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HATE & VIOLENCE:

to protect LGBT people in Turkey, especially transgender people, from future acts of violence, the groups said.

In the letter, the organizations recommended:

� Enacting anti-discrimination legislation that includes sexual orientation and gender identity as a legal

protection; 

� Disaggregate statistics on violence figures that show violence against LGBT people; and 

� Instituting consistent communication between the police and LGBT rights groups. 

“All citizens of Turkey, including transgender citizens, are entitled to live without fear of murder or persecution,”

said Hossein Alizadeh, coordinator of IGLHRC’s Middle East and North Africa program. “The homophobic killings

need to stop, and for this we need the Turkish government to take concrete action to protect transgender

people.”

European bodies have called on Turkey, a member of the Council of Europe, and on other states to protect LGBT

people from violence. The European Union, to which Turkey is seeking admission, adopted a progress report this

month, reminding the Turkish government of the need to safeguard all minorities, including LGBT people.

Similarly, in 2009, the commissioner for human rights in the Council of Europe, Thomas Hammarberg, urged all

member States to enact legislation that would protect transgender people from attacks and violence.

“The Turkish government should stop ignoring demands by Pembe Hayat and other LGBT’s in Turkey to take

measures to stop ongoing transgender killings,” said Kemal Ördek, member of Pink Life. “The Constitution and

the Penal Code need to guarantee equality and non-discrimination. The Government in turn needs to stop hate

murders against transgender people and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity.”

Human rights groups like Pembe Hayat have documented a long history of police abuse in Turkey, as well as

violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity by state and private actors. In 2008, Human Rights

Watch issued reports on violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, and on police violence,

including harassment and abuse against transgender people in Istanbul.

ILGA-Europe will visit Turkey in April to assess Turkey’s compliance with its European and international human

rights obligations toward LGBT people and to document the violence, discrimination, and other obstacles they

face in Turkey. The organization has asked the authorities to discuss proposed measures to address the human

rights concerns of the Turkish LGBT population.

“Turkey is witnessing ongoing violence and hate against LGBT people,” said Silvan Agius, ILGA-Europe’s senior

policy officer responsible for transgender equality. “The Turkish government’s response needs to address the

problems at their roots by tackling the severe stigma against LGBT people, social exclusion and poverty on the

one hand, and the culture of gender stereotypes that is driving the violence and hate on the other.”
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ASYLUM:

Asylum for LGBT people in the EU:
ILGA-Europe launches a mailing
list to increase the dialogue
between member organisations
by Joël Le Déroff, ILGA-Europe’s Policy & Programmes Officer 

ILGA-Europe has recently launched a mailing list dedicated to asylum issues: asylum@ilga-europe.org. Its first

members are the attendees of the workshops organised on asylum at our last conferences.

We are looking forward to welcoming representatives of all ILGA-Europe’s members working with LGBT

asylum seekers and refugees.

The mailing list has two main purposes.

1. ILGA-Europe wants to disseminate all relevant information on the EU asylum legislation, which provides a

common ground for all national legislations on asylum. National provisions can be more generous than the

European law, but the latter provides minimum standards of protection for asylum seekers, and minimum

obligations for the Member States.

In a lot of EU Member States, even this minimum level of protection is not correctly granted to asylum

seekers. It is essential for European NGOs to be able to communicate with the institutions on the ground of

existing evidence of violations.

In addition, all the relevant EU legislation is currently being recast. This process should lead to a reinforcement

of the “Common European Asylum System”. It is crucial for our members to be informed at each step of this

process, both for advocacy purposes and to better understand European law.

2. The mailing list will also be an important tool to exchange information on individual cases. ILGA-Europe

does not have resources to deal with all emergencies, for which the most efficient mobilisation strategies are

usually those decided at national level. However, we need to develop a common knowledge on the way the

European legislation is implemented.

We also want to facilitate the dialogue between LGBT organisations to help our members to better articulate their

arguments when preparing claims for asylum or mobilising against threats of deportation. These exchanges will also

be helpful to frame our political positions as regards the different existing directives and regulations.

