 25 July 2005: Amnesty International releases a public statement expressing deep concern at "the comments made by the Prime Minister and by the Deputy Speaker of the Parliament and the effects they may have had.  Amnesty International fears such comments from the authorities may encourage a climate of intolerance and hatred, and that they may incite verbal and physical attacks against gay and lesbian persons, such as those that took place on 23rd July 2005 during the gay pride march."

43. 10 August 2005: the Latvian Prime Minister responds to his critics: "I must express my regret about the unhealthy stir that was created following my interview with the LNT TV programme "900 seconds". There were attempts to link my statements with expressions of homophobic views and hate in the society.  This is not true… I would like to repeat that the Government of Latvia has never retreated from the principles of democracy, and that its whole operation is aimed at protecting every citizen of Latvia, fighting race intolerance and persons fuelling hate on national or any other grounds".

44. 15 August 2005: Cardinal Pujats, Archbishop of Riga, commenting on July’s Gay Pride march, says, in a service broadcast on television and radio: “In Soviet times we faced atheism, which oppressed religion; now we have an era of sexual atheism. This form of atheism is even more infectious and dangerous -- spiritual values disappear in a swamp of sexual irregularity.”

45. 26 August 2005: an investigation by the Security Police to evaluate whether the images displayed during the Pride March could constitute a breach of public order and security concludes that there are no grounds to begin a criminal prosecution because the statements on the posters do not breach the law.  The Security Police explain that although the posters could be considered as discriminatory against sexual minorities, the Latvian Criminal Law does not provide criminal liability for such kind of discrimination.  Nevertheless, the Interior Ministry considers that it should be possible to start a criminal prosecution for such statements and will initiate a discussion on possible legislative amendments.

46. 17 November 2005: 2 pastors of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church are punished for their support for the Gay Pride march. Juris Calitis, who is also a dean of the Theology Faculty of the University of Latvia, is excommunicated. Varis Bogdanovs is given a disciplinary penalty.

2006

47. July 2006: as the date for the Pride march approaches, opposition intensifies:

· July 7: popular folk singer Kaspars Dimiters publishes an advertisement in several Latvian newspapers with the headline “Don’t sleep at home – lie down in the streets!” “We don’t have to tolerate the deceit, lies, psychological violence and aggression with which the sodomites want to achieve their goals…” Dimiters’ efforts are supported by several radical organizations, including Against the Current, Klubs 415 and NoPride, which claim to have collected over 13,000 signatures on an appeal for the march to be banned. They are urging their supporters to come out into the streets on Saturday to disrupt the march. The radical nationalist organization National Power Unity declares that its members “are prepared to use not just non-violent forms of protest to protect our children and fellow human beings from the amoral forced sexualization of society”.

· 12th July: Interior Minister Dzintars Jaundþeikars (Latvia’s First Party) states on national television that the Interior Ministry would be unable to guarantee security during the Pride march and calls it the “greatest security risk” since Latvia gained independence in 1991. “We cannot guarantee that someone won’t throw something on the marchers from the windows of nearby buildings,” Jaundþeikars says. The same day Riga Vice-Mayor Armers Luvdiks (Latvia’s First Party) calls on the city council not to allow the Pride March, citing security risks and opposition by the general public. 
· July 14: At a meeting of the governmental Religious Affairs Council representatives of Latvia’s mainstream religious confessions call for the Pride march to be banned. Roman Catholic cardinal Jânis Pujats states: “The constitution already declares that the state must protect the family, therefore [the state] does not need to permit events organized by people who want to teach others immorality.” An international evangelical conference in Riga on the same day is told by Scott Lively, president of the California-based Abiding Truth Ministries: “A war has begun between Christians and homosexuals.” Pastor Aleksey Ledaev of the New Generation church describes homosexuality as “parasitical” and the “death of civilization.”
 

48. 19 July 2006: Riga city council refuses a permit for "Riga Pride 2006" March.
 Latvian President Vaira Vike Freiberga and Prime Minister Aigars Kalvitis denounce the city council’s decision, stating that discrimination on any grounds, including sexual orientation, is unacceptable.

49. 21 July 2006: the Administrative Court of Latvia upholds the decision of the Riga City Council to deny a permit “Riga Pride 2006”. Much of the information justifying the decision has been classified as a state secret and will remain sealed from the public for the next five years.
  
50. 22 July 2006: although the Pride march is banned, a church service and an indoor pride celebration in the Reval Hotel Latvija go ahead. Participants in the church service are verbally abused by anti-gay protesters and pelted with excrement and other projectiles as they leave. Police reportedly refuse requests for protection. Similar events take place at the Reval Hotel Latvija.
 After the end of the celebration the organisers are trapped inside the hotel by a hostile crowd for several hours, with the police refusing to respond to their requests for protection. Eventually the Acting Prime Minister, Aigars Stokenbergs, comes in person to the hotel, and arranges for the organisers to be evacuated safely.
 
51. 24 July 2006: In a press release Amnesty International criticises the Latvian authorities for failing to provide adequate protection. “Last Saturday, gays and lesbians and their supporters were attacked with eggs, human excrement and were abused physically and verbally without receiving a heart proper protection from law enforcement officials…. The organizers of both events had requested police protection well in advance. Yet any significant police presence only materialized a few hours after the start of the attacks against the participants in the press conference…. The Latvian authorities have breached their obligations under international law and standards to respect the rights to freedom of assembly and expression by banning the Riga Pride 2006 march. They have compounded this breach by failing to adequately protect the participants in the other events organized by the LGBT community”.

52. 4 August 2006: 6 of those who had thrown tomatoes, eggs and excrement at Pride participants are found guilty at the Central District of Riga Court of "petty hooliganism" under Article 167 of the Administrative Code, and sentenced to small fines.  The Chief Prosecutor, in an interview, argues that prosecution under the more serious hooliganism article of the Criminal Law would have been appropriate.

2007

53. 6 February 2007: the newspaper Ritdiena announces a demonstration "against the shameless demands of pederasts".  The objectives of the demonstration are "to ensure that… any propaganda of pederasty and homosexuality is banned, to ensure that the labour law is amended to say that pederasts are banned from working in national government structures or any jobs which have to do with the raising of children and young people, and to make sure that the law does not specify any criminal or administrative prosecution of people who take part in the fight against pederasts".

54. 2 April 2007: following an appeal by the Prosecutor's office against the sentences for petty hooliganism handed down to two of the leaders of the anti-pride movement in the summer of 2006, they are charged with hooliganism under the Latvian Penal Law, an offence carrying a sentence of up to seven years in jail (see 52 above).

55. 12 April 2007: the Regional Administrative Court overrules the judgement of the District Administrative Court regarding the ban on the 2006 pride March, deciding that the ban was not legal (see 49 above).  The ban was based on security considerations.  The Regional Administrative Court found that the Riga City Council was not able to prove to the court that it had evaluated the proportionality between the act of banning the march and the state resources that would have been necessary to ensure the safety of participants.  The court decision commented on the City Council's infringement of the rights of the LGBT community by not suggesting an alternative route for the march and by not adequately evaluating the threat posed to the marchers and the resources necessary for neutralising the threat.

56. 26 May 2007: A few days before the pride event, the newspaper Ritdiena publishes another attack: "Readers, people of all ethnicities and all residents, we have arrived at the final barrier. Unless the people rise up in defence of the interests of their children and their future, then this nation will be a dead nation…… Homosexuals have crawled into responsible government jobs.  Homosexuals want to amend at least 16 laws in the Republic of Latvia, defining special rights only for themselves in those laws.  They call this tolerance, but in truth it is the shameless attempt of the homosexual minority to oppress the normal majority of all of society."
 
57.  3 June 2007: Riga's "March for Equality" goes off successfully.  Some 400 marchers take part and are protected by a massive police presence, overseen by Interior Minister Ivars Godmanis.  The march is followed by protesters, screaming insults, and occasionally throwing eggs or an ice cream cone, but no one is injured.  Meanwhile, elsewhere, several thousand people take part in a large anti-gay concert, called “The World against Homosexuality".

58. Linda Freimane, spokesperson for the "March for Equality" organisers, comments "This year the situation has changed in a positive direction.  Latvia's Courts have clearly confirmed that the right of free assembly rests with everyone.  The political elite this year did not try to dispute this principle, and there was no talk of banning the march.  Co-operation with the police was very constructive, and we very much would like to praise their professionalism".
       
2008
59. 14 May 2008: the City Council and the organisers of the 2008 pride event agree on the location for the march - on the banks of the Daugava River, at the Embankment of 11 November. However, politician Oskars Kastēns, the Special Assignments Minister for Social Integration Affairs, says that the organisers should abandon the march: “It only provokes more aggression."
 

60. 21 May 2008: Almers Ludviks, a Deputy Mayor of Riga (Latvia First Party), calls on the municipality to move the pride march to some less public place. “I think that the planned march of sexual minorities, whose aim is to cause a stir, would be a challenge to the deeply symbolic meaning of this place and cause moral harm to the inhabitants of Riga. I think this is not acceptable.”

61. 27 May 2008: in an open letter to the Prime Minister, the Interior Minister, and Riga City Council, Cardinal Pujats argues that:
"Pride marches in Latvia must be seen as unlawful and must not be permitted, because first of all, they are aimed against morality and the family model which exists in our nation and is enshrined in the fundamental law of the state, the Constitution.  Second, homosexuality is against the natural order and, therefore, against the laws of God.  Third, homosexuals also claim unlawfully to have the rights of a minority.  A minority is made up of those who are different from the majority of people because of nationality, language, race, skin colour and other neutral characterisations, but not of moral evaluation.  That means that there can be no minority of alcoholics, homosexuals, drug addicts or any other people if the minority is based on immoral inclinations.  Otherwise this would be direct promotion of immorality”.

