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Chapter 3
Concluding Remarks

Introduction

Sexual orientation and gender identity are heavily stigmatised in Armenian society, and discrimination is
endemic in institutional settings. The research on which this report is based points to the probability that a

significant amount of homophobic abuse and violence goes unreported.

Human rights are understood to be “universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated”'® This means that it is
unacceptable to ignore one section of the population’s rights to fair and equal treatment because of their sexual orientation

or gender identity. Human rights discourse itself is predicated on ensuring respect and protection of rights for all.

According to surveys referenced in this document, over half the LGBT population are out to their friends or
family. However, the statistics demonstrate the perception that it is not safe to be ‘very out’is pervasive in
Armenia. Over 90% of respondents believe that the human rights violations they had experienced, or know
their friends to have experienced, were directly linked to their sexual orientation or gender identity. Over 70%

said they had no idea where to report such violations, or to whom they could safely go.

There are now only two NGOs directly involved in LGBT advocacy (WFCE and PINK), and one human rights

organisation (HCA) that includes LGBT people in the scope of its work. Besides these, most other NGOs and
civil society organisations in Armenia do not associate with LGBT issues and do not openly address them in
their work; this is despite the fact that many of them seem to be aware of the range of difficulties faced by

LGBT people.

It is necessary to build some momentum around human rights for LGBT people in Armenia by including sexual
orientation and gender identity specificities in all areas of human rights advocacy, i.e. in health, education,
women’s rights, political representation, media campaigns, networks, etc. It is also important to include these
issues in the scope of the broader issues of tolerance, minorities, human rights and democratization, as well as
European integration. The international and donor community in Armenia needs to be more persistent in taking up
the cases of discrimination and violence against LGBT people.”” Principles around the application of human rights
law in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity can be found in the Yogyakarta Principles,” vital reference

material for advocates, government and any group campaigning for LGBT human rights.

' Articulated in the Vienna Declaration in 1993, signed by Armenia international covenants. They offer guidance to governments
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A. on a number of imperative actions they must enshrine into
CONF._57.23.En?OpenDocument?. the legal code of their national settings to respect, protect and
7 Larisa Mihasyan, Executive Director , interviewed during a fulfil the human rights of their LGBT populations. The
fact-finding mission to Armenia, ILGA-Europe, 2006. Principles were published after an experts’ meeting in

7' The Yogyakarta Principles are based on 29 relevant Yogyarkata, Indonesia, in November 2006. See

international standards as articulated in a variety of http://www.yogyakartaprinciples.org/index.php?item=25.



CASE 5

Souren is a homosexual artist in his 30’s living in Yerevan. He taught in the art academy in Yerevan, but

now mostly concentrates on painting.

One of the first things Souren mentions in the conversation is that the West also discriminates against
Armenian homosexuals. Souren has applied twice for a British visa to attend exhibitions of his paintings,
and twice his application was rejected on the grounds that he is not married (and therefore doesn't have
an incentive to come back to Armenia). “l am not getting married because | am gay, and | can’t get

married to a man. Does it mean they will refuse all homosexual applicants?”

Souren says he has experienced few problems as a homosexual himself, because he is not very out and
very careful about what people know about him. However, he knows of numerous cases of

discrimination against LGBT people, which he witnessed during his years in the art academy.

In September - December 2003 Souren had a student in his class in the Pedagogical University, the

faculty of art (painting), who was openly gay, whom for the purposes of the report we will call Armen.

The guy had long hair, and looked very different from the rest of the group. Souren noticed that Armen

was not coming to the lectures. When he asked other students why, they said that Armen was the “bomb
of the class’, a homosexual. They declared they did not want to be with him in the same room, sit at the
same desk. Armen had quite a strong character and was responding to some of the verbal abuse. Souren
recalls that he was the only student who had a talent for art. However, his classmates went to the Dean
and declared that they did not want to study with Armen. The Dean found a way to exclude him from the

university after very thoroughly checking his personal file and finding some bureaucratic irregularities.

While at the university, Armen had a lesbian friend Asmik'”?, who was also the subject of jokes by the
classmates. Every year art students have an outdoor trip to learn to paint nature. In the summer of 2003
Souren was leading a group of students to Tsahadzor. Students normally stay in the nature in tents, and
have food taken to them. When dinner was being prepared, Asmik cut the bread for dinner, and male

students refused to eat the dinner and bread cut by a lesbian. They all went to the nearby restaurant.

