“We For Civil Equality” NGO, ARMENIA

JANUARY NEWS

NEW OFFICE IN YEREVAN CITY CENTER
From 1st January 2008 “We For Civil Equality” NGO moved to the new office just in the heart of Yerevan City, 3 minutes from Republic Square. This not only staff administrative office but also Community Centre named LGBTIQ Informational and Counseling Center (ICC). 

The main aim of the community centre is providing a safe and alternative place for LGBT communities to develop a feeling of unity within the different sub-communities. The resource centre includes informational, educational and entertainment material for LGBT. 

The new office and LGBTIQ ICC will be officially presented on 14th February 2008. We intend to start with:
- Round table on HIV/AIDS and LGBTIQ Issues in Armenia. Several topics will be discussed:

· HIV/AIDS situation in Armenia

· At-risk population, vulnerable groups

· LGBTIQ as High Risk Group

· MSM, WSW

· Prevention in Human Rights Context

· Access to health care and services

· Psychological counseling

· Educational programs

· Policy approach

· Civil society

· “We For Civil Equality” NGO mission, vision, activities.

· Lesbian artist exhibition opening

· Official Welcome Ceremony in ICC

· “We For Civil Equality” NGO  and PRECIS Project Presentation
we intend to invite mass media and partner organizations to the official part and continue with a strictly community-only celebration later on at the Safer Sex Promotion Party.

 
“We For Civil Equality” NGO became a member of ILGA!


Since 25 January 2008 “We For Civil Equality” NGO became a full member of ILGA. The International Lesbian and Gay Association is a world-wide network of national and local groups dedicated to achieving equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people everywhere. 

Founded in 1978, it now has more than 600 member organisations. Every continent and over 90 countries are represented. ILGA member groups range from small collectives to national groups and entire cities.

ILGA is to this day the only international non-profit and non-governmental community-based federation focused on presenting discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation as a global issue

TRAINING EVALUATION  

Subject: “HIV/AIDS. Prevention on Human Rights Context”
In December 2007 training on “HIV/AIDS. Prevention on Human Rights Context” was organized. The main aim of the training course was to provide basic knowledge on STDs, HIV/AIDS Prevention in LGBTIQ groups, actual situation in Armenia and in the world, medical aspects,
socio-psychological issues, counselling, HIV positive people human rights,
and nuances in work with LGBTIQ community representatives. 

An announcement was in Armenian informational gateway www.careercenter.am, as well as in our web site. 

We received more than 65 applications. 

Specially formed selection committee (3 members) after CV consideration, proposed to short list candidates to send a motivation letter, then selection committee contacted all applicants by phone for a short interview and finally 23 participants were chosen from Yerevan and Armenian regions, from NGO representatives and our target group. 

It was international training because of participants from India and Russia. Training geography include also 3 marzs of Armenia – Lori, Gegharkounik, Armavir with NGO representatives. 

Totally 12 NGOs and institutions (National Institute of Health, Red Cross, Eurasia University, American University in Armenia, ArmAvia, SELEN, New Armenia, Hope and Help, Save Children, Trust, Huysi Akunq, FIP, APHA) representatives participated in our training and 11 representatives of local and regional LGBTQ communities. 

For participants gender balance was taken into consideration 11 male and 12 female participants. 

Training materials in Armenian are available in our site. 

During three working days group was informed about STDs, HIV, AIDS prevention, Armenian and world situation, safer sex practice and outreach works, international and Armenian laws on HIV/AIDS field. Our organization mission and vision were introduced. 

For certificate all participants passed a test with 30 questions. 80% of all group received more than 83% (Excellent level). 

During training 5 project presentations were evaluated and 6 participants get a title HONORARY VOLUNTEER of “We For Civil Equality” NGO.

Training was passed in Armenian President and Government special attention zone – in VIARDO Hotel Complex. 

 Herewith is participants’ evaluation 

	1
	Training subject Importance for you
	4.35 from 5

	2
	How much did you learn from training?
	3.95 from 5

	3
	Training potency and effectiveness
	4.6 from 5

	4
	Information further use
	4.55 from 5

	5
	Materials and handouts 
	4.65 from 5

	6
	Trainer 
	5 from 5


INTERNATIONAL TRAINING COMPETITION EVALUATION  

Subject: “LGBT, HIV/AIDS Voluntary Counseling and Testing”

In March 2008 an international training on “LGBT issues and HIV/AIDS Voluntary Counseling and Testing” will be organized in Turkey, Istanbul in framework of PRECIS project founded by Ministry of Foreign Affaires of the Netherlands.

Two people from Armenia will participate in this international training.  “We For Civil Equality” NGO decided that the place will be filled by open competition among organization’s active LGBTIQ volunteers.

To organize and pass the competition “We For Civil Equality” NGO invited American UMCOR NGO. The NGO Unit of UMCOR was established in 1993. It operates as a professional humanitarian agency and is funded largely through grants from US and European government institutions, the United Nations and private donors. At present UMCOR NGO directly implements programs in eleven countries worldwide, including Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia in the Caucasus region. 

UMCOR NGO’s two specialists on STD/HIVAIDS issues formed questionnaire-test with 100 questions on LGBTIQ, STD, HIV/AIDS, Sexual behavior, Sexual identity and expression, Gender identity and expression etc. issues. They were introduced to competitions participants by closed, signed and stamped envelopes and only these two representatives of UNCOR know the composition of questionnaire (even no one from “We For Civil Equality” NGO participated on questionnaire writing and no one was informed about)

The competition took place in 31st January in “We For Civil Equality” NGO office. After 2 hours very difficult competition one representative from G community (score 91 from 100) and one representative from L community (score 73 from 100) were chosen to introduce “We For Civil Equality” NGO and Armenian LGBTIQ communities in this very important international event.
Bon Courage!
“We For Civil Equality” NGO is grateful to UMCOR for professional and transparent competition. 

ARMENIA - First Participation in ILGA-Asia Conference!
From 23rd till 27th January “We For Civil Equality” NGO President participated in ILGA-Asia Regional 3rd conference. About 160 lesbian, gay and human rights activists from 12 Asian and non-Asian countries attended the conference which was held in the northern Thai city from Jan 24 to 27. The conference was hosted by the Committee on Lesbigay Rights in Burma (CLRB) and M-Plus, a local gay group which runs a drop-in centre. Armenia was chairing plenary on transgender issues in Asia. A workshop was done on transgender issues and by Armenia’s initiative it was decided that Pan-Asian Transgenders Association will be established. The role of "We For Civil Equality" will be some kind of bridge between Europe and Asia. (Geographically and politically Armenia is a part of Europe but culturally and morality is a part of Asia). 

A street parade was held in the city for the first time as over 200 conference attendees, observers and members of the local LGBT
community marched from the Buddhist Centre (Puttastan) to Pantip Plaza
on Saturday night.
LESBIAN Film Discussion Clubbing

In 25th January LESBIAN Film Discussion Clubbing was organized in cinema club in Yerevan city centre. Lesbian issues movie was screened and discussion facilitated by Socio-psychological officer and by guest speakers. Film discussion clubbing contributes to the empowerment of the community, building viable links between different sub-communities, and just safe environment to change ideas and share experiences. 