He went on to attack foreigners who participate in Pride marches in Latvia: 

“A ban on the Pride would also cause these foreigners, who are so full of bravado, to think about the fact that they have no right to publicly propagandise perversion in Latvia and expect that this shameful behaviour is even protected by the police.  This is humiliation to law enforcement officials who, in contrast to their conscience, are forced during the Pride event to stand with the gays.  Even more, it would be humiliation for our government and for the entire nation if we were to feel captive in front of amoral pressure."

62. 27 May 2008: The LPP/LC faction of the Rīga City Council calls upon the people and guests of Rīga to refuse to take part in the so-called sexual minorities march and to ignore it. “We oppose the presentation of intimate issues in the public space,” said faction chairman Andris Ameriks.  “People who find it acceptable to demonstrate their sexual needs do not deserve public attention.  We believe that they are purposefully provoking a counteraction to their provocative behaviour, and if we bow before their provocations, that will only increase their self-satisfied delight.  I hope that our views will be heard by the Latvian mass media.”

63. 28 May 2008: Deputy Mayor Andris Argalis (People’s Party) says that he believes that public propaganda of perversion must not be allowed, and that is why he does not support the planned sexual minority Pride event that is scheduled for this weekend on the 11th November Shoreline.

“I don’t believe that we should spoil a few percent of society members by allowing them to propagandise their perversion,” he told the LETA news agency.  “Otherwise we’re going to have to afford the same opportunities to other, similar groups of sexual oddities – flashers, exhibitionists, glue-sniffers.”

64. 30 May 2008: the President of Latvia, Valdis Zatlers, in a media interview, speaks strongly against intolerance.

65. 31 May 2008: 300 people take part in the Pride March, with police protecting them from some 400 counter-demonstrators. Five people are detained.

66. 4 June 2008: in an open letter to the Mayor of Riga and the Minister of the Interior a group of foreign politicians and activists who took part in the pride march express satisfaction that the March for Equality was not prevented or obstructed, and that all necessary measures were taken to ensure safety and security of the marchers. However they express the wish that certain measures taken by the City Council and the police which restricted access to the March for Equality are not repeated next year. These included only allowing access to the march to people who said they were LGBT persons. They also expressed the hope that prominent Latvian politicians would take part in next year's march.

7
Lithuania

2005
67. 30 September 2005: in the wake of gay pride marches in Estonia and Latvia, demonstrators meet on the Europe Square in Vilnius to protest against the possibility of a gay pride march and the "spread" of homosexuality in Lithuania.  A spokesperson for the Lithuanian Gay League had previously told the BNS news agency that Lithuanian lesbians and gay men do not have plans to organise a pride march in their country for two reasons, lack of resources and the very high level of homophobia.

2007
68. 7 May 2007: the Lithuanian Gay League announces the first-ever public action in support of LGBT rights in Vilnius, as part of the International Day against Homophobia. The event, scheduled for 25 May, is organised within the framework of the EU's Year of Equal Opportunities for All, and centres on a visit by the EU's anti-discrimination bus, which is touring 19 EU member states and is designed to inform citizens of their rights under EU and national anti-discrimination legislation.

69. 21 May 2007: the Vilnius city administrative management decides to refuse to allow the anti-discrimination truck to make its planned stop in Vilnius, based on security risks and a concern that events around the truck might cause riots. The European Commission responds, regretting “the decision to cancel the planned event" and says "The decision by the city authorities shows how much still needs to be done to change behaviour and attitudes towards discriminated groups and promote awareness of diversity". A few days earlier the Mayor of Vilnius had stated his support for trolley bus drivers in Vilnius and Kaunas who had refused to drive vehicles carrying advertisements calling for tolerance for lesbians and gays.
 
70. 26 October 2007: a public rally in Vilnius involving a 30 m rainbow flag, timed to coincide with ILGA-Europe's annual conference, is banned by the city authorities. A press officer says this is because of "safety concerns" due to building works, but no alternative venue is offered. Shortly afterwards conference delegates are smoked bombed in a local bar.

71. 14 November 2007: Vilnius City Council amended its “Rules of Cleaning and Tidiness” [sic] to give it powers to refuse authorisation of events in public places during which, “in the opinion of the police or the commission, riots may arise or such events due to their nature may provoke negative public reaction or opposition …. Such events may be held only in enclosed spaces, in which the safety of the participants and viewers of the event is ensured”.

72. August 2008: the EU anti-discrimination truck is again banned from public places, this time in the cities of both Vilnius and Kaunas. However, a compromise is reached whereby the truck is allowed to be displayed on private property, at supermarkets.
 Regarding Kaunas, Zenonas Abramavičius, the acting director of the municipal government, explained that permission had been refused for two reasons: late application, and that Lithuanian's are not yet ready for "such tolerance".
 The Mayor of Kaunas, Andrius Kupčinskas, a member of the Conservative Party, said that he advised his subordinates not to issue the permit for the event because of the “totally inappropriate location chosen for the event—a car park next to the Carmelites Church". Stanislovas Buškevičius, the chairman of the “Young Lithuania” Party (“Jaunojii Lietuva”) and the deputy mayor of Kaunas declared that gay parades were evil and organised in order to involve more people.

[However there is now advice that the owners of the private property in Kaunas refused to host the EU anti-discrimination truck]
8
Moldova

2005
73. 16 May 2005: the interim city mayor of Chisinau, Mr Vasile Ursu, rejects an application by LGBT organisation GenderDoc-M to hold a peaceful manifestation in support of anti-discrimination legislation for sexual minorities, planned for 20th May in front of the Moldovan Parliament. Reasons mentioned in the discussion by the municipal committee include church opinion, and that "in Moldova minorities are more protected than the healthy native population".

74.  May 2005: the police refuse to allow GenderDoc-M representatives to lay flowers at the Chisinau Monument of Glory.  The police advise that all outdoor activities by the organisation are banned.
        

75. 13 June 2005: the Moldovan Court of Appeal declares illegal and void the refusal of the Chisinau municipal authorities.  However the municipal authorities appeal the decision to the Supreme Court.
 This refers the case back to the Appeal Court, on the basis that there is new information concerning a possible threat to public order by religious organisations.  The Appeal Court reverses its position. GenderDoc-M appeals to the Supreme Court, which upholds the decision of the Appeal Court on October 18, 2006. It gives two reasons, neither of which appear to have been raised previously:  while the organisers had appointed 2 people to lead the meeting, no one had been appointed "to be responsible for an adequate development of the meeting and taking measures with a view to protecting public order"; and the organisers had requested the meeting to be in front of the Parliament -- but meetings are not allowed within 50 m of this building.
 Both of these concerns could have been resolved by GenderDoc-M had they been raised in the initial discussions with the City Hall. As this is the final ruling in the Moldovan courts, GenderDoc-M initiates proceedings at the European Court of Human Rights.
 
76. September 2005: in a report to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the rapporteurs draw attention to the refusal of the Chisinau authorities to authorise a peaceful demonstration, and point out that "democratic governments are required to respect the fundamental rights of all their citizens and that discrimination against sexual minorities is inadmissible".
2006
77. 28 April 2006:  Interim Chisinau mayor Vasile Ursu rejects an application by the Moldovan organization GenderDoc-M to hold a public demonstration as part of its fifth annual Moldovan Pride Festival on May 5-7.  The rally was intended to support the passage of legislation barring discrimination based on sexual orientation. The mayor justifies the ban by referring to “statements of religious organizations that they will organize protest actions if the demonstration organized by GenderDoc-M is allowed,” and “letters of complaint from individuals living in Chisinau.”
 GenderDoc-M’s appeal against the ban is rejected by the Appeal Court, but subsequently supported by the Supreme Court, following a hearing on 20 December 2006. The Court's ruling, published in February 2007, states: "From the case materials it is clear that the Information Centre GenderDoc-M works on gender issues and protection of the rights of sexual minorities, thus being an organisation with objectives which do not contravene national legislation and international human rights law.  The Supreme Court considers unjustified the refusal of the Chisinau City Hall to authorise a march of solidarity by GenderDoc-M reasoning it with possible threat to the public order, as this motive is disproportional with the right to freedom of assembly, guaranteed by article 11(2) of the European Convention for Human Rights and Fundamental freedoms".

78. 18 July 2006: Chisinau City Hall authorities ban a youth march organised within the framework of the Council of Europe All Different/All Equal programme by the Ministry of Education and Youth and the National Youth Council of Moldova, and in which GenderDoc-M was to be an official participant. No reason is given, but three days later religious organisations hold a press conference in which they claim that the march was banned at their request, for the reason that the representatives of the LGBT community were to take part.

79. 31 August 2006: at an Amnesty International public action addressing Violence against Women, police try to insist that the flag of one of the participating organisations, GenderDoc-M, is removed. Amnesty International refuse.
80. 25 September 2006: Chisinau City Hall refuse Amnesty International authorisation to demonstrate against the death penalty in front of the US and Belarusian embassies on 10 October, because they have included a GenderDoc-M among the participating organisations on the application form.  Amnesty's challenge to the ban is unsuccessful in the Appeal Court, but is supported by the Moldovan Supreme Court on 15 November 2006. 