Souren believes that homophobia is an issue of mentality and education. TV constantly presents the
subject with irony. Very recently on Armenian TV a journalist presented a negative report about the
movie ‘Brokeback Mountain’ She openly offended gays and lesbians. Souren says that whenever LGBT

issues are discussed on TV or in the printed media, they are always accompanied by jokes or irony.
Souren thinks that the Diaspora has a positive influence over the promotion of tolerance in Armenia. But
generally speaking Armenia is quite far from Europe, quite isolated in its borders, and this is one of the

reasons for its conservatism.

From individual interview taken by ILGA-Europe in January 2006
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Awareness-raising

To date there are no publications or brochures, or radio or television programmes concerned with LGBT issues.
In fact, subjects concerned with, or of concern to, sexual minorities are studiously avoided, or treated with
derision on their very occasional appearance. As already stated, societal homophobia needs to be tackled. It
would seem that in order for this to be effectively achieved, a public education initiative would need to have
the backing of a broad range of stakeholders, including the government. It is important that the public
understands that the leadership of the country — leadership from all sectors - is prepared to tackle the issue of
homophobia.

Consideration should be given, therefore, to the development of an advocacy campaign for the introduction
of legislation in tandem with a public education campaign. This should, ideally, involve a broad coalition of
players, including national and international human rights agencies and relevant government bodies. The full
co-operation and support of the Council of Europe, OSCE and EU should be sought, especially in the context
of their initiatives in Armenia, and in the light of the commitments Armenia has made in numerous regional
and international agreements. It will also be important to support and resource members of the LGBT

community to be involved in the development of the campaign.

Community development

Community development is presently at a very early stage in Armenia. However, the emergence of the first
LGBT NGO, We For Civil Equality, in 2006, and a second LGBT NGO, PINK, in 2007/2008 is a major milestone in
the passage to achieving fundamental human rights for LGBT people in the country. The work taken on so far
by WFCE, including a baseline survey, has started the process of documenting lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender lives, and this information can be built upon to produce solid evidence for policy and
implementation work into the future. PINK’s work of opening an Information Centre in Yerevan and of building
coalition with other NGOs represents another and complimentary advocacy strand for LGBT people in
Armenia.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people require, for the many dimensions of their civil and private lives
to be fulfilled in wholeness and health, an environment which is free of discrimination and intolerance. Sexual
orientation and gender identity are integral features of the self. As such, LGBT people need the freedom to be
able to gather, socialise, advocate and politicise for their interests just as any other grouping does. LGBT
people need the space to explore and express their culture, their histories, and to access physical and mental
support. Given the scale of the challenge, consideration should be given to state funding of LGBT community

resources.

There has been very limited research into the full variety of life situations of LGBT people in Armenia. As
already mentioned, human rights violations and HIV/AIDS-related research amongst LGBT people have been
initiated, but this work is still in its infancy. There are numerous imperatives and numerous opportunities open
for the documentation of Armenian LGBT lives, and advocates need to find ways to identify, prioritise and
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resource this work. Advocates need support in establishing methodologies, sourcing funding and creating

networks to enable work in the areas of LGBT history and social sciences to emerge, amongst other research.

Legislative reform and law enforcement

Although in many countries a point of contention, those working in the LGBT legal field around Europe and
elsewhere often prefer to work quietly and without much public, political or media debate. This approach can
be effective in the early stages of creating an environment of safety for those claiming the full and extensive set of
rights and protections for LGBT people. However, such an approach can also exclude the voices of the very LGBT
persons whose rights it seeks to address, as intimate and strategic groups working for legal change may not have
either the capacity or the wish to involve non-legal voices or discourse in their deliberations and directions. These
people can sometimes, in the eyes of many activists, seem to come from a patriarchal-type, authoritative

standpoint which sees grassroots activism as somewhat naive or even harmful to the larger LGBT cause.

This quiet approach can also deny or severely limit a process of public debate both in and beyond the LGBT
population. Further, the exact shape of the proposed legislative changes and amendments can, by exclusion,

render elements of that legislation redundant for certain members of the LGBT population.

Any legal campaign group needs to stay rooted in the communities it seeks to serve and, in the difficult early
years of LGBT community development, should ensure it is in symbiotic relationships with those newly
forming or expanding communities, thereby responding to the wider responsibilities which come with a

leadership role.