To join asylum@ilga-europe.org, please write to joel@ilga-europe.org
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FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY &
ASSOCIATION:

Wind of Hope Blowing over
Petersburg – Ombudsman ready to
give permission to Pride event 
by Richard Köhler, ILGA-Europe’s Programmes & Policy Officer 

The newly appointed Ombudsman St. Petersburg, Mr. Aleksey Kozyrev, stated that he would not object to a

Pride event. Contrasting the harsh denial opposition LGBT rights activists are facing across Russia, Kozyrev

pointed out that a Pride event would not be different from any other public gathering. He said that according

to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and

association.

“I hope the statement by the ombudsman attests to the beginning of changes in the city politics regarding

recognition of rights of citizens regardless of their sexual orientation and gender identity”, says Igor

Kochetkov (Petrov), director of the LGBT organisation Coming-Out.

A numerous and visible participation of LGBT activists at last year’s ‘March Against Hate’ proved once more

that LGBT activism has found its place in Petersburg’s civil society. Coming-Out had initiated several on-the-

spot-demonstrations, so called flash-mobs, with up to 250 participants demonstrating for LGBT rights.

Valentina Matwiyenko, Mayor of St. Petersburg, never explicitly banned Pride event, but all attempts to

register a public gathering on LGBT Human Rights were refused by the city’s administration. Luzhkov once

against disqualified himself as major of the Russian capitol vowing to ban all Pride events: "It's no time to

mess around with talk of human rights. Rather we should crack down with all the power and justice of the

law."1 Russia signed the European Convention on Human Rights in 1998. 

The Business Online Portal www.72.ru (775.000 visitors per month) of Tjumen in Western Siberia rated the

local LGBT organisation Rainbow House as the “event of the year 2009”. Rainbow House’s written request asking

Governor Jakushev to finally appoint an Ombudsperson was rated by the 72.ru.-journalists as the most

significant event for public news in 2009.

Rainbow House was refused registration in 2007 as a threat to Russia’s territorial integrity. Its leader was under

extremism-investigations. The appeal against is still pending with the European Court of Human Rights.

1 http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-45672920100125 
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NOTICE BOARD:

Advance Course on the
International Protection of Human
Rights
Source: Institute for Human Rights, Åbo Akademi University

The Institute for Human Rights at Åbo Akademi University organises the Advanced Course on the International

Protection of Human Rights from 16 until 27 August 2010, in Turku, Finland. The course aims at providing a

profound insight into, and analysis of, the system of international human rights protection in the light of

contemporary problems and relevant case law. It is composed of lectures, case studies in working-groups,

seminars and an optional essay.

More information and application forms can be obtained from

http://www.abo.fi/instut/imr/courses.htm

or from Ms Johanna Bondas: courses.imr@abo.fi

Application deadline: 20 April 2010.
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NOTICE BOARD:

2010 Forum on LGBTQ Youth
Activism and Advocacy in the CEE
Source: HRSI

The Human Rights Initiative (HRSI) cordially invites you to its 2010 Forum on LGBTQ Youth Activism and

Advocacy in the CEE and Balkans regions: Speaking up for Human Rights! on May 5 – 8 May 2010 in Budapest. 

The objectives of this event are the following:

� For participants to receive tangible tools to improve, develop and empower their organisations’ and

personal work in the LGBTQ rights and advocacy fields;

� To create a space to compare situations, conditions, tactics, experiences and problems regarding LGBTQ

rights and enable networking between different groups of the same and/or neighboring countries;

� To begin building a larger regional community of human rights activists specific to LGBTQ, in a

continuous way, in order to cooperate with issues without borders;

� To support certain LGBTQ groups, NGOs and individuals with the tools necessary to carry out the

messages/goals to raise awareness of the LGBTQ community in their countries and beyond.

The target group is preferably, but not limited to, young (between the ages of 18 and 30) enthusiastic LGBTQ

activists from the Central and Eastern Europe and Balkan regions, belonging to a youth or human rights

organisation.

Participants must be able to work and communicate in English.

Practical Information:

Travel grants (for all travel and visa-related costs only) will be given to participants living outside of Budapest

for up to 200 EUR upon request (please see application form below). Accommodation (shared) and board will

be covered by HRSI.

A 30 EUR participation fee applies to all participants of the Forum.