81. November 2006: A questionnaire sent by the Deputy Prosecutor General to "territorial and specialised public prosecutors" explains that “the Prosecutor General (State Office of Public Prosecutor) has planned for the implementation of procedures for monitoring the legality of the registration and work of NGOs whose activities are directed toward organizing and carrying out public assemblies, meetings and other acts of protest.”
 This raises wider concerns about the intentions of the Moldovan authorities with regard to NGOs and freedom of assembly.
82. In December 2006 the City Hall refuses to authorise a public event by GenderDoc-M on 10th December dedicated to the day against fascism. One of the reasons given is protest letters by the religious right. This is surprising, since GenderDoc-M had not publicised their application for a public event. 
2007
83. 11 April 2007: for the third year running Chisinau municipal authorities ban a Pride demonstration planned by GenderDoc-M. The event was planned as part of the Council of Europe's "All Different -- All Equal" campaign. Arguments put forward by members of the committee in charge of authorising public events include possible public disorder, propaganda of sex, and Moldovan Christian values.  GenderDoc-M announces that the public event will go ahead as planned.

84. 27 April 2007: GenderDoc-M staff, volunteers and guests of the sixth Moldovan lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pride attempt to lay flowers at the Chisinau monument to the victims of repressions. They are prevented by a large group of policemen, headed by a Vice-Commissioner. Later, in a statement to the media, a representative of the City Hall comments that the actions of the police were not justified, and that the laying of flowers at the Monument did not require their permission.
  
85. 27 April 2007: a demonstration is held in front of Chisinau City Hall to protest against the banning of the Pride event.  It lasts 15 minutes, with approximately 20 participants, including a member of the European Parliament, Maria Carlshamre. There is no violence and the demonstration is protected by the police.  About 30 people take part in a counter demonstration.

86. 19 September 2007: Moldova's Supreme Court rules that Chisinau City Hall's ban on GenderDoc M.'s demonstration planned for 10 December 2006 dedicated to the day against fascism violates Moldovan law on the freedom of assembly, the Moldovan Constitution and the European Convention for Human Rights.
 

87. December 2007: Chisinau City Hall rejects a further request for a public demonstration by GenderDoc-M.

2008
88. 1 May 2008: GenderDoc M. announces that with the forthcoming pride event, Moldova will see its first ever LGBT public event. GenderDoc M.'s confidence is based on Moldova's new freedom of assembly legislation, adopted on 22 April 2008, under which demonstrations involving fewer than 50 people do not require permission, as long as 2 days pre-notification is given.

89. 8 May 2008: notwithstanding the new legislation, the Mayor of Chisinau prohibits the Pride event, planned for 11 May 2008.  The statement reads: 

“With regards to prohibiting organization of a public manifestation in the city of Chisinau”

Based on examination of an advance declaration nr. 162 from 18.04.2008 of the Information Center GenderDoc-M, taking into consideration information from the office of the general police commissioner of the city of Chisinau nr. 2548 from 08.05.2008 about disagreement of religious organizations with regards to allowing the respective manifestation, as well as letters from school students, dwellers of the city of Chisinau, opinions of public associations and of the citizens, which have appeared on the internet, in mass media, on the radio and on television, which accuse sexual minorities of aggressiveness and violation of spiritual and moral values, in order to avoid any tensions in society, on the basis of articles 5 (1), art. 6, art. 8  (b), art. 10 (3), art. 16 (1-4), art. 18 (1,2) and art. 19  from the Law of the Republic of Moldova nr. 26 – XIV on public manifestations, and … the law on local public administration, the Chisinau mayor decides:

-
To prohibit organization of a meeting in form of a public action, solicited by the Information Centre “GenderDoc-M” on 11 May 2008.

-
Social-humanitarian and interethnic department (Mrs. Stratulat) to ensure control over execution of this disposition.

General Mayor of Chisinau - Dorin Chirtoaca 

90. 9 May 2008: A message from pride participants comments that, as the banning is unlawful, and in view of the Supreme Court's decision in relation to the 2006 pride march, they will proceed with the demonstration. The message goes on to say that pride participants have learned that a number of groups are planning violent attacks and that the City Hall's unlawful decision is designed to shift responsibility for any victims from the city authorities and police to the pride organisers.

91. 11 May 2008: Pride participants take a bus from the GenderDoc M. office to go to the location of the demonstration. However, large aggressive, coordinated groups, including extremist religious groups, and members of the neo-fascist movement “New Right”, numbering between 200 to 400 people, blocked the path of the bus, forcing the door, beating on the windows, while shouting “let' s get them out and beat them up”. About 60 people are trapped in the bus for 45 minutes. 6 police cars stood approximately 100 meters away without taking any action whatsoever. 9 telephone calls from the bus to the police for help went unanswered. After surrendering march related materials such as banners asking for tolerance and anti-discrimination laws, EU and Moldovan flags, and rainbow balloons, and agreeing to withdraw from the demonstration, the bus was released and returned to the GenderDoc M. office, followed by counter-demonstrators in a car.  There, another crowd of several hundred people surrounded the office, demanding that pride participants come out. Two police cars and one ambulance observe events from a distance, but did not intervene. The office remained blockaded for several hours.

92. At the same time, several hundred people of all ages, men and women, gathered on the Great National Assembly Square, carrying banners saying “Family is the Union between Man and Woman”, “Homosexuality is a Sin”, “Immorality Ruins Society”, “Moldova – Christian Country”, and “Do Not Turn Sin into Virtue”.
93. All remaining Pride activities, including a small meeting, sightseeing in Chisinau and visit of historic places in Moldova are cancelled due to lack of security.
94. The Mayor of Chisinau, Dorin Chirtoaca, was formerly the employee of a human rights NGO.

95. 15 May 2008: Iurie Rosca, President of National Christian Democratic Party (PPCD) in the Moldovan Parliament makes a Declaration on behalf of his party attacking LGBT rights, and defending the actions of those who prevented the GenderDoc M. demonstration:
"I consider it is my obligation to come to this tribune to present public position of PPCD with regard to more and more aggressive and shameless manifestations of some marginalised groups of our society. These groups try to impose abnormal sexual practices as something normal. There are some streams in the society, which aim to destroy its moral values, which penetrate and spread among our society. Recent attempt to organize so-called Parade of homosexuals and lesbians in the center of Chisinau is a scandalous proof to this……. 
The manifestation like that, which had to be held in the city center offend moral values and laws of our country. Moreover, such kind of actions of those, who have untraditional sexual orientation, attacks directly fundamental institutions as FAMILY, CHURCH and SCHOOL…In this way first of all our children are being attacked. And in this way the aggression against our future is manifested. ….

One thing is right for intimate life and completely another is hostile invasion in public space of this kind of manifestations offending public moral. That is why I consider that actions of the people who reacted actively and peacefully against this group on the square are justified……
Let us not forget, dear colleagues, one of the principal duties of the state is to assure procreation of its nation. That is why for us of the first importance is protection of family. This assures healthy development of the children both physically and psychologically. I would like to remind the article 48 of Moldovan Constitution says very clearly that “Family is created by free consent of a man and woman. They are provided with equal right as parents to assure growing up and educating their children.” Thus, it is evident that activity of NGO GenderDoc-M literally offends spirit of the supreme law of the society and state, fighting for so-called same-sex marriages. And it is even more offensive that this organisation has simulated marriage between two persons of the same sex, presenting in this way that it works to destroy institution of the family, as it is constituted by our society. ….

The majority of cases of sexual abuse towards children in some western countries represents direct consequence of ironic vision of sexuality. That is why we are obliged to protect our children from propaganda of some NGOs and some mass media, which turns life upside down. 

Homosexuality is moral and existential abuse, when person loses its aspiration to fulfill himself by procreation. God gave life to man and woman saying them to be one body in order to procreate. Having this evident reality, homosexuality presents an abuse without final, an abuse of the instinct to conserve human species."

96. 26 May 2008: the Speaker of the Moldovan Parliament, Marian Lupu, states that homosexuals do not have the right to "public action", and that this is the view of all politicians in Chisinau.

9
Poland  

 2001 -- 2003 

97. Pride marches take place each year in Warsaw, without significant difficulties.

 2004 

98. April 2004: Krakow's "Culture for Tolerance" Festival comes under attack by the media and the city authorities.  Many venues which had agreed to host festival events back out because of political pressure, mainly from the League of Polish Families, and its youth group, All Polish Youth. The League of Polish Families wins the overwhelming support of the regional parliament for a statement that "events promoting homosexuality [would be] harmful to the region of Krakow and the entire Lesser Poland region".

99. May 2004: Krakow's “Culture for Tolerance” festival goes ahead. However the march at the end of the festival runs into a blockade organised by All Polish Youth. It breaks up under a hail of eggs, stones and bottles. The youths pursue the marchers to the Old Town Square, where a riot ensues. Police use rubber bullets to disperse the rioters and arrest 20 of the youths.  A number of people are injured, including a policeman attacked with acid.

100. June 2004: Warsaw Mayor Lech Kaczynski bans the Equality March, citing the possibility of violence, the timing of the march (one day after the Catholic holiday Corpus Christi) and route (the same as for the biggest Corpus Christi procession). An alternative march is organised by Senator Maria Szyszkowska and passes off without incident on June 13th. 
 
101. November 2004: the Equality March in Poznan is blocked when activists of the Polish Youth begin throwing stones at the marchers. The chairperson of the City Council of Poznan, Law and Justice councillor Przemyslaw Alexndrowicz, had said: “I don't want Poznan to see manifestations of different sexual orientations, that is homosexuality, paedophilia, necrophilia, or zoophilia”. 
 
2005

102. April 2005: Krakow’s Equality March is cancelled, out of respect for the feelings of Catholics, in the wake of the death of Pope John Paul II.
103. May 2005: Law and Justice deputy chairman Kazimierz Michal Ujazdowski states during an election meeting in Torun: “Let's not mistake the brutal propaganda of homosexual attitudes for calls for tolerance. For them our rule will indeed mean a dark night”. Mr Ujazdowski was shortly afterwards appointed Minister of Culture in the new Polish government.