The Republic of Armenia made a significant step forward by rescinding the article on ‘sodomy’ upon joining
the Council of Europe. However, that action should be seen as the starting point for a variety of other

legislative reforms, not an end-point in itself.

Regarding non-discrimination, additions to existing RA legislation need to be implemented so that sexual
orientation and gender identity are explicitly named grounds. As long as they remain ignored, LGBT people
remain unprotected and exposed to institutional and societal homophobia.

Same-sex partnerships must be recognized in law and, although clearly a major challenge for Armenian
society, open dialogue on same-sex marriage must be initiated in all spheres, including the legal arena.

Consideration should also be given to those lesbian and gay parents who are raising children in Armenia now.
What are the rights and legal status of same-sex couples as home-makers and parents? What are the rights of
the children in their families? The Government must fulfil the vision it signed up to in the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child (1989), regarding Art.19 para. 1 and apply that reading to LGBT families.'”

172“States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of
administrative, social and educational measures to protect the parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the
child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or care of the child".

abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or
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Consideration should be given to ending the restriction on adoption rights to married couples, enabling

people in non-marital relationships, including same-sex couples to adopt.

With some urgency the RA legislature should address the major problems faced by transgender people -
whether legal, medical, or related to discrimination - to allow them access to gender reassignment treatments,
and efficient procedures for changing documents, as well as providing comprehensive measures to counter
societal and institutional discrimination.

In line with all international standards, homosexuality must stop being seen as an ‘illness’ or ‘mental disorder’
by state actors, such as the military. The internal decree, Order 378 of the RA Ministry of Defense, must be
withdrawn.

In terms of law enforcement, decriminalization has not stopped the continuing range of institutional or
societal human rights abuses against LGBT people. They still live closeted lives in fear of being outed to their
families and colleagues by police or other agents, and extortion and blackmail continue as a result. More
visible LGBT people in Armenia, for example transsexual persons, are particularly vulnerable to discrimination,
physical violence and rape.

Recommendations
To the Government of Armenia

That international agreements and standards which particularly impact on the human rights of LGBT people
be fully implemented at all levels of government, whether such agreements and standards are international, or
regional, whether binding or for guidance, and whether in the areas of civil, political, economic, social or

cultural life. Particular attention should be paid to the extensive guidance offered in the Yogyarkata Principles.

The Government should develop and adopt a coherent long-term plan to specifically tackle homophobia and
transphobia and, on a more general level, to address discrimination against sexual and other minorities in
Armenian society. Promoting a deepening level of understanding of human rights issues amongst the State’s
institutions and embarking on public equality campaigns should be immediate priorities for the RA
Government.

That the crimes committed against minorities and others resulting from what is internationally recognized as
‘hate crime’ be recognized and instated into legislation. Further, that Government should ensure that the
general public is made aware of such laws and the offices to which citizens can apply to report and record
such incidents.

The Armenian Government should introduce programmes and actions to educate the general population on a
variety of LGBT issues, underpinned by the message of non-discrimination and it should promote



understanding, through research, conferences, etc., of the fundamental human rights of minorities, including

sexual minorities.

Of particular urgency is the promotion and provision of training programmes and awareness-raising modules
for State employees and those contracted to core State functions, especially the judiciary, military, police and
health service workers and providers. Further, specific references to sexual orientation and gender identity
should be included in all Codes of Practice for State officials, and non-discrimination programmes should be

embarked upon across the entire civil and public service.

The Armenian Government needs to ensure that discrimination against sexual minorities is removed from the
educational system. Its presence perpetuates a culture of intolerance against LGBT people. It must also address
the absence of adequate sex education in most Armenian schools, and ensure fair and objective information
for and about sexual minorities in that education. Teachers, educators and all other partners in education need

to undergo training on how to address such content in a respectful and non-stigmatising manner.

A press council, or equivalent mechanism, should be set up in Armenia to monitor and take appropriate action
regarding media coverage which stigmatises or otherwise incites hatred or prejudice against LGBT people or
other minorities. Legislation should be introduced establishing offences for statements or publications inciting
hatred against minorities, including LGBT people, but within limits established by the jurisprudence of the

European Court of Human Rights, in order not to undermine legitimate freedom of expression.

