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United Nations - Universal Periodic Review — UPR

The UPR is a mechanism of the UN Human Rights Council. It is intended to be a
cooperative mechanism, designed to assess states in fulfilling their international
commitments and improving their human rights situation. The human rights
records of all UN Member States are regularly reviewed on a four-year cycle,
with no less than 48 States reviewed per year, in 3 annual sessions.

The review is conducted by Member States, and it is an opportunity to raise
awareness and get governments to commit to concrete recommendations. NGOs
have a number of opportunities to be involved throughout the UPR process.
NGOs can submit information concerning countries under review. Their
submissions are summarised by the Office of the UN High Commissioner on
Human Rights in reports that are considered in the review process. Later in the
process, NGOs can also make public interventions at the Human Rights Council
prior to the adoption of a country report.

The second UPR cycle will begin with the 13" UPR session in May 2012. For
that purpose, NGOs of the relevant countries are invited to submit their
contributions as early as November 2011.
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