104. May 2005: Warsaw Mayor Lech Kaczynski announces a ban of the Equality Parade, saying it would interfere with plans to unveil a monument to General Stefan Rowecki, a leader of Poland's anti-Nazi underground army during World War II. According to the news agency PAP, he said: “Organising a gay parade on that day is a joke. I am for tolerance, but am against propagating gay orientation.” 
 He is also reported to have held that such an event would be "sexually obscene" and offensive to other people's religious feelings.
 
105. 3rd June 2005: The official reason for the Warsaw Equality Parade ban is given: that the organisers, the Equality Foundation, failed to present a “traffic organisation scheme”, although no official letter required such a document from the Foundation.

106. Early June 2005: Warsaw Equality Parade organisers seek to circumvent the ban by organising a series of stationary rallies at eight points along the route of the march, so that moving from one rally to another actually forms the Equality Parade. On 9th June the Mayor of Warsaw bans six of the eight rallies, using powers under the Law of Assemblies.
 
107. 11th June 2005: The Equality Parade goes ahead. Approximately 2500 people take part. There are isolated clashes with 300 counter-demonstrators, organised by All Polish Youth.  About 10 people are arrested and three injured, including a policeman. The Deputy Prime Minister Izabela Jaruga-Nowacka and the Deputy Speaker of parliament, Tomasz Nalecz, join the rally in front of the Parliament. Mr Nalecz says: “I am here to express my protest against the Mayor's decision which is a violation of the Polish constitution and of civic rights.” 

108. Mayor Lech Kaczynski later tells Polish radio that he is outraged by what he describes as unequal police treatment of the Parade and the counter-demonstration. He said that the police mainly attacked the latter, even though both events were illegal. 
 A League of Polish Families MEP, Wojciech Wierzejski, is reported to have said: “We say ‘zero tolerance for homosexuals’. They should be separated from the rest of society. Those who are openly gay should be exposed to social intolerance. Those who say that they are gay in their workplace should be fired”.

109. 17th June 2005: The Warsaw Mayor’s banning of the 6 rallies under the Law of Assemblies is overturned by the Voivode of Mazowieckie Voivodship. Similarly, the banning of the original Equality Parade under the Traffic Law is overturned by an appeals court on formal grounds on 22nd August.
 
110. June 18 2005: Warsaw: a week after the Equality March, hundreds of people take part in the “Normality Parade”, demanding tough new laws against homosexuality. The parade, which is authorised by the city authorities, is again organised by All Polish Youth. 

111. June 21 2005: Poland's LGBT organisations issue a joint statement expressing concern at the intensifying witch hunt against homosexual people in Poland.  They point to recent incidents: the shooting and wounding of two activists in front of a gay club in Katowice (one, Marzena Rozlach, a board member of Campaign Against Homophobia, Poland's national LGBT organisation), the beating up of two gay men in Warsaw, an attempt to demolish a gay club, and attacks on LGBT people in a dozen different places. 
“We are named publicly as perverts, pederasts, paedophiles and fags. Politicians, including leaders of political parties and members of the Polish and European Parliament, are doing this with pride.  The justice system does not react when they call for discrimination against homosexuals. …. Deeply concerned at the escalation of hatred towards homosexual people by rightwing parties, we call all people who care about democracy, freedom of outlook and tolerance, to take a stand on those values, and to take action in favour of protecting civil rights.”

112. October 3 2005: the Law and Justice party's candidate for Prime Minister, Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz, tells the Polish edition of Newsweek that: 
“the family is natural and the state must stand guard over the family.  I do not care if someone is a homosexual or not, and even if I found out something like that, I would not judge a person differently than on their actions alone.  But if that person tries to infect others with their homosexuality, then the state must intervene in this violation of freedom”. 

113. November 15, 2005: the Mayor of Poznan, Ryszard Grobelny, bans the Equality march, planned to take place as part of the Days of Equality and Tolerance. The explanation given is security concerns and an alleged "threat to the Poznan residents". However, Izabela Kowalczyk of the Greens 2004, one of the organisers of the March, is quoted as saying that her organisation had earlier been assured by the local police of their readiness to ensure security during the march. In her view the ban was a political decision: “I am sorry that the Mayor of Poznan surrendered to the demands of the politicians from the Law and Justice party, the League of Polish Families, and All Polish Youth.” 

114. November 19, 2005: The Poznan march goes ahead. There is a counter demonstration organised by All Polish Youth. They shout chants such as “Let's gas the fags”, “We'll do to you what Hitler did to the Jews” and throw eggs and horse excrement. Riot police surround the march. Then they move in on the demonstration. Izabela Kowalczyk: “they started dragging people away from the candle sign, harassing and arresting them. People started panicking, because police were brutal and didn't care about whether someone gets hurt. Some people sat on the pavement, some fell; three of us stood on a huge flower-bed and shouted: Enough hate! Enough violence! This is democracy's funeral. Don't turn Poland into Belarus!” 68 people are arrested, mostly demonstrators, together with a few of the All Polish Youth members. Some of the demonstrators are charged with taking part in an illegal gathering, for which the penalty is a month in prison or a fine of Euros 1250.  
115. The Voivodeship administrative court in Poznan subsequently rules that the Mayor’s ban was illegal under Polish and European laws
, a ruling which is later upheld by Poland’s Supreme Administrative Court
. And a Poznan court later refuses to begin criminal proceedings against the demonstrators charged by the police.
 
116. 25 November 2005: An Amnesty International public statement expresses concern "about the climate of intolerance in Poland against the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community, characterised by the banning of public events organised by the LGBT community, openly homophobic language used by some highly placed politicians, and incitement of homophobic hatred by some right wing groupings".

117. 26/27 November 2005: LGBT activists and a wider group of pro-democracy organisations organise a response to the previous weekend's events in Poznan by holding further demonstrations in Krakow, Poznan, Warsaw, Gdansk, Lodz, Torun and Elblag. The march in Torun is banned by the city authorities, but goes ahead nonetheless.  In Gdansk, after the demonstration ends, demonstrators are escorted to the railway station by police.  The streets around the station are blocked by groups of extremists, who start throwing bricks and firecrackers.  The police escort demonstrators onto the platform, where more extremists are waiting. In Elblag extremists start to attack demonstrators as soon as they gather for the demonstration. The police appear not to know what to do, and seem afraid themselves. The demonstrators flee in different directions, chased by the extremists.

118. 16 December 2005: Organisers of the Warsaw Equality Parade start proceedings at the European Court of Human Rights arguing that the banning of the Parade was a violation of the Convention.
 The ECtHR communicates the case to the Polish government in May 2006.

2006

119. 18 January 2006: the Polish Constitutional Court rules that the Article of the Road Traffic Act relied on in banning the 2005 Warsaw Equality March does not conform with the Constitution. In its principal reasons for the ruling, it includes the following: 
“3. It is the obligation of public authorities to guarantee the enjoyment of freedom of assembly, regardless of the political views expressed by the holders of this authority. Freedom of assembly is a constitutional value and not a value defined by the democratically legitimised political majority in power at a certain moment in time.
 4. The moral views of the holders of political power are not synonymous with “public morals” as a premise for limiting freedom of assembly within the meaning of Article 31(3) of the Constitution.”
 
120. 29 April 2006: Krakow’s “March of Tolerance” passes off successfully, with 2000 participants, and the support of the local police and the Mayor of Krakow. An attack by some 200 hooligans and supporters of All Polish Youth (Mlodziez Wszechpolska), throwing stones and eggs, was contained by effective police action. Two marchers were slightly injured.

121. 11 May 2006: Wojciech Wierzejski, deputy chairman of the League of Polish Families and a Member of the European Parliament, tells the newspaper Warsaw Gazeta that the “authorities cannot grant permission for this march [the Warsaw Equality march]! If '"deviants"' begin to demonstrate, they should be hit with batons". He comments on the possible attendance of politicians from western Europe at the march by saying "they are not serious politicians, but just gays and a couple of baton strikes will deter them from coming again. Gays are cowards by definition."
  A complaint to the Warsaw district prosecutor is rejected on the basis that the statement is neither threatening nor an encouragement to crime.
 
122. 10 June 2006: For the first time in three years Warsaw’s Equality march goes ahead without a ban. Some 3000 marchers are protected by 2000 police. A counter-demonstration by approximately 100 people is contained by the police.
123. 16 November 2006: the Mayor of Poznan authorises the Equality March, which takes place the following Saturday 18 November, apparently without incident.

2007
124. 21 April 2007: the Krakow Tolerance March takes place "with very little conflict", although counter-demonstrators, mainly from the All-Polish Youth, are as numerous as the marchers.

125. 3 May 2007: the European Court of Human Rights rules that the ban on the 2005 Warsaw Pride March is a violation of Article 11 of the Convention (freedom of assembly), and of Article 14 (non-discrimination), the latter on the basis of the "strong personal opinions publicly expressed by the Mayor on issues directly relevant for the decisions regarding the exercise of the freedom of assembly".

126. 18 May 2007: The Mayor of Warsaw, Hanna Gronkiewicz Walz, rejects a call by the Youth Movement of the League of Polish Families to ban the imminent Equality Parade.  Speaking on Polish Radio, she says that there are no grounds to ban the parade and underlines that opposing the parade would be counter to the latest ruling of the European Court of Human Rights.
 
127. 19 May 2007: the Warsaw Equality Parade passes off without incident.  With about 5000 participants, it is the largest LGBT parade yet in Poland. The All-Polish Youth organise a small counter-demonstration, but a massive police presence prevents any violence.