The Government should encourage existing human rights organisations operating in Armenia, national and
international, to include LGBT issues where appropriate in their programmes. The Government needs to work
on eliminating the stigma attaching to LGBT issues in a visible and public manner, to reassure these
organisations that it is safe, politically, for them to explore LGBT concerns.

The Government should encourage frequent evaluation of the effectiveness, funding and direction of the
current HIV/AIDS National Response Programme 2007-2011, by those parties to whom the work is directed,
particularly by those recognized internationally (by UNAIDS, etc.) as the ‘most vulnerable’ populations — among

whom are men who have sex with men and commercial sex workers.

Further, work should be initiated to address general health issues, and particularly sexual health issues, for lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender persons, both in the provision of services as well as in awareness-raising and
training (around stigmatization, etc.) for health practitioners and health workers. Each of these groups has very

differing health requirements and this understanding needs to become embedded in health and social settings.

Particular attention needs to be focused on the human rights of transgender people: laws and standards
governing gender reassignment programmes, identity documentation, and freedom of expression need to be
brought into line with the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights, and up to standard
regarding the various human rights instruments Armenia has ratified.

69
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In its approach to addressing the multitude of issues articulated in these pages, the Government must enter
dialogue and partnership with LGBT-relevant NGOs as a primary knowledge-based and experience-based
source. By funding and encouraging such pioneering work (human rights for sexual minorities), the
Government would benefit in terms of being seen by its international partners to respect, protect and fulfil the
human rights of one of its most vulnerable populations, and would be seen to have the courage to address a

very real and fundamental human rights deficit in the country.

The Ombudsman

That the Office of the Public Defender should independently declare its knowledge and intolerance of the
litany of societal and institutional abuses and offences against LGBT people, which have gone
unacknowledged for so long. This Office should encourage links with other human rights organisations, be
educated and be informed by, as well as utilize, current and emerging LGBT organisations so that it can

identify and promote LGBT human rights issues in the variety of settings it engages with.

The Ombudsman should advocate for legislative change regarding the inclusion of ‘hate crimes’as a category
of offence in Armenia, inform the public as to what exactly these are, and make provision for reporting them.
Further, it should ensure that Armenia is included in the annual ODIHR survey for hate crime in the OSCE
region, with which it does not currently engage.

The European Union

The European Union should insist on the inclusion of programmes in support of the rights of LGBT people by
the government, including those outlined above, as part of the human rights priorities stated in the National
Indicative Programme 2007-2010 of the European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan. The European Union
should closely monitor the implementation of these aspects of the Plan in its regular reports.

The EU should clearly and swiftly react through its mechanisms for political dialogue with Armenia to any
violations of LGBT rights, or attacks on LGBT human rights defenders.

The EU should ensure that its local representation maintains close links with and supports LGBT NGOs, makes clear
publicly its support for their work, and reacts to any cases of discrimination or harassment by public authorities.

The Council of Europe

The CoE should closely follow the situation of the LGBT community in Armenia, both through the work of the
Monitoring Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly, and in the reports of the Commissioner for Human
Rights. It would appear that CoE expectations of Armenia could be raised somewhat, and it could use its

influence to exert more pressure on the Government.

In the context of this work, the CoE should make appropriate recommendations both with regard to specific

incidents of discrimination and to tackling homophobia in society generally, particularly through methods for
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strengthening anti-discrimination legislation, as well as exerting pressure for public awareness programmes.
The CoE Human Rights and Co-operation and Awareness Division should make particular efforts to include
material on sexual orientation and gender identity discrimination in training programmes organised for

Armenia.

The CoE should also assist LGBT NGOs in creating and maintaining links with other human rights organisations
operating in the country. It should ensure that its local office maintains close links with and supports LGBT
NGOs, makes clear publicly its support for their work, and reacts to any cases of discrimination or harassment

by public authorities.

The Organisation for Security and
Co-operation in Europe

The OSCE should assist Armenia in fulfilling its commitments in the fields of tolerance and non-discrimination
and human rights, particularly through offering participation in existing programmes and mechanisms, such
as the Law Enforcement Officials Programme on Hate Crimes and the Human Rights Individual Complaint

Mechanism.

The OSCE should also ensure that its local office maintains close links with and supports LGBT NGOs, makes
clear publicly its support for their work, and reacts to any cases of discrimination or harassment by public

authorities.