Application forms can be found here:

www.scribd.com/doc/26444326/Application-Forum-HRSI   

Please send your completed application form by Monday, 8 March at midnight to hrsi@ceu.hu 

Participants will be selected and notified by 16 March 2010, the latest. Due to a very limited number of seats,

incomplete or late applications will not be considered.
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NOTICE BOARD:

Request for help on local policies 
by Judit Takacs

Within the framework of a new EU project called “Against Homophobia. European local Administration

Devices (AHEAD)” we are looking for LGTB local public policies, i.e. policies at the local (city) level aiming to

guarantee equal rights and opportunities for LGBT people, and to combat homophobia. These can include

school programmes, general awareness raising projects about LGBT life, active support for organising the Pride,

OR special programmes focusing on the police OR on LGBT people's situation in old people's homes etc.

If you happen to know about the present or FORMER existence of these policies, please, answer the following

questions.

1) In your view, are there any official policies initiated/ practiced by your local government that can be seen as

LGBT local public policies, including anti-homophobia measures? [Please, start your answer with a clear reference

to the place (village, town, city - country), and the contact details of the person responsible for the given policy, if

there is one.]

2) What are these policies? Since when and exactly how do they function?

3) Are there any good examples/practices in other cities/countries you happen to know about? Please, describe

these. 

4) If there is any research done on this topic you are aware of, please, send me more details on these research

projects (access to their main findings). 

Please, send back the answers by March 15th, 2010 to takacs@policy.hu

Thank you very much in advance for your VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION!
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NOTICE BOARD:

The European Network Against
Racism (ENAR) is launching a public
competition to renew its logo
Source: ENAR

ENAR is launching a public competition to renew its logo. Anyone aged 18 years or older who has inspiration in

logo design and creation is invited to submit their most innovative designs, embodying the idea of

diversity/interculturalism and of a network, to the ENAR logo competition. The winner of the logo competition

will receive a prize of a value of 300 Euro. The entries must be submitted by 19 March 2010.

Further details: 

http://www.enar-eu.org/Page_Generale.asp?DocID=23795&langue=EN 

Call for papers: LES Online – Digital
Journal on Lesbian Issues
By Eduarda Ferreira

LES Online is an innovative journal that aims to contribute to the study of lesbian issues and to promote lesbian

equal opportunities and civil rights. Published semi-annually by LES – Discussion group on lesbian issues

(www.lespt.org), this international publication aims to promote studies and scientific research as well as

intervention projects and opinion pieces related to different aspects of lesbian issues. 

LES Online welcomes academics, practitioners, and researchers interested in studies that incorporate lesbian

issues to submit articles. This is a multi-language publication. Papers may be presented in Portuguese, Spanish,

English or French. 

Next number (June 2010) subject is: Lesbian Visibility – (in)visibilities and discrimination in different areas

of life.

Submissions deadline: 16 May 2010 



Supported by

Extending

LGBT Equality

to Central 

and Eastern 

Europe

An OPZZ conference during 

Warsaw Europride 2010 

Date Thursday 15 July 2010 
Time 9am–6pm
Venue OPZZ, ul. Kopernika 36/40, 00-924   
 Warsaw, Poland

Conference aims
The conference aims to explore best 
practice and experience in Western 
European trade unions to promote LGBT 
equality in Central and Eastern Europe by:
l  promoting trade unionism to LGBT   
 workers in Central and Eastern Europe 
l  supporting LGBT trade union activists
l  raising awareness of discrimination  
 against LGBT people 
l  finding ways to tackle workplace   
 discrimination on the grounds of sexual  
 orientation and gender identity, sharing  
 good practice.

How to attend
Participation in the conference is free but 
by application only – deadline 28 May.

To register or for more information contact 
Adam Rogalewski: 
rogalewski@opzz.org.pl  or  
a.rogalewski@unison.co.uk.  

The conference will be in Polish and 
English with simultaneous interpretation 
into German and Russian on request.

OPZZ & LGBT equality
This is the first conference on LGBT 
equality in Central and Eastern Europe 
organised by the Polish confederation 
of trade unions, OPZZ. It follows the 
appointment of a dedicated OPZZ LGBT 
officer in by 2008 by OPZZ. The conference 
is supported by ETUC.