128.  17 November 2007: the 4th Poznan Equality March passes off peacefully. Demonstrators, carrying banners and rainbow flags, were protected by 400 police. There were just a few counter-demonstrators, mostly football hooligans.
   

2008 
129. 26 April 2008: the Krakow March for Tolerance passes off without incident, with a substantial police presence.

130. 7 June 2008: the 4th Warsaw Equality Parade passes off without serious incident. There are several thousand participants, with counter-demonstrators from All Polish Youth, and the National Radical Camp. There is verbal abuse, but police prevent violence.

10
Romania

2005
131. May 2005: the Mayor of Bucharest, Adrieau Videanu, refuses to authorise the first gay parade in Romania. However, following protests, President Basescu intervenes and persuades the Mayor to withdraw his ban. The march goes ahead with approximately 500 participants protected by police. It attracts anger from onlookers who shout "shame on you", "get out of Romania" and "homosexuality is a sin".  Riot police detain 10 members of the far right organisation “New Right", who tried to break through the police ranks and surge towards the marchers, waving banners reading "against homosexuality, for normality."

2006
132. 1 June 2006: A right-wing Christian group, New Right, files a legal complaint to ban Bucharest’s pride march, calling it "obscene and anti-social’. Later, the Romanian Orthodox Church condemns the march. "It is an affront to the morality of public institutions, and a danger ... for the formation of young people,'' Ciprian Campineanu, a priest and a church spokesman tells a news conference.

133. 3 June 2006, Bucharest: The Pride march goes ahead. Ten people are injured and dozens detained when militant protesters trying to break up the march clash with riot police. Hundreds of activists march through downtown Bucharest. But the parade is disrupted by more than a thousand protesters, who throw eggs, stones and plastic bottles.
 The first incidents take place about five minutes after the march commenced, when people from the balconies of the blocks on Unirii Boulevard start throwing eggs and stones at the participants. One of the most severe altercations occurs close to Unirea Shopping Center when about 60 people try to break through the police barricade to attack the marchers. After being stopped by the police, they centre their fury on the security forces instead, throwing stones at them, which leads to 50 people being detained. As the marchers continue on to Constitutiei Square, they are met by another wave of protesters. The march comes to an end in the proximity of Izvor Park, where the participants disperse under the surveillance of the police. Once the gay-rights activists have exited the tightly secured perimeter and started heading off to their various homes, violence can no longer be contained. Six participants are attacked and beaten between the Izvor and Piata Unirii subway stations.

2007
134. 9 June 2007: at the end of a week-long LGBT Festival, the Romanian LGBT community holds its third March for Diversity in Bucharest.  Some 400 participants are protected by a convoy of police trucks separating them from counter-demonstrators and by 800 police.  During the 1.5 hour march, neo-Fascist counter-demonstrators attempt to attack the march, but are prevented by the police.  Learning from the previous year's events, police also ensure that subway stations are cleared of neo-Fascists at the end of the march.
 
135. Earlier in the day a counter-march, March for Normality, had been organised by Romania's neo-fascist group Noua Dreapta (The New Right). There were some 300 participants, including several Orthodox priests. The participants carried neo-fascist signs, including the stylised Celtic Cross -- the symbol of the New Right -- and a portrait of Corneliu Zelea Codreanu,  leader of the anti-Semitic, ultranationalist, and fascist Iron Guard Movement (1927 -- 41). They clashed with a group of activists carrying "All Different -- All Equal" posters. 
136. The Romanian Orthodox Church had earlier publicly denounced the LGBT March.
137. In all, some 100 neo-Nazis are arrested. Spokespersons for ACCEPT, the organisers of the March for Diversity, praise the professionalism of the police, while regretting the authorisation of the anti-LGBT march on the same day as the March for Diversity.
2008

138. 24 May 2008: Bucharest's "March for Diversity" passes off without major incident. There are 200 participants. Police detained over 40 people who refuse to show ID cards, and who they suspected might interfere with the march. Two volunteers of the march organisers, ACCEPT, were subject to homophobic attack after the march. As in previous years, there was an authorised anti-gay demonstration, the "March for Normality", which took place earlier in the day. It was organised by the neo-fascist group, the New Right (Noua Dreapta). 200 people participated. In all, 1200 police ensured the security of both marches. Two smaller anti-gay marches were organised during the previous week -- one by the Christian-Orthodox organisation ROST, and one by the Conservative Party, a political party represented in the Romanian parliament. 

139. ACCEPT's Executive Director noted that the LGBT march was reported in the media in a neutral manner, and not accompanied by violence. "Bystanders were rather curious, as opposed to outraged by the march" she said. "Those living in the buildings along the street on which we marched no longer threw eggs, tomatoes or stones at us; some of them even waved at us. This is a small step towards "normality"."

11
Russia

2005

140. 29 July 2005: following an announcement by Russian gay and lesbian activists that they will apply for a permit to hold pride celebrations in Moscow in May 2006, Mayor Yuri Luzhkov announces that the city authorities will never allow a Gay Pride march to take place in Russia's capital.  When the application is filed, it will be rejected outright, "to protect the feelings of Muscovites, who would definitely oppose such an event".

2006

141. 14 February 2006: the Chief Mufti of Russia's Central Spiritual Governance for Muslims, Talgat Tajuddin, predicts massive violence if gays and lesbians attempt to hold a pride parade in Moscow.  "Muslims' protests can be even worse than these notorious rallies abroad over the scandalous cartoons."  "The Parade should not be allowed and if they still come out into the streets, then they should be bashed."
 

142. 15 February 2006: the Rev Mikhail Dudko of the Moscow Patriarchate Department for External Church Relations states: "the Church treats those who practise homosexuality as profoundly pitiful if they do not engage others in the sphere of their influence and urges them to repent and abandon their ruinous behaviour and sin. But if they propagandize homosexuality -- and a gay parade is a propaganda and attempt to romanticise sin to make it attractive -- we are simply obliged to come out strongly against such activity" he added.

143. 16 February 2006: the Russian Chief Rabbi, Berl Lazar, tells Interfax that if the gay pride parade were allowed to go ahead it "would be a blow for morality".  He said that anything promoting what he called "sexual perversions" does not have the right to exist.  "I would like to assure you that the Parade of homosexuals is not less offensive to the feelings of believers that any caricatures in newspapers".

144. 16 February 2006: Moscow mayor's press secretary, Sergey Tsoy, tells Interfax that reports that sexual minorities plan a mass action in Moscow "have evoked outrage in society, in particular, among religious leaders.  The Moscow government is not even going to consider allowing a gay parade.  Moscow mayor Yuri Luzhkov was firm that the city government will not allow a gay parade in any form, open or disguised, and any attempts to organise an unsanctioned action will be resolutely quashed."
 

145. 16 March 2006: in an open letter Patriarch Alexi II of Moscow and All Russia thanks Mayor Luzhkof for his "decision to prevent public propaganda for immorality". "There is another side of this vicious asocial phenomenon. Russia is living through a demographic crisis.  The Church together with the authorities, businessmen and public at large does what it can to help solve the problem.  We are called to bring up younger generation in the spirit of traditional spiritual and moral values through our common efforts.  I am convinced that gays' desire to organise a parade in Moscow will not help strengthen the family as the foundation of a strong state".

146. March 2006:   the Mayor of Moscow gives the following instruction to the Deputy Mayor and leaders of the Moscow boroughs: “Our general attitude to this “event” has already been stated. It’s necessary to take concrete measures to prevent the holding of public and mass gay-events in the capital. Please, work out additional suggestions and plans for our actions according to the existing legislation and legal acts of Moscow government. Organize an active campaign in the mass media and also by means of social ads, using appeals from citizens, religious and public organizations. Report on the measures taken.” On 17 March Mr. Luzhkov receives a response from the deputy mayor, Mrs. L.I. Shevtsova, on ‘measures taken’, which among other things states the following: “Homosexuality and lesbianism have always been considered sexual deviations in our country, and in the past were even prosecuted. At present these actions are not legally prohibited, but the propaganda in favour of them, in particular by means of holding gay festivals and gay parades can be judged as propaganda of immorality, which can be prohibited by legislation in the future”.

147. 29 March 2006: In a letter to Mayor Luzhkov the President of the Council of Europe Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Giovanni di Stasi, calls on him to review his decision to ban the Pride parade. “The universal and unalienable nature of these rights can never be in question”.

148. 16 May 2006: Russian human rights ombudsman Vladimir Lukin comments: “As any minority, they [homosexuals] are entitled to self-expression and enjoy all the rights granted to our citizens by the Constitution.” But their difference from other people "cannot serve as an excuse for a boisterous public demonstration," the ombudsman said. “I can hardly imagine supporters of more conventional principles voicing their priorities in such a manner. It is a matter of tact.”

149. 18 May 2006: N.V. Kulikov, Head of the Moscow government department responsible for the work with the authorities providing security, announces that the application for a pride march is rejected with the following statement: 

"Taking into account many letters that Moscow government received from the representatives and legislative authorities of Russia and regions of Russian Federation, religious confessions, public organizations, Kazaks and individual citizens with the request not to allow the conduct of such a public event, this march can provoke the wave of protest actions which can lead to group breaches of public order and mass disturbances. 

Taking into account the provisions of the International convention on the protection of human rights and fundamental liberties from 4 November 1950, in particular Article 11 (freedom of meetings) according to which the right to freedom of peaceful marches can be limited in the interests of public order, with the aims to prevent disturbances, for the protection of health and morality or protection of the rights and freedoms of other people, I inform you that the application for the march is not agreed on."
 The following day the city authorities state that the application was rejected because “the venue for the procession cannot be closed to traffic”.