National human rights organisations

Of the 4000 NGOs registered in Armenia at the moment, only two - the Helsinki Committee of Armenia and
the Women'’s Resource Centre - clearly support and speak up for LGBT rights. It is important that many other
human rights organisations in Armenia begin to demonstrably support the indivisible, inter-related and
interdependent principles that underpin human rights discourse. To do so, they need to examine their own

behaviour around stigmatisation, and to do that they need to be open to self-scrutiny.

To begin such a process it is recommended that human rights organisations operating in the country start to
create and support the development of a national advocacy campaign for much stronger and more robust

anti-discrimination legislation, with inclusion of sexual orientation and gender identity as a named ground.
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Annex 1

The European Neighbourhood Programme has set the following priorities for Armenia in its National Indicative
Programme 2007-2010 in relation to human rights (Sub-priority 3 — Human rights, fundamental freedoms, civil
society, people-to-people contacts): In terms of long-term impact it expects to see ‘Effectively and visibly
improved respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; as well as ‘Active participation of civil society
in public and social life’ and ‘Improved democratic and stable development in Armenia’ In terms of specific
objectives the following are included: ‘Ensuring respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including in the economic and social spheres, in line with international and European standards; ‘Promoting
the involvement of citizens in decision-making processes and controls, including through civil society
organisations, e.g. consumer NGOs' and ‘Securing freedom of expression and freedom of the media’

The expected results list increased awareness of human rights amongst judiciary and security bodies - legal,
police, etc, increased transparency in decision making, improved respect for civil society structures and
organisations, and free and independent press. The indicators of achievement include ‘Stronger public
participation and public discussion processes, ‘Fully sustained levels of freedom of expression and media
freedom (demonstrated by independent assessments, NGO reports, effectively censorship- free media etc.);
‘Stronger social dialogue structures (demonstrated by the existence of effective tripartite cooperation and
collective bargaining), and at a long term level ‘Visible signs and increased trust among citizens that human
rights and fundamental freedoms are being respected’.

An indicative amount of €98.4 million has been allocated for the period 2007-10, under the European

Neighbourhood Policy Instrument.

EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD AND PARTNERSHIP INSTRUMENT:
ARMENIA NATIONAL INDICATIVE PROGRAMME: 2007-2010
Note: the ENP Instrument has many elements to it and for the purposes of this document the author has condensed the

content directly related to anti-discrimination pertaining to LGBT.
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Annex 2

Recommendation 1474 (2000)
Situation of lesbians and gays in Council of Europe member states
(Extract from the OffICE database of the Council of Europe - September 2000)

1. Nearly twenty years ago, in its Recommendation 924 (1981) on discrimination against homosexuals, the
Assembly condemned the various forms of discrimination suffered by homosexuals in certain Council of

Europe member states.

2. Nowadays, homosexuals are still all too often subjected to discrimination or violence, for example, at school
or in the street. They are perceived as a threat to the rest of society, as though there were a danger of
homosexuality spreading once it became recognised. Indeed, where there is little evidence of homosexuality

in a country, this is merely a blatant indication of the oppression of homosexuals.

3. This form of homophobia is sometimes propagated by certain politicians or religious leaders, who use it to

justify the continued existence of discriminatory laws and, above all, aggressive or contemptuous attitudes.

4, Under the accession procedure for new member states, the Assembly ensures that, as a prerequisite for

membership, homosexual acts between consenting adults are no longer classified as a criminal offence.

5. The Assembly notes that homosexuality is still a criminal offence in some Council of Europe member states
and that discrimination between homosexuals and heterosexuals exists in a great many others with regard to

the age of consent.

6. The Assembly welcomes the fact that, as early as 1981, the European Court of Human Rights, in its Dudgeon
v. United Kingdom judgment held that the prohibition of sexual acts between consenting male adults
infringed Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, and that more recently, in 1999, it expressed
its opposition to all discrimination of a sexual nature in its Lustig-Prean and Beckett v. United Kingdom and

Smith and Grady v. United Kingdom judgments.

7. The Assembly refers to its Opinion No. 216 (2000) on draft Protocol No. 12 to the European Convention on
Human Rights, in which it recommended that the Committee of Ministers include sexual orientation among
the prohibited grounds for discrimination, considering it to be one of the most odious forms of discrimination.

