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in Europe




Brussels, 1 September 2006

Minister Janez.Drobnic

Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs

Republic of Slovenia
Subject: Rejection of funding application of DIC-LEGEBITRA

Dear Minister Drobnic, 
I am writing on behalf of ILGA-Europe, the European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay Association, to request information regarding the rejection of a funding application for a youth counseling centre submitted by Društvo informacijski center LEGEBITRA.

According to the information we have received, the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs provided the following explanation for rejecting this funding application: “The submitted program of DIC LEGEBITRA is rejected as organization ŠKUC already received considerable means from European EQUAL programme to run projects dealing with the discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.”  
We are concerned that the evaluation of the project proposal submitted by LEGEBITRA did not receive fair and objective consideration based on established criteria which apply to all tender applicants.  Moreover, we are concerned by information that the allocation of European Union funds to some organisations is used as a justification to refuse funding to other non-governmental organisations that work on similar issues in a given country.
ILGA-Europe therefore requests detailed information from your Ministry regarding the criteria of evaluation of the project proposal submitted by LEGEBITRA, and further justification of the reasons for refusal of this project.

We would also like to remind your Government of the importance for national governments to support pluralism in civil society in all areas, including the combat against discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation.
We look forward to receiving your reply promptly.

Yours Sincerely,

Patricia Prendiville

Executive Director, ILGA-Europe
CC: European Commission