150. 26 May 2006: In a letter to the International Day against Homophobia conference in Moscow (part of the Pride celebrations), Terry Davis, Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, "adds his voice to those condemning homophobia".

151. 26 May 2006: A Moscow City Court upholds the ban on the Pride march.

152. 26 May 2006: Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov states that on no account will he permit a gay parade in the capital. 'We will not even consider this matter. We will not give our consent. At least as long as I am mayor, we will not permit such parades', Luzhkov said speaking in a live broadcast on Russkoye Radio. The mayor stresses that all leading religious organizations have spoken against the gay parade.’ Our Church, Mosque and Synagogue, that is to say, all the three major confessions in Moscow have spoken strongly against such parades'. The mayor explains that in making the decision to ban the march of sexual minorities, he was motivated by moral norms. 'Morality works here. If one has any deviations from normal principles in organizing one's sexual life, these deviations should not be exhibited for all to see and those who may turn out unsteady should not be invited'.

153. 27 May 2006: With the Pride march banned, several dozen Russian lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, accompanied by foreign supporters, seek to hold two successive protest rallies, one at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier near the Kremlin Wall, to lay flowers, and the second a vigil at City Hall in support of freedoms of assembly and expression. At the sites of both events hundreds of anti-gay protesters, including skinheads, nationalists, and Orthodox followers, attack the participants, beating and kicking many, while throwing projectiles and chanting, “Russia free of faggots! Death to sodomites!” A man punches Volker Beck, a gay member of the German parliament, and strikes him with a rock, injuring his eye. Police briefly detained Beck. Others detained included Pride organizers Nikolai Alexeyev and Yevgenia Debrianskaia. At both sites police at first seem to allow the skinheads and others free rein to assault lesbians and gays. When they finally intervene, they force the two groups closer together, aggravating the violence. They fail totally to protect people peacefully trying to exercise their rights.
  1000 policemen are reported to have been on duty. Pride participants numbered 30 – 40, and the counter-demonstrators 200 – 300. Amongst those injured are two ILGA-Europe board members.
 

154. May 30 2006: Mayor Luzhkov comments: “These gays wanted to lay flowers at the grave of the unknown warrior. This is a provocation. It is desecration of a sacred place". He rejects the gays' argument that the eternal flame is a monument to all those oppressed by fascism. "These gays go there, and openly go up to the monument. It is a contamination. People burst through and of course they beat them up."

155. July 19 2006: a group of activists demonstrate against the execution of gay people in Iran outside the Iranian embassy in Moscow. Several extremists attempted to attack the demonstrators.

156. September 3, 2006: The Tverskaya District prosecution department of Moscow conclude that the man who assaulted German parliamentarian Volker Beck during the gay pride protest rally does not merit prosecution: his actions do not qualify as being motivated by hatred towards a particular social group, which is banned by Article 282 of the Russian Criminal code; and the “minor bodily harm” which Beck suffered can only be prosecuted on the basis of personal complaint by the victim.  The magazine "Russian Newsweek" had earlier published an interview with Beck's attacker, A. Napylov, in which he admitted hitting the German Member of Parliament, and said he did not regret his action.

157. September 19 2006: The Moscow City Court rejects an appeal against the ban on the 2006 Pride event. Pride organisers announce their intention to take their case to the European Court of Human Rights.
 Subsequently they announce that they will appeal the ban to the Moscow City Court’s praesidium, even though this “is not an obligatory judicial institution for the procession’s organisers on their way to the European Court of Human Rights”. They continue preparing their complaint to the European Court
. 

2007

158. January 16 2007: the Moscow City Court rejects a request for a "special procedure review" by the Presidium of the Court.  Judge Klueva of the Court rules that none of the previous court decisions in the case raised doubts concerning their lawfulness and they cannot be set aside through a special procedure.  The Court confirms that the state authorities are allowed to ban public events for security reasons.  Pride organisers announce that they will appeal the decision to the head of the Moscow City Court, and if that is unsuccessful, to the Russian Supreme Court.
 In April 2007 the head of the Moscow City Court, Olga Egorova, dismisses the appeal.

159. January 29, 2007: at the 15th Christmas educational readings in the Kremlin Palace, Mayor Luzhkov states his opposition to future pride parades: "last year, Moscow came under unprecedented pressure to sanction the gay parade, which can be described in no other way than as Satanic.  We did not let the parade take place then, and are not going to allow it in the future". He thanked the head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexy II, who was present, for his support at a time when, he said, the West was exerting considerable pressure on Moscow authorities and trying to promote gay relationships.  "Religious thinkers throughout the world have said that the West has reached a crisis of faith.  Some European nations bless single-sex marriages and introduce sexual guides in schools. Such things are a deadly moral poison for children".

160. 1 February 2007: speaking at his annual Kremlin press conference, in response to a question as to whether he agreed with the view of the Moscow Mayor that gay parades were "Satanic", President Putin responds "I respect -- and will respect -- freedom of people in all their manifestations".  But, he concludes that "one of the main problems of the country is demographic".

161. 5 February 2007: the deputy chairman of the State Duma Committee for Public Associations and Religious Organisations, Alexander Chuyev, comments "I think the Moscow Government was totally right to ban the event." Speaking on the TV show "Evening with Vladimir Sollvyov", he adds that propaganda for homosexuality "is really destructive", as it leads to "destruction of families, atomisation of society and breaking of normal and natural gender relations".  Commenting on the pride organisers’ appeal to the European Court of Human Rights, he adds "they will make money, they will have fame, and they will get funds for themselves and for further gay propaganda.  This is one of their goals I think.  But there will be much harm for all including gays because in reality there is no persecution, no accent on sexual orientation at all".

162. 14 February 2007: Georgy Muradov, head of Moscow's international relations department, repeats that the city will not allow a gay rights parade, and, responding to criticism by the Swedish ambassador, comments "as you know, the sale of alcohol is restricted in many Scandinavian countries.  Why not pose the question of removing the limits on alcohol in these countries, of holding a "parade of alcoholics” in Sweden?  They would answer: no, it's bad for one's health, it affects society's morals".

163. 28 February 2007: at a press conference in London, Mayor Luzhkov restates that he will not "allow a gay parade". "What we say is that we are against propagating, we are against promoting.  Like any other society, we want to protect ourselves from promotion of alcohol and tobacco. When we promote smoking, it's bad, it's wrong.  Through the gay parade you promote some uncertain people and it becomes an invitation to acquire this quality of the sexual minorities.  [It is saying that] this is okay, that's normal, this is useful.  Our view is that it is wrong and unusual."

164. 15 March 2007: Metropolitan Kirill, chairman of the Moscow Patriarchate Department of External Church Relations, tells the Vesti-24 TV channel: "you can sin if you want to, but you will answer to God.  However, if you are trying to propagate your sin by seducing and degrading people, society must oppose it".

165. 19 March 2007: Vsevolod Chaplin, deputy head of the Moscow Patriarch's Department for External Relations, reacting to reports that the gay community in Moscow is planning to set up the organising committee for a gay pride parade, comments that the gay minority in Russia is free to live as they like, but that their influence on society, especially children, is a matter that demands the interference of society and the authorities.  "Society has rejected homosexual propaganda, which triggers resentment and protest."

166. April 2007: In a pre-Easter address to the media, Patriarch Alexi II announces an invitation to address the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Emphasising his opposition to gay pride parades, he said he would speak “about Christian values … and the promulgation of sin … there are other abnormalities, including kleptomania, but no one is promoting them.  Why is this abnormality advertised so broadly?"

167. 4 April 2007: following the dismissal of their appeal to the head of the Moscow City Court, pride organisers lodge an extraordinary appeal with Russia's Supreme Court against the court decisions which have upheld the ban on the 2006 Moscow pride march.

168. 6 April 2007: in an interview with the daily Moskovsky Comsomolets, the Moscow mayor's press-secretary, Sergey Tsoy, comments "though I am a Christian, I appreciate Mufti Tajuddin probably more than Elton John since Tajuddin represents the interests and hopes of a million Moscow Muslims, my fellow city men". The Mufti had said in 2006 that gay pride participants "should be flogged". Tsoy said that the city government put no obstacles for sexual minorities in "meeting their needs whatever they are".  In particular there are a number of gay clubs in Moscow. But sexual minorities create problems for themselves and provoke conflict when "their most aggressive members try to impose their convictions on millions of Moscow citizens who deny their lifestyle. They play with fire.  That is their aggressive nature" he said, commenting on the gay pride organisers plan to hold their parade even without a legal permission.  "If they disregard the law, they will assume overall responsibility for all possible consequences -- and it is dreadful to predict what they may be".

169. 20 April 2007: Moscow’s Tverskoi District Court rejects a lawsuit by two Moscow pride organisers against Mayor Luzhkov for branding gay pride parades "satanic".  They sought retraction of his remark and payment of a symbolic 1000 roubles each for moral damage.
 

170. 14 May 2007: official notification of the proposed march scheduled for Sunday, May 27 is delivered to Moscow Mayor Luzhkov.  President Putin is also asked to permit a small scale event in the Alexandrovksy Garden next to the Kremlin walls.
 

171. 15 May 2007: Pravda reports that the Moscow government has officially rejected the gay pride parade, in a meeting between city officials and the organisers.
  However the organisers say no such meeting took place.

172. 16 May 2007: Kommersant newspaper reports that representatives of Orthodox Christian organisations have said that they would "spill gay blood" if the Pride parade was permitted.