8. While laws on employment do not explicitly provide for restrictions concerning homosexuals, in practice
homosexuals are sometimes excluded from employment and there are unjustified restrictions on their access

to the armed forces.

9. The Assembly is pleased to note, however, that some countries have not only abolished all forms of
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discrimination but have also passed laws recognising homosexual partnerships, or recognising homosexuality

as a ground for granting asylum where there is a risk of persecution on the basis of sexual orientation.

10. It is none the less aware that recognition of these rights is currently hampered by people’s attitudes, which
still need to change.

11. The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers:
i add sexual orientation to the grounds for discrimination prohibited by the European Convention on
Human Rights, as requested in the Assembly’s Opinion No. 216 (2000);
ii extend the terms of reference of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) to
cover homophobia founded on sexual orientation, and add to the staff of the European Commissioner
for Human Rights an individual with special responsibility for questions of discrimination on grounds
of sexual orientation;
iii call upon member states:
a to include sexual orientation among the prohibited grounds for discrimination in their
national legislation;
b to revoke all legislative provisions rendering homosexual acts between consenting adults
liable to criminal prosecution;
c to release with immediate effect anyone imprisoned for sexual acts between consenting
homosexual adults;
d to apply the same minimum age of consent for homosexual and heterosexual acts;
e to take positive measures to combat homophobic attitudes, particularly in schools, the
medical profession, the armed forces, the police, the judiciary and the Bar, as well as in sport,
by means of basic and further education and training;
f to co-ordinate efforts with a view to simultaneously launching a vast public information
campaign in as many member states as possible;
g to take disciplinary action against anyone discriminating against homosexuals;
h to ensure equal treatment for homosexuals with regard to employment
i to adopt legislation which makes provision for registered partnerships;
j to recognise persecution against homosexuals as a ground for granting asylum;
k to include in existing fundamental rights protection and mediation structures, or establish

an expert on, discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation.
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Treaties signed and ratified or having been the subject of an accession as
of 10/5/2008
No. Title Qhetragy Enty ot
001 Statute of the Council of Europe 5/5/1949 [ 5/5/1949
| Ratification or accession: 25/1/2001 | Entered into force: 25/1/2001
002 General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe 2/9/1949 | 2/9/1949
| Ratification or accession: 25/6/2001 | Entered into force: 25/6/2001
005 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 4/11/1950 | 4/11/1950
Signature: 25/1/2001 Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 Entered into force: 26/4/2002
009 Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 20/3/1952 | 20/3/1952
Signature: 25/1/2001 Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 Entered into force: 26/4/2002
010 Protocol to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe 6/11/1952 | 6/11/1952
Ratification or accession: 25/6/2001 Entered into force: 25/6/2001
018 European Cultural Convention 19/12/1954 | 19/12/1954
| Ratification or accession: 25/4/1997 | Entered into force: 25/4/1997
024 European Convention on Extradition 13/12/1957 | 13/12/1957
Signature: 11/5/2001 | Ratification or accession: 25/1/2002 | Entered into force: 25/4/2002
030 European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 20/4/1959 | 20/4/1959
Signature: 11/5/2001 Ratification or accession: 25/1/2002 Entered into force: 25/4/2002
044 Protocol No. 2 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,|6/5/1963 6/5/1963
conferring upon the European Court of Human Rights competence to give advisory opinions
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 | Entered into force: 26/4/2002
045 Protocol No. 3 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,|6/5/1963 6/5/1963
amending Articles 29, 30 and 34 of the Convention
Signature: 25/1/2002 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 | Entered into force: 26/4/2004
046 Protocol No. 4 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,[16/9/1963 | 16/9/1963
securing certain rights and freedoms other than those already included in the Convention and in
the first Protocol t%ereto
Signature: 25/1/2001 Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 Entered into force: 26/4/2002
055 Protocol No. 5 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,|20/1/1966 | 20/1/1966
amending Articles 22 and 40 of the Convention
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 Entered into force: 26/4/2002
073 European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters 15/5/1972 | 15/5/1972
Signature: 8/11/2001 | Ratification or accession: 17/12/2004 | Entered into force: 18/3/2005
086 Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Extradition 15/10/1975| 15/10/1975
Signature: 8/11/2001 Ratification or accession: 18/12/2003 | Entered into force: 17/3/2004
090 European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism 27/1/1977 | 27/1/1977
Signature: 8/11/2001 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 | Entered into force: 24/6/2004
098 Second Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Extradition 17/3/1978 | 17/3/1978

Signature: 8/11/2001 | Ratification or accession: 18/12/2003 |Entered into force: 17/3/2004
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099 Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 17/3/1978 | 17/3/1978
Signature: 8/11/2001 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 | Entered into force: 21/6/2004

104 Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 19/9/1979 | 19/9/1979
Signature: 13/3/2006 | Ratification or accession: 14/4/2008 | Entered into force: 1/8/2008

106 EL&[C%F(;??(%SOutIine Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or|21/5/1980 | 21/5/1980
Signature: 3/4/2002 Ratification or accession: 31/10/2003 | Entered into force: 1/2/2004

112 Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons 21/3/1983 | 21/3/1983

Ratification or accession: 11/5/2001 Entered into force: 1/9/2001

114 Protocol No. 6 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms |28/4/1983 | 28/4/1983
concerning the Abolition of the Death Penalty
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 29/9/2003 | Entered into force: 1/10/2003

117 Protocol No. 7 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 122/11/1984| 22/11/1984
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 | Entered into force: 1/7/2002

118 Protocol No. 8 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms |19/3/1985 | 19/3/1985
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 | Entered into force: 26/4/2002

120 European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sports Events and 19/8/1985 | 19/8/1985
in particular at Football Matches
Signature: 26/5/2000 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 | Entered into force: 1/5/2004

122 European Charter of Local Self-Government 15/10/1985| 15/10/1985
Signature: 11/5/2001 | Ratification or accession: 25/1/2002 | Entered into force: 1/5/2002

126 Eﬂmgﬁgﬂg&)nvention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 26/11/1987| 26/11/1987
Signature: 11/5/2001 | Ratification or accession: 18/6/2002 | Entered into force: 1/10/2002

135 Anti-Doping Convention 16/11/1989| 16/11/1989
Signature: 26/5/2000 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 | Entered into force: 1/5/2004

141 Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime 8/11/1990 | 8/11/1990
Signature: 11/5/2001 | Ratification or accession: 24/11/2003 | Entered into force: 1/3/2004

143 European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Revised) 16/1/1992 | 16/1/1992
Signature: 26/5/2000 | Ratification or accession: 17/12/2004 | Entered into force: 18/6/2005

147 European Convention on Cinematographic Co-Production 2/10/1992 | 2/10/1992
Signature: 26/5/2000 | Ratification or accession: 17/12/2004 | Entered into force: 1/4/2005

148 European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 5/11/1992 | 5/11/1992
Signature: 11/5/2001 | Ratification or accession: 25/1/2002 | Entered into force: 1/5/2002

151 Protocol No. 1 to the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 4/11/1993 | 4/11/1993
Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Signature: 29/1/2002 | Ratification or accession: 18/6/2002 | Entered into force: 1/10/2002

152 Protocol No. 2 to the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 4/11/1993 | 4/11/1993
Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Signature: 29/1/2002 | Ratification or accession: 18/6/2002 | Entered into force: 1/10/2002

155 Protocol No. 11 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 11/5/1994 [ 11/5/1994
Freedoms, restructuring the control machinery established thereby
Signature: 25/1/2001 | Ratification or accession: 26/4/2002 | Entered into force: 26/4/2002

157 Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities 1/2/1995 [ 1/2/1995

Signature: 25/7/1997 | Ratification or accession: 20/7/1998 | Entered into force: 1/11/1998
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159 Additional Protocol to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between|9/11/1995 [9/11/1995
Territorial Communities or Authorities
Signature: 3/4/2002 | Ratification or accession: 31/10/2003 | Entered into force: 1/2/2004

162 Sixth Protocol to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe |5/3/1996 |5/3/1996
Signature: 25/6/2001 | Ratification or accession: 18/6/2002 | Entered into force: 19/7/2002

163 European Social Charter (revised) 3/5/1996 |3/5/1996
Signature: 18/10/2001| Ratification or accession: 21/1/2004 | Entered into force: 1/3/2004

165 I(é((ggr;i\é)enntion on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European | 11/4/1997 [11/4/1997
Signature: 26/5/2000 | Ratification or accession: 7/1/2005 | Entered into force: 1/3/2005