173. 17 May 2007: Metropolitan Vladimir of St Petersburg appeals to the Governor of St Petersburg to prevent the holding of a gay parade in the city.  "On behalf of the faithful in the St Petersburg diocese, I ask you, Esteemed Valentina Ivanovna, to prevent the holding of this march, considering the acute need for consolidation of Russian citizens, strengthening the family and safeguarding children and youth against the propaganda of sin.”
 On the same day a spokesman for the City's law and order committee announces "the holding of a gay parade was not permitted, because the announced place and time clash with City Day events".

174. 23 May 2007: the Moscow Patriarchate Department of External Church Relations issues a statement urging society to oppose "the forces that try to make us live without any notice of right or wrong… the Russian Orthodox Church considers unacceptable the sexual minorities parade, which infringes on our multi-ethnic nation's moral norms, on public order, and in the long run -- on people's future …. if people refuse to procreate, the nation degrades.  So the gay propaganda ultimately aims at ruining our nation ….. it would be strange if a sovereign nation, acting through its lawfully elected or appointed representatives, created legal prerequisites for self-destruction …. every believer has compassion on those who are afflicted with this sin.  But putting up with its promotion means sharing in calling upon our people the same damnation that Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed with".

175. 25 May 2007: Moscow Pride is inaugurated with a human rights conference in the Moscow Swissotel, with participants from a number of countries, and members of parliament from Germany, Italy, and the European parliament.
    

176. 26 May 2007:  nationalists organise two large protests against Moscow Pride. At one Russian National Socialist leader Dmitry Rumiantsev tells the audience "I hear tomorrow there will be some sort of parade.  Happy hunting, wolves!"

177. 27 May 2007: the Moscow pride demonstration takes place in the form of the presentation at City Hall of a petition signed by 49 European parliamentarians requesting Mayor Luzkhov to permit demonstrations in support of gay rights. The group is led by Nikolai Alexeyev, and is accompanied by a number of European parliamentarians.  Some 30 other participants gather across the street.  

178. As the Pride leaders approach City Hall, they are surrounded by a group of homophobic nationalists.  Nikolai Alexeyev, Nikolay Khramov of the Russian Radicals, and Sergey Konstantinov of the Free Radicals are arrested, along with two Russian transgender activists.  Nationalists attack other participants.  British gay activist Peter Tatchell is hit in the eye.  Police seize German parliamentarian Volker Beck and his partner, and MEP Marco Cappatto, together with a European Parliament staff member.  Police are abusive.

179. Across the street, OMON riot police push peaceful and violent demonstrators towards one another. Alexey Kiseliev, a co-organiser of Moscow Pride, is knocked to the ground and kicked. Another person is attacked. Police present do not react to this violence, despite urgent appeals to help. Indeed, OMON police appear to be colluding with the violent nationalist demonstrators, and arrest 13 Pride participants (11 women and 2 men). These include Alexei Kiseliev, who despite his injuries, and requests for medical attention, is held in a police vehicle for several hours. It is almost four hours before police call an ambulance. 

180. Other groups of LGBT supporters continue to face harassment by extremists, including being pelted with eggs.  A priest punches one in the face.  Police again fail to take action.

181. In all, 30 Russians are reported arrested, of whom 18 are "gay rights activists". All but three of the latter are released that evening, charged with participating in an unsanctioned demonstration. Three Pride co-organisers, Nikolay Alexeyev, Nikolay Khramov, and Sergey Konstantinov are held overnight and charged with disobeying the orders of the police, as well as with walking on the street (as opposed to the sidewalk). MEP Marco Cappatto and MP Volker Beck testify in a preliminary hearing in the first case heard, that of Khramov. 

182. Later, following trials on June 8 and June 9, Nikolay Khramov and Nikolay Alexeyev are convicted and fined 1000 roubles.  The judge refuses to admit as evidence photographs submitted in the men's defence; she reportedly calls the earlier testimony of the European parliamentarians "frivolous".

183. Mayor Luzhkov's representative Solomentsev subsequently used the violence to justify banning all demonstrations for LGBT people's human rights: "we have to note here the accurate, coordinated and respectful work by the police, who acted strictly within the law. Attempted attacks against gay rights activists prove yet again the just position of the Moscow government, which does not allow holding such manifestations, so that they do not end with serious conflicts between antagonists".

184. 22 June 2007: Russia's Supreme Court rules that the ban on the 2006 gay pride parade was justified because "there was no opportunity to secure safety for the parade participants and to prevent mass disorders".

185. 27 June 2007: a demonstration by about 25 activists in front of the European Commission office in Moscow is broken up by the police, with three activists arrested.  The demonstrators were demanding that an EU visa ban be placed on Mr Luzhkov, the Mayor of Moscow. According to the organisers, the demonstration had originally been authorised, because the Moscow authorities did not realise it was a demonstration by LGBT people.  Once this was announced in the media, the city authorities advised the organisers that the demonstration could not be held because of construction work in front of the European Commission office.  The work started the day before the demonstration, and consisted of two holes dug into the ground in a large enclosed area.
 On 16 June 2008 the organisers of the demonstration launch a case against the ban at the European Court of Human Rights, their appeals at the District Court and City Court having been rejected on 14 November 2007 and 14 February 2008 respectively.

186. 19 July 2007: two dozen activists demonstrate in front of the Iranian embassy in Moscow against the execution of, and discrimination against, gay people in Iran. The demonstration passes off without trouble, with a group of nationalists and religious believers arriving at the end, but being prevented from approaching the demonstrators by the police. The rally was authorised by the Moscow authorities, but no reference was made in the application to the "gay" aspect of the demonstration 

187. 6 September 2007: a series of letters, leaked to the Russian daily newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets, reveal that the Moscow Mayor, Yuri Luzhkov, rejected a request from the Russian government to reach a compromise over Moscow Gay Pride. This followed a request by the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, Terry Davis, to the Russian Foreign Minister suggesting a "reasonable compromise". Replying to the Foreign Minister, the deputy mayor wrote: "we deal with well thought and planned provocation …. we have concrete evidence that gay provocateurs intentionally warm up passions around sexual minorities, assisting the growth of homophobia in society. We are dealing with the explicit attempt by the West to pull us into a new dimension on the discussion on human rights using the topic of sexual minorities".

188. 12 September 2007: Deputy Prefect Galina Boryatinskaya prohibits a public protest against the ban by the Russian authorities on the donation of blood by gay people, citing the exemptions in Article 11 of the European Convention. Six individuals defy the prohibition, and are subsequently prosecuted and fined under Article 20.2 of the Code on Administrative Offences for staging an unauthorised public event outside the Ministry of Health and Social Development in Moscow on September 14.

189. 11 October 2007: Moscow City Court dismisses the appeal of Moscow Gay Pride organisers Nikolai Alekseev and Nikolai Baev against the decision of Tverskoi district court rejecting their libel claim against Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov for his statement that gay parades are “satanic gatherings”. The Moscow City Court supported the finding of the Tverskoi judge that the Mayor had not mentioned their names in his statement, and had not "characterised" their actions.

190. 6 December 2007: the Moscow City Court confirms the September 4 ruling of the District Court regarding the lawfulness of the ban on the 2007 Pride March. It had earlier, on 8 November, confirmed the District Court's ruling of the 24th August on the lawfulness of the ban on the two pickets which were proposed as alternatives to the original march. These rulings clear the way for the case to go to the European Court of Human Rights -- with the case launched on 14 February 2008.

2008

191. 21 April 2008: the Interreligious Council of Russia writes to the Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner expressing opposition to LGBT rights. 

"We would like to draw your attention to the fact that an overwhelming majority in Russian society do not believe homosexuality to be a norm in sexual relations. The unity in this matter is based on deeply-rooted moral perceptions of the traditional religions in Russia: Orthodoxy, Islam, Judaism and Buddhism. The faithful of these religions have been educated from times immemorial for the respect of traditional family, which is the union of man and woman.  We believe this attitude to marriage to be the only right one, while its distortions expressed among other things in homosexuality to be a sin damaging human dignity. 

Our fellow-citizens are free to build in their own country a legal system that would not contradict their conscience. With all responsibility we state that the beliefs of most Russians exclude a public propaganda of such things as homosexuality, the legal recognition of the same-sex families in any form, the possibility for people of non-traditional orientation to adopt children and artificial promotion of a positive attitude in society including children towards sexual deviations through the education system and the mass media. Any coercion of our society's conscience in this matter is inadmissible and lawless. 

The commitments of the Russian Federation under the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms give our government the opportunity to reserve for itself the right to limit human rights for the protection of morals (Articles 8, 9, 10, 11). This Convention, just as other international agreements signed by the Russian Federation, does not and cannot determine the moral conceptions of our society. This is beyond the force of international law. We reject therefore the lawless attempt to export to Russia any amoral behaviour standards wrapped in legal form." 

192. 23 April 2008: for the third year running Moscow city authorities ban the proposed Pride March. Reacting to pride organiser Nikolai Alexeyev's statement that he planned events throughout May to highlight the repression of sexual minorities in Russia, the Mayor's spokesman, Sergei Tsoi commented: "The council will act decisively and uncompromisingly to prevent attempts to hold such events because society is overwhelmingly opposed to the gay lifestyle and philosophy". He said the council was taking into account threats of violence made by radical Orthodox and other anti-gay groups.

193. 25 April 2008: Moscow pride organiser Alexeyev announces plans to hold five marches a day throughout May.

194. 28 April 2008: The authorities ban the first 10 marches. In his letter the deputy head of Moscow security, Mr. Oleynik says that “the aims of the events mentioned in the notifications provoke negative reaction of the society and conduct of these public events can lead to group violations of public order which creates danger for the security of the participants”. Applications for five marches a day on the remaining days of May are also in due course rejected.