169 Protocol No. 2 to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between 5/5/1998 |5/5/1998
Territorial Communities or Authorities concerning interterritorial co-operation
Signature: 3/4/2002 | Ratification or accession: 31/10/2003 | Entered into force: 1/2/2004

173 Criminal Law Convention on Corruption 27/1/1999 |[27/1/1999
Signature: 15/5/2003 | Ratification or accession: 9/1/2006 | Entered into force: 1/5/2006

174 Civil Law Convention on Corruption 4/11/1999 (4/11/1999
Signature: 17/2/2004 | Ratification or accession: 7/1/2005 | Entered into force: 1/5/2005

176 European Landscape Convention 20/10/2000(20/10/2000
Signature: 14/5/2003 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 | Entered into force: 1/7/2004

177 Protocol No. 12 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms | 4/11/2000 |4/11/2000
Signature: 18/6/2004 | Ratification or accession: 17/12/2004 | Entered into force: 1/4/2005

185 Convention on Cybercrime 23/11/2001123/11/2001
Signature: 23/1 1/2001| Ratification or accession: 12/10/2006 | Entered into force: 1/2/2007

188 Additional Protocol to the Anti-Doping Convention 12/9/2002 [12/9/2002
Signature: 12/9/2002 | Ratification or accession: 14/9/2006 | Entered into force: 1/1/2007

189 Additional Protocol to the Convention on cybercrime, concerning the criminalisation of acts 28/1/2003 |28/1/2003
of a racist and xenophobic nature committed through computer systems
Signature: 28/1/2003 | Ratification or accession: 12/10/2006 | Entered into force: 1/2/2007

190 Protocol amending the European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism 15/5/2003 [15/5/2003
Signature: 15/5/2003 | Ratification or accession: 23/3/2004 |

191 Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption 15/5/2003 [15/5/2003
Signature: 15/5/2003 | Ratification or accession: 9/1/2006 | Entered into force: 1/5/2006

194 Protocol No. 14 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 13/5/2004 (13/5/2004
Freedoms, amending the control system of the Convention
Signature: 13/5/2004 | Ratification or accession: 7/1/2005 |

197 Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 16/5/2005 |16/5/2005
Signature: 16/5/2005 | Ratification or accession: 14/4/2008 | Entered into force: 1/8/2008
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Treaties signed but not ratified as of 10/5/2008

No. il pennast Entryino

031 European Agreement on the Abolition of Visas for Refugees 20/4/1959 |4/9/1960
Signature: 11/5/2001

116 European Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes 24/11/1983 |1/2/1988
Signature: 8/11/2001

121 Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe 3/10/1985 |[1/12/1987
Signature: 17/5/2006

138 European Convention on the General Equivalence of Periods of University Study 6/11/1990 |1/1/1991
Signature: 26/5/2000

167 Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons 18/12/1997 [1/6/2000
Signature: 21/12/2006

175 European Convention on the Promotion of a Transnational Long-Term Voluntary Service for 11/5/2000

Young People

Signature: 7/7/2005

187 Protocol No. 13 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 3/5/2002 |1/7/2003
Freedoms, concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances

Signature: 19/5/2006

196 Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism 16/5/2005 |[1/6/2007
Signature: 17/11/2005
198 Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the 16/5/2005 |1/5/2008

Proceeds from Crime and on the Financing of Terrorism

Signature: 17/11/2005

199 Council of Europe Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society 27/10/2005

Signature: 27/10/2005
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Note: a range of general human rights reports from Human Rights Watch, International Helsinki Federation,

Freedom House, Amnesty International, Fairfund, and others dated between 2000 and 2007 were studied and
indirectly informed this report.



LGBT people in Armenia suffer from a high level of hostility, discrimi-
nation, social exclusion, hate crimes and violence. Homophobia is

deeply rooted in the Armenian society. Stigmatisation is so pervasive

that most LGBT people are forced out of communities and deprived
of any chance to openly express their sexual orientation or gender
identity. And yet they are forced to come out and organise into
associations and groups if the want to be able to stand up for who
they are.

The joint ILGA-Europe and COC report is the first of its kind to be
published about same-sex relationships and LGBT people in Armenia.
It explores identities, common human rights violations, the land-
scape of LGBT organising, health and HIV/AIDS, and relevant legal
aspects. It also provides recommendations to the Armenian govern-
ment, donors, LGBT activists and international organisations.