195. 3 May 2008: 20 St Petersburg activists defy a ban on their plans to hold "A Day of Silence" to highlight discrimination against LGBT people. Initially permitted by the authorities, on 30 April they change their minds and ban the event. Activists go ahead on the basis that they are carrying out individual pickets, which do not require authorisation. There are no arrests, although two activists are attacked by extremists.
 Day of Silence events also take place in Novokuznetsk and Yaroslavl in the form of a "flash mob." The Novokuznetsk event has 20 participants, who distribute flyers explaining why the issue of silencing is relevant and what consequences it has. The "flash mob" participants were attacked by a group of skinheads, and one young man is injured.



196. 15 May 2008: the Moscow authorities ban a picket in front of the General Prosecution Office. The picket is intended to publicise a demand for the Mayor of Moscow to be prosecuted on the basis of Article 149 of the Russian Criminal Code for his systematic denial of the right to freedom of assembly to LGBT people.
 

197. 1 June 2008: unable to hold an authorised Gay Pride event, some 30 activists gather at the Monument to the Russian composer Peter Tchaikovsky, and then, following a short march, display a large banner from a flat on Tverskaya Street, opposite the office of the Mayor of Moscow, which reads: “Rights to Gays and Lesbians. Homophobic of Moscow Mayor should be prosecuted”.
 Four activists in the flat are arrested.

198. 18 June 2008: theTverskoi District Court rules that the ban on the 1 May pride event was legal. This deals with the first of the 155 applications submitted at the start of May.

199. 14 July 2008: The Prefecture of the Central Administrative Area of Moscow denies permission to the Moscow Pride organisers to hold a picket in front of the Iranian embassy in protest at the execution of homosexuals and minors, on the basis that they are unable to provide security. 

12
Serbia

200. 30 June 2001: Just as Serbia's first Gay Pride Celebration is about to start in the Republic Square in Belgrade, a crowd of around 1000 counter-demonstrators appears.  They are waving national and Radical Party flags, and carrying placards bearing homophobic slogans, some inciting violence.  Organisations alleged to be present at the counter-demonstration included the Parent's Forum, members of the Obraz movement, representatives of the Serbian Orthodox Church, football supporters and skinheads thought to be members of the Blood and Honour group.  Members of the counter-demonstration run forward shouting homophobic slogans, and attack some of the participants in the pride demonstration.  They and other members of the public, and police are attacked with fists, bottles, eggs, stones and clubs. Only when a group of around 100 men run towards the march near the army centre building do the police attempt to block them by firing into the air. A meeting and press conference, planned by the organisers of the Gay Pride Celebration, fails to take place after the building in which they are to be held comes under attack, and several gay men and lesbians attempting to reach the meeting are assaulted and threatened.  A total of 40 civilians and eight police officers are reportedly injured.
201. Amnesty International expressed concern that:
· the police initially stood by while the assault took place, and that the police only responded at all when they themselves came under attack.

· that the police were heard to question why they should protect participants on the march from attack.

· that Belgrade's chief of police, and the Serbian Prime Minister both made remarks to the effect that Serbia was not ready to tolerate homosexuality.

202. October 2004: Amnesty International report that none of the alleged organisers of the attacks, who had posted threats about the march on their website, were brought to justice.

203. No Pride event has been held in Serbia since 2001. Plans for a march on 17 July 2004 were eventually abandoned due to concerns for the safety of the participants.

13
Turkey

204. Turkey's first attempt to hold pride events took place in Istanbul between July 2-6 1993. It was banned at the last minute by the governor of Istanbul on July 2, apparently on the grounds that it would be contrary to Turkey’s "tradition and moral values" and that it might disturb the peace. The next day, Turkish authorities arrested 28 foreign delegates. They were detained for over 5 hours, threatened with possible strip searches and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) tests, and deported on a Turkish airline to Germany. The organizers had previously received approval of the event from the Interior Ministry.
 On that occasion, for the first time in Turkey's history, about 50 gays and lesbians marched in a public demonstration down Istiklal street in Istanbul, and issued a press statement at the end of the parade.

205. Since 1993, members of Lambda Istanbul, Istanbul's main LGBT organisation, have marched outside every year, with an increasing number of participants.

206. 6th August 2006: Police in Bursa prevent an (authorised) demonstration against initiatives by the governors of Bursa and Istanbul to ban LGBT organisations in those cities and the seizure of the latest edition of the gay magazine Kaos by authorities in Ankara. Some 100 demonstrators are trapped before the start of the march inside a community centre by a hostile crowd of football fans, one of whose leaders calls upon the authorities to prevent the march "if they do not want them [the demonstrators] to be lynched". The police “cancel” the march, while making no attempt to disperse the crowd. They order the demonstrators to remain in the building until the counter-demonstrators have dispersed and say they will arrest any persons who attempt to demonstrate.
 

2008
207. 17 May 2008: The first anti-homophobia march in Ankara on the International Day against Homophobia (May 17th) is a great success. 200 people march peacefully with rainbow flags, sang, applauded and shouted. The crowd marched first from the human rights monument almost to the parliament. Near the parliament buildings they were asked to put down the flags and walk silently in small groups to a side street next to the parliament house. At the parliament they could raise the flags again, a speech was delivered by the organizers and for a short time people were again singing and shouting. There was a lot of media interest. The presence of MEP Michael Cashman and other international human rights defenders was assumed by the organizers to be one reason to the police’s and authorities’ tolerance of the event.

14
 Ukraine

2003

208. The first open participation by members of the LGBT community in a public event in Ukraine took place in 2003, during the second UN sponsored "Race for Life", an HIV/AIDS prevention related event. The IEC "Women's Network" and Nash Mir took part, with a view to attracting public attention to the problems of HIV positive LGBT people. 

209. Following objections by religious organisations, the Kiev authorities forbade the IEC Women's Network from taking a 9 metre rainbow flag on the Race, but allowed them to take an AIDS Memorial Quilt instead. The authorities' letter said "usage of big rainbow flag and informational materials with gay symbols can create unpredictable situations and thus can violate the rights of other citizens. This is why we ask you to refrain from your declared actions". 

210. During the event religious organisations organised a separate demonstration against the involvement of LGBT people. Then skinheads destroyed the Nash Mir stand, and violently attacked its secretary general. Hostile onlookers shouted abuse. Around 30 men in black shirts confronted a group of approximately 40 LGBT people carrying the Memorial Quilt, and, unhindered by police or organisers, tried to prevent them participating in the Race, forcing the concealment of the Quilt and other symbols. They failed to stop their participation, but continued to threaten the LGBT participants, who, in the absence of police protection, and in order to avoid possible violence, eventually removed identifying symbols, and dispersed.
 

2005
211. The difficulties encountered with the 2003 "Race for Life" have had a significant deterrent effect on further attempts to exercise the right to freedom of assembly. However, in May 2005, on the occasion of the first International Day against Homophobia in Kiev, LGBT organisations, led by Nash Mir, decided to picket  the Interregional Academy of Personnel Management following its expulsion of a student on account of his sexual orientation. The City Council prohibited their picket, on the grounds that another organisation was going to have a public event at the same place and time. However they ignored the prohibition and the picket passed off without significant incident.  

2008
212. In May 2008 the Nikolaev Association for Gays, Lesbians and Bisexuals – “LiGA” tried to organise an "informational action" aimed at overcoming prejudice and stereotypes. It included placing posters on advertising boards in the city, conducting 3 brief street actions, and showing a documentary in the organisation's offices. The limited nature of the activity meant that no local authority approval was required.

213. Despite this, on May 16th the organisers were handed a notification prohibiting the activities. A statement from the local authorities said "there was an appeal from leaders of several religious denominations …. representatives of Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Evangelical Christian, Seventh Day Adventist, Eparchy of Christianity, Baptist, Union of Independent Orthodox churches … that represent almost 10,000 parishioners demanding that the local authorities forbid the carrying out of the action by representatives of sexual minorities". The prohibition on the actions was justified as follows: "Conduct of this action creates danger to civil order, disturbance of the public peace, and of incitement to mass riots and conflicts".
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� The profound hostility in some countries was exemplified when an event promoting tolerance and cultural dialogue in Georgia (within the framework of the Council of Europe All Different All Equal campaign), was cancelled because of fears for the safety of participants when rumours spread that it was a gay parade – “'Gay' rally in Georgia cancelled” – BBC News – 24 July 2007
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� Balkan Insight -- 23 June 2008 -- "Bulgarian Week of Intolerance Targets Gays"
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� AFP -- 5 July 2008 -- "10 hurt, 45 detained as gay pride march in Hungary turns ugly"
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� AP - July 20, 2005 -- "Latvia's first gay parade cancelled after prime minister deems it "unacceptable"
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� Amnesty International – EUR 52/001/2n


005 - July 25, 2005 "Latvia: leading politicians make remarks which may have incited to verbal and physical attacks"


� Letter from Latvian Prime Minister to Nigel Warner


� Sexual bragging has reached its apogee - AFP, August 15, 2005


� news release at � HYPERLINK "http://www.delfi.lv" ��www.delfi.lv�, 


� Press release by Mozaîka dated 17/7/2006 


� AI Index: EUR 52/002/2006  20 July 2006


� Human Rights Watch – 22 July 2006


� Human Rights Watch – 22 July 2006


� Human Rights Watch – 26 July 2006


� Laris Grava: personal story on Riga Pride – 24 July 2006


� AI Index:        EUR 52/003/2006    (Public) News Service No: 193  24 July 2006
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� Latvia: police investigate gay pride attacker - Baltic Times News Service – 2 April 2007


� Last summer’s District Court ruling illegal – Mozaika gratified! - press release by Mosaika dated 12 April 2007
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